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Petrol economy-minded 
drivers in 


130 


countries depend on NGK. 


Motorists everywhere know how 
important spark plug performance is to 
trouble-free driving. Statistics show 
95% of spark plug failure results from 
fouling. 

NGK’s long insulator nose combines 
with the extra long copper core which 
extends into the electrode tip to help 
prevent fouling, eliminate overheating. 
No misfires at 
high or low 
speeds. 
Wide-range 

NGK spark 
plugs come 


1) NGK’s Heart of Copper 


2) The Special Nickel Alloy Tip. 


Let's Save Energy With Regular Checks, Good Plugs. 


in a full selection for maximum petrol 
economy. It is little wonder motorists 
in 130 countries enjoy better petrol 
economy with wide-range NGK spark 
plugs 


NGK Makes of Automobiles. 


BP6ES: Ford,Fiat.Simca,Mazda 
Peugeot, Triumph, Renault, BMC 

BP6HS: Opel,Renault,Volvo,Rover 

BP7ES: Audi,Lancia,Fiat 

BPSES:_ Datsun.Jaguar, Ford 


BOHS: _Wartburg.Citroen, Triumph, VW 


NGK 
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UK DISTRIBUTOR 
Lester Simms 12 Burwell Road, 
London €10 7QG Tel. 01:556.6805/6 
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Crushing blow 


Last Wednesday, just after we went to print, a decision 
was taken by the RSAC to cancel the Scottish Rally. They 
had a meeting with representatives from the Department of 
the Environment in the morning and in the light of what 
they were told of developments—or rather the lack of them 
—in the matter of the refinery workers’ strike, they decided 
to cancel the rally. Esso, who under the name Uniflo, were 
joint sponsors of the event were prepared to release petrol 
for the event but the union complications and national 
implications were against it. 

This was a crushing blow for all those who had worked 
under the direction of Major Bob Tennant-Reid for the past 
11 months to produce the rally, especially as they had 
continued to work and hope right through the earlier period 
of petrol crisis in this country. All the competitors, some 
360 of them, were bitterly disappointed, and no less 50 
must have been the Scottish hoteliers and garage proprietors 
who stood to lose many thousands of pounds due to the 
cancellation of the rally, A major sporting event of this 
kind brings a lot of employment to an area of our country 
that badly needs it. 

The situation of those few hundred semi-skilled workers in 
the refinery, whose weekly take-home pay before the strike 
was in the region of £53, is somewhat different to thos 
people in Aviemore and Grantown to whom the rally means 
such a lot. Perhaps the whole situation was summed up by 
the event's most disappointed competitor, Gordon Fleming 
from Hong Kong who was to have driven with Timo Makinen 
in a works Ford sponsored with money raised by Fleming in 
Hong Kong. He said that shortly before he flew to Britain, 
he had to sit through a meeting with two trade union MPs 
on a visit to Hong Kong who were there to tell them how 
essential trade unions were to the successful running of 
Hong Kong industry. He felt that their time and our govern- 
ment’s money might have been better spent sorting out the 
problems caused here by the unions themselve: 

‘There are no plans to run the rally later this year as was 
rumoured and the next Scottish Rally will be in 1975. 
Twins reborn 
With Jackie Stewart retiring at the end of last year coupled 
with the tragic death of Francois Cevert at the American 
Grand Prix, there can be few who thought that Ken Tyrrell 
and his very capable organisation would be able to reproduce 
a driving force of such talent that Stewart and Cevert 
conveyed during their four-year relationship. And yet it wa: 
the Monaco Grand Prix which produced the ominous thre: 
of yet another dynamic duo in the making. It didn’t take 
long (just two weeks) before Jody Scheckter and Patrick 
Depailler brought that beaming smile back to the face of 
Ken Tyrrell (surely the greatest creator of nurturing talent 
ever ?) when they completely dominated the Swedish Grand 
Prix. All we can do is extend our congratulations to the 
Tyrrell Organisation on this fine achievement. 


our cover pictur 


Drama! The start of a Grand Prix is always one of the most dramatic 
‘and exciting moments in motor racing. Last weekend in Sweden was 


no exception. Pete Lyons’ report starts on page 10. 
Preto : Phises Photographie 
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edited by lan Phillips 


Tom Pryce’s dilemma 


Last weekend, the Sunday Express 
carried a story that Lord Alex- 
ander Hesketh was poised to sign 
up Tom Pryce as his second 
driver to James Hunt. The paper 
then followed it up with another 
story on the Tuesday from their 
correspondent in Sweden, who 
Stated that “there is a major 
row among the top men in For- 
mula’ One over who gets the 
‘services of the young Welshman.” 
We were able to get in touch 
with Pryce to comment on this, 
especially as his name has now 
been linked with the Hesketh 
team as well as Shadow. 

We asked Tom about his re- 
puted five-year contract with 
Chris Meek, one of those in- 
volved with the young Token set- 
up, and inquired as to how he 
felt about the whole issue sur- 
rounding him. Being of a rather 
reserved nature, Tom made it 
plain that he was in one hell of 
8 dilemma but, subject to further 
negotiations between parties, bs 
pretty well "made up my mind. 

The Hesketh deal involved four 
or five Grands Prix races later 
this year with a contract for a 
further two years. ‘They had em 
phasised that they would like 
him to carry on in F2 with the 
Baty Chevron. However, Pryce 
also feels he has a moral com- 
mitment to his current Fl, te 
at Token, and yet they “can't 
offer mea regular Grand Prix 
drive as they can't be sure of 
getting entries, 

Token have, in fact, applied for 
entries in both the Dutch and 
British GPs although Tom reckons 
thelr chances are pretty slim. 
Hesketh apparently would like to 
exercise thelr option on Pryce 


s Yih 


Hesketh and Horsley—after 
Pryce. 


after these two races so as not 
to cause any ill feeling with 
Token. Therefore, the two parties 
were discussing the matter yes- 
terday (Wednesday). 

Meanwhile, the man in the 
middie of it all, Tom Pryce, has 
been talking at length to Shadow 
who. are naturally interested in 
his services, should they becom 
available. Pryce believes it won't 
be too long before he's free to 
make up his own mind without 
having to worry about written 
obligations to specific parties. 
Quite naturally he feels morally 
committed to Token but claims 
that. reports of Chris Meek say 
Ing he wouldn't stand in the way 
of his career were true, despite 
Words to the contrary of late. 


Totus tried a new tweak on thelr JPS 9/76 in Sweden by fitting all 
enclosing air scoops a la Surtees TS9B style in an effort to aid 


cooling to the water radiators. 


back-to-back 


rather 


@Wwe got our 
muddled last week. The Spa 24 
Hrs is, of course, for Gl cars and 
Ford will be sending just one 
works Capri Il for Tom Walkin- 
shaw and John Fitzpatrick. 


Capris 


Unfortunately 
‘after the boxes were removed when the 


the ‘engine blew up 
team were attempting 


© Val Musetti has replaced his 
ageing Royale RPII F3/FA with 
@ March 733. He has bought the 
ex-Chris Oates car and will use 
his Wood and Nicholson BDA 
engines. 


CanAm Follmer 


It was announced last week that 
instead of James Hunt, it will 
be George Follmer who’ will fll 
the seat of the second UOP 
Shadow. Follmer will drive the 
car in all seven races of the 
CanAm ‘calendar while it is 
still possible that Hunt may 
appear in a third Shadow In one 
or two end of season races. Foll 
mer tested the new Shadow at 
Mosport early last. week and 
went well before the throttle 
Stuck "open as he went 
Into a very fast 

downhill esses. The 


fourth gear 
resulting 


~ 


Follmer—back to Shadow. 

shunt wrote off the chassis al- 

though a replacement is already 

nearing completion and should 

be ready a few days before 

practice officially starts at Mos- 
«this weekend 


Tn addition to hls UOP com- 
do about 


mitments, Follmer wi 
9 or 10 3 
events in Roger Penske 
Matador. Follmer will alternate 
drives with Gary Bettanhausen 


who is of course also committed 
to the USAC Championship races. 
Follmer was recently replaced in 
Bud Moore's RC Cola Ford by 
Buddy Baker after the Californian 
and Moore began to disagree 
about details of the NASCAR 
programme, 

Follmer’s few laps at Mosport 
were part of the final stages of 
UOP's’ extensive CanAm_ test. 
ing programme. The reorganised 
team run by Mike Hilman has 
put in over 1600 miles of testing 
since early March with Jackie 
Oliver doing the driving. The car 
has been run at Riverside, Lag- 
una Seca, Mid-Ohio and Good- 
year’s Belle Fontaine test track. 
According to Hilman, the car 
has suffered mo major problems 
and has been, very close to Mark 
Donohie’s turbo Porsche 917-30 
times at every circuit, ‘The 
principal problem has been adap- 
ting the car 
tyres. Due to the press 
Indianapolis, Goodyear have not 
yet produced the 26}in  dia- 
meter rear tyres, for which the 
car was designed, and it is cur- 
rently running on P8000 fronts 
and 28 in diameter CanAm rears 
from last year. Oliver was lapping 
consistently in the low 1m 15) 
bracket at Mosport which is 
about 18 slower than Don: 
obue’s best Porsche lap of last 
year and as quick as the 917-10 
Of Jody Scheckter, 

With Follmer rejoining UOP, 
the rumoured appearance of @ 
detuned version of Penske's Por- 
sche now seems totally out of 
the question for it was Follmer 
who had been linked with that 
car. It does, however, now seem 
fever more lightly that it will be 
Follmer who will drive Penski 
Formula 1 car at the end of the 


Rutherford’s 
Milwaukee 


Despite an early spin, Johnny 
Rutherford came back to win last 
Sunday's Rex Mays 150 at Mil 
waukee. Rutherford's works Mc- 
Laren MIGD led most of the 
late stages of this USAC Cham- 
pionship round with the similar 
Roger Penske-entered Score Mc- 
Laren MIGC of Gary Bettan- 
hausen chasing Rutherford in the 
final laps and finishing a close 
second. A. J. Foyt led the early 
laps after qualifying fastest in 
his Coyote, but he slowed with 
engine troubles towards the end 
and nursed his car to a sixth 
place. 

‘As at Indianapolis, it was the 
Sugaripe Prune Eagle of Billy 
Vukovich which finished third 
while Dick Simons (Eagle-Foyt) 
came home fourth ahead of Al 
Unser’s. Viceroy Eagle. Bobby 
Unser, who still holds a large 
lead in the USAC Championship, 
retired his Olsonite Eagle after 
only a few laps with a broken 
piston, 


Lancia’s 
Targa Florio 


‘The Targa Florio was run last 
weekend over just seven laps of 
the tortuous Sicillan road circult. 
Having lost its championship 
status the event was a shadow of 
Ks former self. The race ws 
really over after just_two laps. 
‘The works Lancia Stratos of 
Munari/Andruet and Larrousse/ 
Ballestrieri headed the field fol- 
lowed by the Lola of Giorgio 
Pianta/Pino Pica. Munari had an 
incident on the second lap and 
did not continue while the Lola 
suffered a puncture and hit 
wall, ‘This left the Larrousse car 
to take an easy win from the 
Porsche Carrera of | Restivo/ 
Apache. 

@ Alan Jones, who walked out of 
the  Multiglide/Mike Sullivan 
Racing Atlantic team after just 
one victorious race will be driv. 
ing for Harry Stiller/Custom 
Made for the rest of the year. 
Jones will replace the retiring 
Bev Bond and will use the same 
full 1974 spec March-Richardson, 
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Edwards doubt 


Despite the fact that he's gone 
reasonably well in his last three 
Grand. Prix races driving the 
second Embassy Hill Lola, Guy 
Edwards’ future with the team has 
been strongly rumoured to be 
fon the decline, Neither Guy, nor 
any of the W.D.&HO. Wills 
officials, could throw any light 
on the matter which first came 
up just after Monaco. 

Although the choice of driver 
is basically down to Graham Hill, 
he has not been available for 
comment and when we spoke 
to a Graham Hill Racing team 
member, we were greeted with 
8 firm * no comment, 

‘One of the problems the team 
has is In getting two entries per 
Grand Prix. Then the fact th 
Edwards might be replaced by a 


more experienced driver was one 
way of fulfilling your commit. 
ment to sponsors in guaranteeing 
two cars per race. 


Guy_Edwards—out 


of FI? 


Swede Bertil Roos made an inauspicious GP debut at Andi 


retiring on the first lap in his UOP Shadow. 


Jarier’s commitments 


After another encouraging show. 
ing in last Sunday's Swedish GP 
driving the UOP Shadow, Jean- 
Pierre. Jarier is finding life 
pretty hectic these days with 
constant testing throughout the 
week for both the Matra and 
Shadow teams. Commenting on 
his proposed F2 plans in a 
Chevron-Ford, he sald there was 
no way he would be available to 
drive at the Rouen F2 race on 
June 28 because it clashed with 
the Osterreichring 1000 kms. So 
we understand that Brett Lunger 
will drive instead. He went on 
to say that he thought he would 
only be able to do one F2 race 
and that was at Albi on Septem: 
ber 15, 


‘The effervescent Frenchman 


added “1 will only drive the car 
If it fs competitive, T have asked 
the team to test It at Goodwood 
where I did a 1 m 10 s last year 
in the March. If I can get the 
F2 around in 1 m 09's, 1 will 
then know it's competitive enough 
to beat the works Marches. If 
not, then there is no point in 

If you're going to get 


Jarier has also honoured an 
agreement made last year with 
Fred Opert to do one of the 
Canadian Formula B/Atlantic 
races at the round-the-houses 
Trols Rivieres circuit on August 
1. Naturally he will be driving an 
Opert Chevron B27 alongside 
Bertil Roos. 


@ Among the many things which 
Tom Pryce is being offered at the 
moment is a G2 drive. Josef 
Schnitzer, who provides the 
‘engines for the Baty Chevron F2 
team for whom Pryce has been 
driving, has asked him to drive 
the 3-litre Coupe which is now 
owned by Walter Brun, 


© Rikki von Opel will be having 
his first ever sports car race this 
weekend in a Chevron at the 
Norburgring. 
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@ Jody Scheckters welcome vic- 
tory in the Swedish GP marked 
the Tyrrell team's 17th Grand 
Prix win since they started build- 
Ing their own cars in the sum- 
mer of 1970. Since Jackie 
Stewart's first Tyrrell victory in 
the 1971 Spanish GP, the team's 
17 victories in three and a half 
seasons makes them by far the 
most successful Grand Prix team 
in racing today, and that includes 
Lotus. “Incidentally Scheckter’s 
win was the 72nd GP won by the 
Cosworth Ford DFV. 


John Nicholson joins the ranks 
f long distance sports car 
racers this weekend when he 
shares the de Cadenet-DFV with 
Chris Craft at Le Mans. This 
follows a motor cycling accident 
to the car's owner, Alain de 
Cadenet in which be broke his 
collarbone and consequently had 
to relinquish his drive. 
Meanwhile, other things are 
happening to the New Zealand 
engine specialist. Following a 
split between Pinch, his sponsors, 
and Martin. Slater of Lyncar, 
Nicholson was cesting a Formula 
Auantic March on Tuesday with 
a view to running one for the 


Nicholson at Le Mans 


rest of season as a development 
car, complete with his engines 
f course, which have been sup: 
plied xo" March customers as 
“optional extras." Meanwhile, the 
Lyncar ig up for sale. 


‘On the Formula One side, the 
Lyncar which belongs to Pinch 
will be run in as many Grands 
Prix as they can get entries for, 
providing they don’t clash with 
too many ‘Atlantic rounds, as in 
the case of the North American 
events. The problem recently has 
been to get entries and even the 
British Grand Prix looks some- 
what in doubt, 


F1 ‘privateers’ 


As reported elsewhere, the non- 
members of the Formula 1 Con: 
structors Association decided to 
hold a meeting last week to 
discuss certain points which have 
come to light in recent weeks. 
That is quite simply the problem 
of obtaining guaranteed entries 
for individual ‘Grands Prix. 


‘The meeting was instigated by 
Ray Jessop, representing Token, 
and Ron Tauranac of Trojan 
while of those present there were 
representatives from Maki, Amon 
and the Pinch Lyncar team. Peter 

don of MRC was also on 
hand in the interests of both 
Hesketh and Ensign, and although 


Ron Tauranac—aetion. 


the latter were invited, they 
were busy preparing their car 
for Sweden. Graham Hill and 
Hexagon were also invited but 
apparently neither were prepared 
to commit themselves to discus- 
sing the matter and as one non: 
member put it, "they're sitting 
on the fence.” As far as Hexagon 
are concerned, they are not actu 
ally a recognised constructor and 
virtually everything they do is 
dictated by Motor Racing Deve- 
lopments. 

‘Although not all of the non- 
members were there, absences 
being the Finotto Brabhams and 
Leo Kinnunen, the actual dis- 


meeting 


cussion really involved the con- 
structors who claimed that the 
CSI should quickly come to a 
decision about who and/or how 
many cars the organisers may 
accept per Grand Prix. There's 
been talk of having every entry 
excepted and a qualifying system, 


although the F1 Association. 
aren't particularly in favour of 
that. They would prefer a 


separate qualifying race for the 
available four or five places while 
fone idea put forward by Colin 
Chapman at the weekend con: 
cerning a divisional system 
similar to the football league 
wasn't received terribly well by 
a. representative of the non: 
members. 

‘Another problem which arises 
Js that to become a member of 
the Fl Association, you have to 
compete in at least 80 per cent 
of the races in the same year. 
Shadow had to wait and have 
succeeded but the others will 
have to_walt in the queue it 
Seems. That could be" forever 
unless the CSI makes a definite 
ruling soon. For instance, the 
only non-members to have com: 

this year are 

Hii Racing, 
the former aren't constructors 
while Hill, although not officially 
the builder of the cars, has at 
least entered them as. Hill-Lolas 
which is one way around the 
problem. Then there's Hesketh 
who have only competed in five 
GPs with their own car 0 far 
this year, They too will have to 
wait but at least they're near the 
top of the list co join, if they 
want to that is. 

‘Of the other non-members, we 
will soon have three American 
teams joining the ranks in the 
form of Penske, Eagle and 
Parnelli Jones and, like everyone 
else, we presume they. will have 
to wait. Now has anyone ever 
heard of a patient American? 
Think of the tremendous commit- 
ments to their sponsors and then 
think of the current members 
and their sponsorship commit. 


ments. It is indeed a problem 
which will have to be thrashed 
distant 


out in the not too 
future. 


The Formula One Championship, now well under way, is still wide open. 
Ferrari, looking as if they were going to have it all their own way, then 


Ronnie Peterson wins at Monaco and Lotus are looking good. 


With the Dutch, French, German and Italian Grands Prix coming in the 
next couple of months, why not see what is going to happen first hand? 
Be there with Page Tours who cover all the major motor sport events 
with weekend visits and, for those who can only be away for a day, 


why not travel on one of our action packed day flights? 


We still have some seats available on our tours to the German, Austrian 
and Italian Grands Prix. These all add up to a great weekend away. 


Call KATE HAYNES for a reservation on Leicester (0533) 51211 or use the coupon below 
to request a 56-page brochure. 


PAGE & MOY LTD. 


136-138 London Road, Leicester, LE2 1EB 


Name 
Address 
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A. Iong-brewing controversy 
within the Grand Prix world has 
come to a head in recent weeks, 
The ferment involves the simple 
fact that Formula One racing is 
nowadays so attractive, such a 
"good deal” in a business sense, 
that more people want to get in 
on it than ever before. Too many 
people, apparently. Before the Inst 
two GPs, at Monaco and now for 
Inst weekend's race in Sweden, 
the organisers turned back would- 
be entries. The ways in which 
the decisions were taken about 
‘who was acceptable and who was 
not, together with the clear cer 
tainty that similar decisions will 
be made later on in the year— 
‘and next year—bas caused a good 
bit of discontent in the ranks of 
those who have bean turned down 
already or suspect they will be 
turned down in future. Last week, 
in fact, a group of them met in 
London to work out something 
of a common defence of their 
Interests, and a representation 
of thelr ‘point of view was made 
to the CSI. 

ict of _modern racing life 
although the CSI of the 
FIA {s nominally in charge of 
thelr Grand Prix champions! 

in the past few years more and 
more of the practical conduct has 
been taken on by a consortium 
of teams which call themselves 
the Formula One Association 
This has come about by common 
consent ; the office in Paris seems 
to agree that in everyday affairs 
the entrants know thelr business 
best and will do the best job of 
running it. This the Construc- 
tors,” whose main spokesman is 
Brabham owner Bernie Ecclestone 
and whose — Reading-based 
Secretary Peter Macintosh 
handles basic details, control 
much of what goes on at a GP 
meeting. They are active on many 
fronts—there is Safety 
Committee, they keep watch on 
new regulations, they even have 
started Issuing their own pits 
passes—but the bone of the pre- 
fent contention has to do with 
their relationship with race 
organisers. 

Every year they do a deal with 
every promoter, guaranteeing 
against a monetary forfeit that 
every one of their members will 
participate event. In 
group offer 
themselves as a kind of travelling 
circus, a package deal for a cer- 
tain sum (reportedly £75,000 per 
race), which will put on the show 

advertised come what may. 
‘The 1974 members are: Lotus, 
Tyrrell, McLaren, Brabham, 
March, Ferrari, BRM, Shadow, 
Surtees, and Williams. As two of 
these represent three cars each, 
the Association undertakes to 
represent 22 entries and guaran: 
tee their appearance at an event. 
But, of course, they insist that 
every one of them be granted an 
entry. 

‘As the 10 teams have amongst 
them virtually all of the acknow- 
ledged star drivers, and as their 
‘Association Is now well estab- 
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lishéd and conducts itself in a 
sound manner, promoters have 
come to welcome them. Indeed, 
the local people at the Brazilian 
GP, for one, turned over the 
most onerous organisational 
chores to Ecclestone and 
MacIntosh. Thus, the whole GP 
programme goes along pretty 
much as they direct. The con. 
structors set the style, tone, and 
substance. 

‘The complaints arise from 
those not in the Association when 
limits are placed on numbers of 
entries. At most circuits there is 
considered to be a maximum 
safe, practical number of cars 
‘many circuits, the sheer phys 
limitations of the plant preclude 
more than a certain number of 
cars cluttering up the place. In 
qualifying sessions, as has 
happened at Monaco and Nivelles 
recently, so many drivers were 
flogging around trying to get a 
time that only great good luck 
pave anyone a clear track at the 
Fight moment. 

‘But with the Constructors 

teed 22 out of perhaps 27 

everyone fighting for 25 

grid places only, those not in 

the Association feel left out in 

the cold. Unfair, they ery. Union. 
Cartel. Protectiontsm. 

‘The position of the bulk of the 
Association 10 Is that it is by the 
very efforts of themselves over 
the past few seasons that Fl is 

active. It is the 
Organisational and financial struc: 
ture they have largely created 
that makes newcomers anxious 


Richard Robarts replaced Merzario in the Iso team at Anderstorp but 


did not start. 
to join in. As Frank Williams 
bluntly puts it, “I've worked 
bloody hard to get where I am, 
and $0 has everyone else—why 
should we now just hand it over 
to anyone who comes along ? Let 
them put in their ‘apprentice 
period,’ sweat blood like we 
have.” 

~ In fact anyone can become 
‘ligible to join the Fl Associa. 
tion. As a matter of policy, 
though, to protect thelr position 
as guarantors of entrants actually 
turning up at every event, they 
have decided that a probationary 
period of one year is = not 
unreasonable thing to ask of a 
new team. Specifically, an entrant 
of a new car—and it must be one 
constructed by his organisation, 
not simply bought from an estab- 
lished constructor—must  parti- 
cipate in 80 per cent of a year's 


events. Currently, that means 12 
of 15. “All of the established 
constructors are obligated to do 
every race," explains one of 
them, “we can't just give a 
couple of races a miss because 
it doesn’t suit us to go. We think 
it’s right to require proof of the 
same faith on the part of anyone 
wanting to join us.” 

‘But does this mean they anti 
cipate welcoming an_ unlimited 
number of new members ? No. 
Everyone scems to agree there 
must be a limit on the number 
of cars, and hence of teams. A 
two-car team has proved to be 
the most economic unit, so the 
number of entrants must remain 
at about its current level. To 
‘avoid the obvious dangers of 
‘stagnation as well as poor publi. 
city, this means that “dea 
wood " must be pruned from the 
Organisation, The suggestion is 
that each year one oF perhaps 
two constructors should lose 
their_place, perhaps based on 
points earned during the year, 
while the most successful of 
newcomers are admitted in their 
place. 

Twenty cars from the Assocl 
tion at each race would mean 
places for five or ten non- 
members, which could be accep- 
ted as now by the individual 
race organiser on his concept of 
heir merit. Those outsiders who 
manage early on to show crowd- 
drawing form, as Hesketh have 
certainly done over the last year, 
would certainly be invited. Those 
less fortunate will have a hard 
Tow to hoe, but as another 
Association ‘member. observes, 
Metor racing is always very 
hard, competition Is the nature of 
the thing.” The pressure would 


force would-be newcomers to 
‘mount a really strong effort, with 
ample financing, a first ‘class 
young di ‘anda serious 
mpt a world-beating 
chassis. Anyone wanting to par- 
ona less than total- 
commitment level, perhaps merely 
because of the exposure of his 
sponsor's product, would, very 
Properly, not make the grade. 
Those’ not able to get entries 
in FI are really in no different a 
position, points out the Associa. 
tion Secretary, than those who 
have difficulty being accepted in 
Formula Ford or at Le Mans. To 
show merit, they would have to 
try to shine in lesser formulae 
such as F3 or F2, to make their 
names something of worth before 
they get into Fl. It has been 
ever thus, the feeling runs, and 
properly so. 


No St Jovite 


Co-ordinator of the Player's 


Canadian Formula Atlantic 
series, Robert Tanner, has 
announced that negotiations 


between the Canadian Auto- 
mobile Sport Clubs (CASC) and 
the management of Le Circuit 
Mont Tremblant St Jovite have 
broken down the Player's. Inte 
national, scheduled for August 
25, will definitely not be held 
atthe scenic Laurentian -moun- 
tain track. This ends rumours 
that have been circulating for 
the past several months suggest- 
ing that the track, at one time 
home for the Grand Prix of 
Canada but closed since 1971, 
would reopen in the coming y 

‘The failure to reopen 
Circuit will certainly hurt 
Player's International, the 
cluding event of the 
F/Atlantic series in Canada. The 
venue for the event Is now very 
much uncertain, 


@ The Road Atlanta CanAm race 
scheduled for July 7 ts still not 
confirmed while the Edmonton 
CanAm, which Is due to be held 
on September 15, won't be con- 
firmed until mid-July. Apparently 
the Edmonton organisers are 
worried because they only had 
about 22,000. spectators for the 
race last’ year while the recent 
Formula Atlantic race attracted 
under 5000 people. 


© Sid Marler, the long-time Club- 
men's Supersports driver has 
donated a trophy to the Super- 
Sports Register for the new FF 

ined cars taking part in 
Class B of the formula. Points 
will be awarded for the first 


£50 and a trophy for first with 
€30, €20 and £10 plus trophies 
fort ct four places. 

‘The award will be known as 
the Marler-Haley Trophy after 
Sid's company. These extremely 
generous prizes have already 
given the new class a consider 
able boost and points standings 
at the moment are Alex Ferrada, 
11; Arthur Mallock, 9; Gavin 
Scott, 6; John Corboy, Andy 
Diamond ‘and Geoff Lambert, 4. 


© Richard Scott, who was an 

ly leader of the John Player 
Formula Atlantic Championship, 

currently looking | for 
drive in the formula, He 
began the year with his. 
Scott F2 chassis, supported 
by engine man Geoff Richardson, 
but after damaging it at Oulton 
Park he has no money left to 
repair it. He has also campaigned 
a works backed Lola with @ 
development Cosworth engine 
but Lola have decided that they 
no longer want to be involved in 
running the car while Cosworth 
are satisfied with their engine and 
have taken it back. Lola offered 
the chassis to Scott to take away 
and run himself but lack of fin- 
ance has prevented the Aber- 
donian, who is currently third in 
the JES series, from taking up 
the offer. 


Terrific value from Shell 


New Shell 
Routefinders- 
only 15p each 


Shell's famous road maps are now on sale in an 
entirely new edition. This superb range covers the 
whole of Great Britain in seven full-colour 
Routefinder maps with one more for London itself. 


The new Shell Routetinder range has more features 


e scale © Marked with places of historical 
xximately 3 miles) for of natural interest, National Parks 
Greater detail and easier reading. and National Trust properties— 

These arebig, bold maps with _in fact, everything from AA and 

{ots of information. RAC’phone boxes tom 
‘@ Complete table of British circuits and canoeabl 
road signs, © Distance table of Gr 


New GB Road Atlas 
comprehensive four-colour atlas of 

Groat Britain for only £140. Invaluable forall 

motorists and a superb gift idea. 


New European Road Atlas 
‘At £1.50 an inexpensive guide to the highways and [ 
byways of Western and Central Europe. Perfect for 
the travelling businessman or holiday-maker. 


New Motorway Map Book 
A detailed 48-page guide to all the GB motorways. An entirely new 
Addition to the Shell range and a great bargain at only 36p. 


Shell Routefinders can save you time, 


RACING PREPARATION SECOND TO NONE 
CONGRATULATIONS TO 


GORDON DAWKINS 1st up to 1000cc 
TONY ALLIES ist up to 1300cc 
COLIN ROGERS 1st up to 1000cc 


GRAHAM AYRES 1st Modsports up 
to 2 litre 


At Snetterton 9/6/74 and Goodwood the same day. All their 
cars prepared and built by : 
‘Carlow Engineering. 
Manor Trading Estate, 


Tol: South Benfleet 55122 


trouble and money. 
On sale at your local Shell station 


‘A BETTER CAR ALL ROUND WHEN YOUFITA.. 


WOOD-JEFFREYS 
AUTOELECTRIC B= ING 


© kagene operates sa peak tliceney 


WIN WITH 
The Martin “< Group 


IT TOOK THE COMBINATION OF THE 
MARTIN RS ORES HILL& 


VAUXHALL “THEIR 
BEST INTERNATIONAL 
RALLY RESULT 

SINCE 1908 sth overall/ 


1st in Group 2~ Class 10 

1974 WELSH INTERNATIONAL RALLY 

Like us- ee DTV Sports Parts from 

Wellington Gai idham - Telephone: 
061 633 1331 


The Martin ha 
for YOUR car 


AUTOSPORT, JUNE 13, 1974 


Pit and Paddock 
Bev Bond retires 


Formula Atlantic driver and 1 
former F3 star Bey Bond has 
decided to retire from driving, 
Bey gave his decision to. his 
sponsor Harry Stiller last week. 
He felt that he was not now 
going to get much further up 
the ladder and the time had come 
to let somebody younger take 
his. place. 

Bond started racing, like so 
‘many of his F3 contemporaries, 
in karts before buying an FS 
Cooper. From that he graduated 
to a Brabham BT21 sponsored by 
Jean Allen clothes. Some stirring 
‘drives in that earned him a place 


The delectable Marie-Claude Beaumont will be driving at Le Mans 
once again sharing a huge 550 bhp 7-litre Chevrolet Corvette Stingray 
with Henri Greder. The car is sponsored by the First National Clty 
Bank and we're sure Miss Beaumont will handle it with loving care. 


in Brendan Melnerey's Race 
Cars international team for a 
short period before he was 
offered a Lotus Components 
Lotus 59. From there he moved 
into the Gold Leaf Team with 
Lotus 69s and Bev, with team: 
mate Dave Walker, ‘scored many 
successes in 1970. GLTL ran only 
‘one car the following year and 
Bond became the first works 
driver for Ensign. At the begin- 
ning of 1971 he was undoubtedly 
the quickest thing in F3_ but 
after a number of incidents he 
Ieft the team and bought his 
own March 10 see out the sea- 
son. The following year he 
started with Erhlich but fell 
‘out with the uncompetitive team 
in the middle of the year, and 
did not reappear until 1973 when 
he moved out of F3 at long last 
with the newly formed Harry 


Bond—quitting. 


Stiller/Custom Made Atlantic 
team using, init a GRD. 
This was replaced, after a num: 
ber of uncompetitive outings, by 
@ March which was retained for 
this year. Bev seemed to have 
taken on a new lease of life 
when he took pole position at 
the Race of Champions and later 
on at Silverstone. However, very 
little went right in the races and 
he has taken the decision to quit. 

Bond was one of those drivers 
who almost made it but his rapid 
drives were punctuated with 
spins and spectacular accidents, 
Instead of driving, Bev will now 
be team manager for Harry 
Stiller's Atlantic team, 


Fitz swops 


In a surprise move John Fitz: 
patrick announced this week that 
he ‘has left the George Loos 
Polifac-Gelo Racing Team and has 
rejoined Erwin Kremer's Cologne 
Racing Team for the rest of the 
European season. 

Fitzpatrick, currently leading 
the chase for the Porsche Cup, 
replaces Clemens Schickentanz 
and will make.his first appearance 
for Kremer at the Nurburging 
GT race on Monday next June 
17, This mean that Fitz, who 
Was entered in one of the Loos 
Carreras, will miss Le Mans, but 
It is expected that Loos will’ still 
have ¢wo cars in the 24hrs clas- 
ale, 

Currently co-leader in the 
chase for the European GT 
Championship, ironically with 
Schickentanz, Fitzpatrick is also 
in the news in relation to the 
Spa 24-hour race on July 27/28 
when he has been picked by 
Fords to share one of the new 
Capri 11's with Tom Walkinshaw 
@ With the second round of the 
American/Canadian F5000 series 
forming a “double header” with 
the opening round of the CanAm 
this weekend at Mosport, there 
is growing speculation in the 
American road racing circles that 
following the tremendous suacess 
of the Mid-Ohio event, where 
30,000 people were present, F5000 
will soon replace CanAm’as the 
principal North American road 
racing formula. 
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Nivelles 
G2/GT off 


The Coupes Benelux meeting due 
to be held at Nivelles on June 
30 has been cancelled due to 
the circult having become bank 
rupt. The meeting was to have 
included both a qualifying round 
of the European Touring Car and 
GT Championships. We received 
@ telex from the FIA on Tues- 
day which said “the bankruptcy 
of the Nivelles circuit having 
provoked that of the managing 
firms, the seizure of the mainten 
ance’ equipment, and the un- 
employment of the staff, it has 
become impossible to organise an 
important race on this circuit.” 


© Patrick Depailler wrote himself 
in the historical annals of French 
motor racing in Sweden last 
Weekend by becoming the first 
Frenchman to secure pole posi- 
tion in a World Championship 
Grand Prix. As far as we can 
ascertain, neither Francois Cevert 
nor Johnny Servoz-Gavin ever 
quite made pole (although Cevert 
wasn't far off in Sweden last 
year), while Jean-Pierre Beltoise 
has had a pole, at last year's 
Race of Champions, although it 
was in fact a non-championship 
event. It was also the first ever 
‘Tyrrell 1-2 on the grid! 


‘and her semi-works 


British Grand Prix 


Although officially announced last week, here we show Li 
Brabham BT42 in which the Italian girt hopes to 
sponsored by The Allied Polymer 


BRIEFLY... 


@ ‘The autractive Monoposto oar 
mur Castle Combe 

last week was nor that of 
‘Alan. Baillie’s 

quite a lot has 


Bryan Small 


was being towed down 
when the airbox 
destroyed by 


on the third row at 
be involved in a 


ng way and the feld stream 

round Paddock. 
mponents and Baillie 
catching up all but 
in an. excellent 


Bryan Small put his Tecno on 
unfortunately 
in the Brands 
before he even 
damaging a wishbone 
fand being forced to scratch 


Richard Morgan had 
his engine sealed again at Silver: 
tone last Sunday but when the 
Scrutineers discovered that it had 

checked and found 
wughly legal the week before, 
decided mot to repeat 


@ The Lime Rock organisers have 
expressed great interest in hold- 
ing an additional round of the 
American F500 Championship, 
probably on September 7. If the 
race Is held, it clashes with the 
Ralian GP and will probably 
mean that even if the new 
Parnelli Fl car is ready, the 
American team will concentrate 
an sending their F5000 Viceroy 
Lola to Lime Rock for Mario 
Andretti 


© The Brands Hatch paddock 
looked strangely bare on Sunday 
for all but one row of the cor- 
rugated iron/scaffolding shelters 
had disappeared in the main 
paddock. Further investigation re- 
vealed that they hadn't been 
blown down but had been dis- 
mantied in preparation for the 
Grand Prix when teams will be 
accommodated there and other 
classes will be further up the 
hill 

@ Peter White, who has put up 
some rapid performances in an 
id FF Palliser «his year, has 
bought a new Royale. 


@ Japanese F2 driver Masami 
Kuwashima is expected to be 
seen in one of Dieter Basche's GS 
Tuning BMW 20025 in the ETCC 
rounds later this year while there 
is a possibility of the two amal- 
gamating their F2 teams for next 
year. 


Pit and Paddock 


Can Matra win Le Mans three years running? Gerard Larrousse (above) 
will be trying for his second consecutive win, too. 


Le Mans 


The Le Mans 24 Hours takes 
place this Weekend with the pros- 
Dect of a third consecutive win 
for Matra-Simca very much on 
the cards. Gitanes-backed 


one new MS68OB and 
MS670s for Beltoise /Jarier, 
rousse/Pe: 

ault and Jaussaud/Wollek 


In the absence of Alfa Romeo, 
who proved quicl 

day in March, 
‘opposition will "come the 
two Gulf MR7s, Reliability has 
been the strong point of the 
Gulf team this year while on 
circuits. where they have had 
testing they have proved to be 
very fast. Derek Bell/Mike Hail- 
wood will drive the first car with 
Vern Schuppan/Reine Wisell in 
the second. Both will use new 
ZF gearboxes. 


Alain de Cadenet has entered 
his Gordon Murray-designed pro- 
totype for the third year but fol- 
lowing a motorcycle accident 
will be unable to drive so John 
Nicholson will be alongside 
Chris Craft, The Martini Porsches 
and the Ligier Maseratis should 
provide an Interesting battle 
While the rest of the field will 
consist of 2litre cars and big 
saloons and GTs. 


"Ring F3 


Although there is no international 
Formula 3 championship as such 
this year, there is a. financially 
worthwhile series instigated in 
Germany for the Polifac Trophy 
Therefore, with another round 
taking place at the large NUrburg- 
ring meeting next Monday, 
several leading British based 
teams are making the journey. 

Currently leading the series is 
erman Dieter Kern in his ex 
works Alpine Renault with the 
March 743s of Italian Giorgio 
Francia and. Swede Gunnar 
Nilsson in close pursuit. The 
main attraction at the "Ring is 
the second round of the Interserie 
where all the usual turbo Porsche 
9178 will be present. There is 
also a possibility that if Herbert 
Muller ‘doesn't return in time 
from Le Mans, then promising 
Austrian star Helmuth Koinigg 
will take over the Martini car. 


There Is also strong British 
representation in the  2-litre 
sportscar class while several 


Super Saloons are also going, 
including Mick Hill's 6-litre Capri, 
to compete in a separate class 
within the race. There Is also a 
round of the European GT Cham- 
plonship taking place as well and 
once again, this will be a Porsche 
benefit. 


This weekend 


BRANDS HATCH 
‘The Rochester MC have got nine 
races lined up for their pro: 
gramme at Brands Hatch on Sun- 
day which starts at 2.00 pm. All 
the leading runners in the Trip- 
lex GI championship will be out 
including the Camaros of Nigel 
Stovin-Bradford, Brian Pepper, 
Malcolm West and Malcolm Kay, 
the Capri of Stuart Rolt, Jon 
Dooley's Alfetta, Barrie Williams 
Firenza, Bill Sydenham's Aven- 
ger. The Townsend FF champion- 
Ship round will be in two heats 
ind a final with Messrs Bradley, 
Wicken, Keegan, Koechlin, Arif 
and Kiomfass likely to be in 
contention. Tony Strawson, Tony 
Hazelwood and Colin Hawker 
lead the Esso Uniflo Special 
Saloon entry while Neol Stan: 
bury, Vernon Davies, Frank Syt 
ner, Barry Foley and Terry Cock. 
rill’ will be disputing the Shell 
Supersports honours 


the star attraction 
{SW)s_ second Liandow. meeting 
starting on Sunday ay 2 pm. All 
the main championship conten- 
ders including Neil | McGrath, 
Maggle Anderson and Stuart Mc 
Crudden will be there for more 
door handle to door handle rac 
ing. Roger Orgee, lan Moore and 
Terry Richards are expected to 
continue their battle at the top 

the local FF championship 
while other events are for speci 
saloons, Mini Se7ens, FV, Miglia 
Mini and Formule libre. 


OULTON PARK 
The VSCC are running their 
ever popular Richard Seaman 
Trophy meeting at Oulton Park 
this Saturday. Over 170 beauti- 
fully’ maintained vintage and his- 
toric cars have been entered for 
the seven races, 


‘The main races are the Vint- 
age and Historie Seaman Tro 
Shies and an. allcomers scratch 
face. Among those entered are 
Peter Morley (@.A-litre Bentley 
Napier), Hamish’ Moffatt and 
Bernard Kain (Bugatti), Ron 
Footit (AC/GN), Tony Brooke 
(Vauxhall Villiers), Martin Mor 
ris. Patrick Lindsay. Peter Waller 
and Bill Morris (ERAs), Danny 
Marguilies and Chris’ Drake 


(Maserati 4CLs), Guy Smith (Al- 
vis/*Nash), John Roberts (Lotus 
16), Alan Cottam (Maserati 250F), 
Ray Feilding (A6GCM Maserati), 
Robert Cooper (Cooper Bristol) 
and. Frank. Lockhart’s Rover. 
Many more famous cars will be 
appearing and it's well worth 
being at Oulton by 1.15 pm to 
see all the action. 


MALLORY PARK 
‘The 750MC are in charge at Mal- 
lory Park with a nine-race pro- 
gramme starting at 2.30. pm. 
‘There are special trophies for all 
races which are also rounds of 
‘he Reliant 750, Super Visco 1300, 
Low Cost F4 and Pole Position 
Supersports championships. Also 
catered for are FFs and Special 
Saloons, Every race has at leai 
two Feserves. but among those 
with definite entries are John 
Giles, John Richardson, “Lyn 
Evans, Tim Gath, David Childs, 
Bian Cocks, Ken’ Crook, Loring 
Boughton, Martin Sellicks, David 
Edge, David Orbell, Barry Joel, 
Glenn Eagling and’ Frank Blan: 
chard. 


© Following the enormous suc~ 
cess of the Renault 5 Challenge, 
a further four races have been 

‘0 the series. They are at 


added 


and Brands Hatch (Des 
The prize money for these races 
is being donated by EI and 
amounts to £100 per race. 

@ To make way for the Avon/ 
Motor Tour of Britain stage 
which will take place at Mallory 


general practice will therefore be 
held on August 17. 

@ The BARC have asked us to 
point out that “after careful 
Consideration and consultation 
with the various parties con: 
corned, they have decided that 
they will not propose the RAC 
make any changes in the Modified 
Sports Car regulations or classes 
for the forthcoming season. 

© There will be a two-race single 
seater series in the Far East 
during September for cars with 
1600cc twin cam engines and 
the organisers are offering free 
trips to six oF seven top teams. 
‘Anyone interested should contact 
Brian Tyler (Henley 2754) as soon 
as possible. 


CATCHPOLE 


By Barry Foley 


WHY ARE YOU EATING 


YOUR WAT MAD 006? 


onc, munen WELL 
Munch SOOY SCHECKTER AND \ 
PATRICK DEPAILLER, 


AB Autorvor 1974 
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‘ANOTHER’ ARMSTRONG success 
SWEDISH GRAND PRIX 


1; TYRRELL-FORD 2 TYRRELL-FORD HESKETH-FORD 
JODY SCHECKTER PATRICK DEPAILLER JAMES HUNT 
Y hes 


Also the 5th, 6th 
7th, 8th and 12th were 
all on Armstrong shock absorbers 


Armstrong Patents Co. Ltd, 
Melton, North Ferriby, Yorkshire, HU14 3HY, England. Telephone 0482-633311 


The successful formula 


Queen Anne Press are pleased to launch their two 1 
die Phper motor sport titles for 1974 — the third edition of the | Machines. | 
MOTORSPORT YEARBOOK 1974 highly praised John Player Motorsport Yearbook and the cee 

= new Machines & the Men. otro Ct 
Edited by Barrie Gill, the John Player Motorsport Year- 
book 1974 gives full coverage of motor sport in 1973, in- 
cluding every Grand Prix, all the other formulae, saloons, 
rallying, and much more besides. There are statistics in 
abundance, a special article on Jackie Stewart, and a colour 
feature on the cars at Donington. In all, a compact, com- 
prehensive, and accurate companion volume for the 
enthusiast. 


360 pages. plus 16 pages of colour. Fully illustrated. £2.00. 


Machines & the Men is the latest title in the expanding range of Playfair paperbacks. Written by Andrew 
Marriott and Anna O'Brien, this fascinating book takes a close look at motor racing and all involved in the 
sport—the masters, the managers, the mechanics, the machines. A complex and dangerous sport, and Machines 
& the Men gives an insight into what makes it all happen. 


144 pages, plus 8 pages of photographs. 45p 


Available now wherever books are sold, or from 
Cash Sales Office Futura Publications Ltd. 49 Poland Street. London WIA 2LG 
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The Tyrrell twins completely dominated the Swedish GP. Here 


SWEDISH GP 


Troll Team Tyrrell 


By PETE LYONS Race data by ALAN PHILLIPS 
Pictures by PHIPPS PHOTOGRAPHIC 


Yet another colour in the GP complexion—Elf Tyrrell biue! Ken's mew pair of twins 
dominated the Texaco Grand Prix of Sweden at Anderstorp last Sunday, starting side by 
Side ahead of the Ferraris from the front row of the grid and running 
Unchallenged the entire distance to score a 1-2, four tenths of a second apart. 
Depailler on the pole, but the outcome of the race was decided when he muffed his start 
fand teammate Jody Scheckter was first into the first corner. Thereafter signals from their 
pit ordered them to hold position to the finish—although the Frenchman pressed hard all 
the way and recorded fastest race lap. 

The only real contention to the Tyrrell runaway came from Ronnie Peterson, who forced 
his old-model JPS from the third row into second place at flagfall, but for the second year 
the Swede was doomed to disappointment in his own country’s GP and he retired with rear 
Griveshatt breakage. The pair of Ferraris were able to keep the Tyrrells from vanishing 
too rapidly into the distance, but first Clay Regazzoni and then Niki Lauda had to quit 
with’ transmission failure. A star drive was put up by James Hunt, whose Hesketh was 
Caught behind Lauda for most of the race but whose subsequent efforts to close with the 
Tyrrells—he crossed the line barely three seconds behind—earned him the journalists’ Siffert 
award, 


Emerson Fittipaldi's fourth place, a rather distant one after a race spoiled by handling 
trouble, increased his lead in the driver's championship; it also advanced McLaren's lead 
‘on Ferrari, although for the first time their other two entries retired with mechanical 
faults. Jean-Pierre Jarier shone early on, but dropped back to finish fifth after his UOP Shadow 
Geveloped brake trouble. Had not Vittorio Brambilla’s Beta March run out of oll pressure 
he would have been sixth after a really outstanding drive, but the dead car just failed 
to coast across the finish line by centimetres! Thus Graham Hill, his Embassy Lola leading 
® regular train in the form of his teammate Guy Edwards, came home to earn his first 
point since 1971 


The Tyrrells so totally shattered everyone else's expectations that there were many long 
faces afterwards, and people are having to face anew the amazing unpredictability of the 1974 
season. The next race, the Dutch, will be the midpoint of the series, and although a 
pattern has begun to emerge in the points tables, there is still plenty of time for this to 
be turned completely upside down. 


10 


Scheckter leads Depailler in the formation in which they finished the race. 


Neue 
‘ 


2 


World Championship 
round 7 


Motor racing is at its most satisfying 
when there is a sense of progress being mad 
so it is pleasant to be able to award a 
Bouquet’ for Organisational Achievement to 
the Anderstorp Racing Club. Their first GP, 
last year, had some rough edges, but whereas 
one grows used to finding the same rough 
edges at the same circuits year after year, 
in ‘Sweden everyone concerned had obviously 
been concerned with imperfections and had 
laboured long and imaginatively to. smooth 
them off. Particularly outstanding was the 
Hego computerised timing system, which 
almost before the ears had stopped ringing 
from the sound of the racing engines had 
spewed out @ most informative sheet of paper 
giving just the sort of data one wants to 
have. 

‘So it is possible! Full marks, Anderstorp. 

‘An improvement of sorts had been done 
to the circuit, to lessen the chance of a 
racing car hiiting the base of a concrete 
grandstand at high speed. A short bit of 
new roadway converted what had been the 
circuit's fastest comer, a right-hander at 
the end of the longish back straight (which 
is actually an aircraft runway), into a right 
left-right esses. While this did not appear 
to lengthen the lap distance, it did force a 
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drop of perhaps 50 mph through that section, 
and the corresponding increase in lap times 
‘would appear to be something like 24-3 secs. 
(Comparing Ronnie Peterson's 1973 and 1974 
practice times in the same model of car.) 
Not in significantly, as it turned out, the 
new section provided one more place to use 
third gear—(Jarier’s extinguisher went off as 
he changed in the race)—the same gear which 
was used in several others of the comers, and 
which showed a tendency to fail in more than 
one transmission—and it also provided a 
couple of new kerbings to hit! 

‘The balance of che lap remained the same, 
rather slow (108 mph) despite kes straight, 
4 place where the premium was on handling 
through long, tightish, distinctly banked 


inadequacy of the comparatively primi- 
tive pits arrangement, as well as the merely 
average 2) miles lap distance, induced the 
Organisers to turn down the entries of four 
teams: Trojan, Lyncar, Token and Maki. 
‘That left 27 drivers trying for an intended 
maximum of 25 grid positions, In fact there 
was for once more of interest iin the aler 
tions in the drivers’ list than about the 
cars, as mechanically there was nothing very 
new’ in Sweden. 

‘The two drivers making their GP debuts 
were the Scandinavians Leo Kinunnen, who 
hhad practised but not raced in Belgium, and 
Bertil Roos, whose recent career has ‘been 
mostly in America. Additionally, Reine Wisell 
was brought in to replace Stuck for this 
fone event, and at the last minute Richard 
Robarts was contacted to fill in for Merzario. 

‘On the technical side, the writer must 
first ask forgiveness for’ immortalising duff 
gen from Monaco, specifically pertaining to 
Jacky Tekx" engine. Firstly, he did have 
reinstalled for the race the experimental. 
high<orque JW engine (a matter of not 
bothering to check in the morning), and 
secondly he retired when this, and not the 
transmission, broke (a matter of listening 
to the first report—which came from the 
driver's own impression—in the afternoon, 
without double-checking). The reasoning 
behind refitting the engine, despite its not 
giving bewer lap times, was that it would 
allow the use of a taller and hence less 
fragile second gear ratio. It broke in such 
y that, when the derelict car was finally 
ied of its fire extinguisher powder, the 
‘of water from the hose entering the 
Intakes came gushing straight out of the 
bottom of the sump. 

Tekx was using the same car, JPS chassis 
type 72, in Sweden, as was Ronnie Peterson. 
‘Team Lotus did bring along one of the new 
type 76s the same JPS/9 tried at Monaco 
GPS/10 is undergoing modification at the 
Works) and with this Ronnie had earker 
done some very encouraging times. It 
‘appeared for first official practice with the 
sides covered by huge, taped-on air ducts 
to bring air from behind the front wheels 
directly Into the side radiators, an attempt 
to trace and cure an overheating tendency. 

What wath the coldish weather conditions, 
Team Lotus’ prevailing inclination to repeat 
the Monaco strategy and concentrate on the 
‘older, supposedly more reliable cars, and 
especially because perverse little JPS/9 seized 
up her engine solid after about 20 laps of 
Practice, little was learned about this tweak. 
Peterson did think that the new car had 
the potential of being quicker round the 
circuit; one would be foolish to write-off 
the design at this stage, for a “Mk 2” 
version could well be a world beater in the 
second half of the season. 

‘The Lotus cooling experiments, plus experi- 
mental narrow airboxes, were about the most 
radical thing tried in’ practice in Sweden. 
Private testing here as late as the preceding 
Sunday had pretty well satisfied everybody 
about how to set up their cars. Elf Tyrrells, 
interestingly enough, were one team that had 
not done pre-practice testing here, but they 
had nothing new to try; in fact designer 


AUTOSPORT, JUNE 13, 1974 


Derek Gardner said the two 007s were run- 
ning in virually identical trim, even to 
spring rates and roll-bars, as in Spain. Devel- 
‘opment here has been more along the li 

of suiting the drivers to zhe cars than vice 
versa, and the steady progression of finishing 
positions over the last few races demon- 
rated the actual achievement of what Ken 
Tyrrell said he was planning to do with 
Jody Scheckter and Patrick Depailler ever 
‘Since the New Year. 

McLaren Racing had the same quintet of 
chassis, none of them having beea too badly 
bent ai Monaco to mend. Afer the earlier 
tests all were set up nearly the same way. 
with long wheelbases and chisel (as opposed 
to “winkle-picker") moses. Brabhams had 
three BT44s, one as a spare for Carlos 
Reutemann; their tweak was tw try 12 ia 
diameter front wheels at one point, but these 
were nct retained. In the works March camp 
the “teenicolour car” normally used by 
Stuck was actually a brand new chassis after 
his Monaco wreck; in this case the driver 
was new too, Swede Reine Wisell standing 
In while Hanschen was doing an important 
F2. As has become usual, it was VEtorio 
Brambifia in the Beta tools car. Both were 
Using an extra long front nose already seen 
on March's F2s, 

‘The Italian threat was still in its now: 
familiar form, with two race cars plus an 
identical spare, and nothing new being deemed 
necessary to adapt the cars to a circuit 
which should suit their characteristics, BRMs 
did have a change, “the English Ferraris 
being only two in number this week (Migauk: 
stayed at home) and both the same model 
P201 for Henri Pescarolo as well as Jes 
Pierre Bekoise. The newer car for Pesca, 
converted to outboard brakes now since its 
short running-in practice at Monaco, was 
Using the original radiator set-up; JPB"s 
was trying again a different set-up with 
naked coolers in a slightly different place. 
‘Tne UOP Shadow team had extensively tested 
here the newest, short-wheelbase car, 
‘wien tm etal practice, Jean-Pierre arier 
tried it directly against his regular car he 
found it so much quicker that for the race 
he asked for the older one to have its 
spacer taken out too, 

There weren't enough bits eft to convert 
the third machine 10 short wheelbase, 9 
the new, and so far one-off, addition to the 
team had to make do with it as-is, Bertil 
Roos proved to be a quietly determined young 
man, who drove with impressive verve and 
spoke of Fl with self confidence—" Yes, 
T'would say it is jus: about as I imagined 
ke to be. I'm sorry not to have the short- 
wheelbase car, because in testing last week 


I was faster with that than ehis one. This 
‘one is understeering too much, and so to make 
the tail come out I have to throw it out. 
I know & doesn’t look very smooth. 1 would 
like to be doing better, but I know I have 
time...” 

Bang and Olufsen Team Surtees had just 
two cars on hand this time, and (despite 
rumours) both regular drivers Carlos Pact 
‘and Jochen Mass were there to drive them. 
Likewise there were two Iso-Marlboros, but 
here there were three drivers. Tom Belso 
was having another drive in the second car, 
while Arturo Merzario. went out in first 
practice as well. However, his right index 
finger, broken a¢ Imola the week before, 
gave him too much pain and he handed over 
to Richard Robarts, who had been asked by 
Frank Williams to’ come along for such an 
eventuality, 

Vern Schuppan was using this time the 
original Ensign with its longer wheelbase-to- 
track ratio and some different geometries, in 
fan effort to produce more predictable hand- 
ling: there was also a modified nosepiece, 
Finland’s Leo Kinnunen was in the original 
TSI6 AAW Surtees once again, repainted 
a gold colour and running a bit more reliably 
than last time. James Hunt's was the newer 
Hesketh, which ‘had yet more subtle chassis 
and aerodynamic alterations to cure some of 
ts handling severities—which had been 
brought out by James having a chance to 
compare it with one of the Williams cars 
during testing a couple of weeks before at 
Anderstorp. Finally came the bright shiny 
pair of Embassy Lolas, for Graham Hill and 
Guy Edwards; the third car was yet again 
back at the works being modified. 

Here too a journalistic cockup ought to be 
confessed. Graham would like it understood 
that, contrary to reports from Monaco prac: 
tice, he was emphatically not working on his 
stalled car in the tunnel but simply trying 
to push it along the road out of the way. 
“We've discussed this sort of thing," says 
the GPDA President, “and we've all agreed 
what to do, and with the help of the mar- 
shalls I was trying to do it. It was a bad 
place to break down and it was a bad situ: 
tion, but it doesn't help for journalists to 
Usten to stories and not bother to come 
round and ask me about it.” Point taken: 
sorry Mr President. (But it was such a good 
story.) 


PRACTICE 


Unsettled weather turned most of Friday's 
three hours of practice into a dead loss, Early 
fon there was a chance to arrive at some sort 
fof chassis setup, but then a combination of 


Spraying away, the Scheckter way. Jody in happy mood with a bottle of Moet. 
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Niki Lauda and James Hunt were never much farther apart than this for much of the race, but Hunt just couldn't find a way by until but a 
dozen laps from the end, when the Ferrar’s handling worsened, and finally third gear went 


repeated losses of oll on to the racing surface 
and intermittent rain showers—one a real 
Soaker—made most people's day a matter of 
short bursts on one kind of tyre or anothe: 
In the end, Lauda was the quickest which 
was no surprise, Peterson was next by half 
second. which was. encouraging, and 
Scheckter was third by only a tenth’ which 
was food for thought 

‘There wasn't a lot of mechanical drama. 
Peterson had an early lag with a fuel pressure 
problem on his 72, but that was soon fixed 
And he seemed generally pleased and conf 
dent about his chances of winning. He never 
did use the 76 that day, the team preferring 
to spend part of the semi-wet period practis 
ing wheel changes. ‘The forecast for the 
weekend was for more of Priday’s mixed 
Weather, and Colin Chapman is the sort of 
man who goes to great lengths to profit from 
past mistakes—meaning Spain! 

Regazzoni had a shunting disagreement with 
the new chicane, coming in with the nos: 
piece bashed and earth in the radiator ducts, 
80 the spare was got out for him. Pace spent 
the driest part of the session running in a 
new diff, while Mass only did 10 laps before 
the engine broke. Merzario set off experi- 
mentally in the Iso, but only recorded three 
laps before deciding he wasn't going to be 
able to carry on with his broken finger, so 
Robarts was strapped into his place. 

‘So. it wasn't much of a day. Nobody 
learned very much, the mechanics had work 
to do nevertheless, it was chill enough to for 
the breath, and so the evening visit to the 
municipal sauna was welcome. 

‘Thus pre-race preparation had largely to 
be packed into Saturday, but happily the 
weather co-operated. It was still mostly over- 
east but the clouds dropped no rain and the 
track, once the first practising cars blew stand- 
ing water off the surface, stayed dry. Still, 
there was a sense of urgency, because at the 
beginning everyone was sure the weather 
would turn against them. 

To hear the racing engines starting up 
through the clear Swedish air was delightful 
As the new bit seemed to be the place for 
all the action, it was easy to forsake the 
pits and watch practice from there. A. pair 
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of cars came out first, and as they came 
round the U-bend past the pits at the far end 
f the runway they proved to be the two 
JPSs, and they were going hard at It. Nose 
io.tall they accelerated out on to the straight, 

rowing up two quick puffs of water vapour, 
the car with the ice blue helmet just ahead. 
By the parked aircraft and along under the 
skyline Of dark fir trees they came, engines 
straining In unison; reaching up toward jet 
takeoff speed. As one they bent off the runway 
and down the chute toward the esses, as one 
they lifted off, engines crackling, bumped 
down into the rough new section—but the 
second one went straight down the escape 
route, the old fast curve, and wiggled between 
the big red pillow blocks ! 

Ickx was by no means the only man 
try out the escape road. "Give them one and 
they'll need it,” another observer remarked 
with a jaundiced smile, as a growing list of 
cars, front wheels trailing smoke, took the 
last-second option. Outbraking of rivals was a 
revived art here and was practised a. lot. 
The esses themselves were a rough bit of 
Work, with a distinct dip which made vision 
of the kerbings difficult from the cockpits, 
and almost every car was more of less con. 
tinually banging wheels over them. As an 
addition to a not particularly interesting clr 
cuit the new section was very entertaining. 

The Ferraris looked quick through the 
esses, which required braking, a lunge, and 
braking again, and they looked their custo. 
mary well-mannered selves through the long 
banked bends as well. Both were distinctly 
wobbly under braking, however, Regazzoni's 
in particular, and this seemed to be the team's 
chief concern. Still, almost as one has come 
to expect, they were doing better lap times 
than almost every other car, their heavy, 
shrill organ-music dominating every other 
engine noise across the open fields between 
the forest edges 

By the mid-afternoon pause, however, one 
car had recorded a better lap, Scheckter was 
not quite a tenth of a second quicker than 
Lauda, and he was backed up by Depailler 
coming a close fourth to Regazzoni—which 
beat Peterson. Ken Tyrrell's surprised 
delight could be heard in his voice as he 


realised just how well his two young nurslings 
were coming along. Both were driving hard 
nd iy, but the 007 car was going Well 

ihe Importance of having the right basic 
ar was Indicated from the way examples of 
he various marques were tending to clump up 
amongst themselves, like groups of objects 
seeking their own levels in a specific gravity 


Tt was hard to see from outside where 
he Tyrrells were making thelr time, but 


other drivers were slightly agog at how fast 
they were getting Into the turns." You follow 


1d watch them go in,” said one, 
"re sure that this time it’s too fast 
hhipp—around they go!" Derek Gardner, 
a careful man with words, allowed himself 
to admit that “Yes, improving the sensi 
tivity of the front of ‘the car was one of our 
aims with this design.” 

The last session continued to look threaten: 
ing, Indeed there was a light sprinkle of 
rain in the interval, and certain teams decided 
to use what time was left setting the cars 
for the race. This included Ferraris, for Niki 
Lauda confessed later that “I was sure it 
was going to rain, so I never even thought 
about going fast in the afternoon.” Thus. at 
the end of it, when the last times came 
through the speaker system, there were some 
astonished faces. A few minutes from the end 
Scheckter and Peterson and James Hunt 
well ripped off laps quicker than the Ferraris 
had done in that session, but so had Depailler, 
and in fact he was the only one to break 
under the 1 m 25 s line. 

It wasn't quite the last minute, there were 
2 few more moments left, and Patrick was 
quivering like a racehorse to have a final go. 
There was the most amazing sight of him 
forcing the chisel nose of the car almost 
into Ken Tyrrell’s ankles, creeping and creep- 
ing, obviously nearly beside himself with the 
desire that this obstacle would vanish like 
smoke; Ken meanwhile standing with palm 
stretched out straight and resolute that the 
car should not leave the pits until the chief 
mechanic at the rear signalled that he had 
totally finished. It was naked confrontation, 
four hundred horsepower and the trembling 
left leg vs. iron discipline. See if you can 
guess who won! It is Elf Team Tyrrell, 
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‘The Lotus experiment with cooling on the 
76 stopped early with engine seizure. Their 
is with smaller, taller airboxes on both 
‘ended inconclusively, except there was a 
feeling that the airflow to the rear wing was 
distinctly better in yaw and the idea will 
probably be pursued. Ickx was cheerfully 
Unsatisfied with hia 72's handling, saying 
he enjoys saying that “she is understeering 
and oversteering, a little of both, at the same 
time, just enough to be fun.” Peterson's 
Ariving fell short of the abondon with which 
he handled the same car last year, and 
although the walk out to the long Karusell 
to watch him come through on opposite 
Jock with boot hard in it was rewarding. it 
was not the same calibre of sight as iast 
year when he held the car easily at incredible 
angles with smoke pouring from the back 
tyres. Either the car had deteriorated or 
Ht had become more efficient, which amounts 
to the same thing in terms of spectacle. 
‘After the end of practice a mechanic dis 
covered that a parallel link mounting had 
cracked down under the gearbox. 

‘All five McLarens were tried, and all were 
taken to. very similar lap times. While there 
Were individual handling differences (" Trying 
to get these cars to behave identically has 
been the bane of our existence this year") 
the M23x were all showing about the same 
symptoms. "It seems to get into the corner 
well,” said Hailwood, “but then it starts 
understeering, and then coming out it over- 
steers. Bit of a struggle, really.” Mike tried 
his Yardley spare when a bump into a kerbing 
broke a ball joint in the front suspension 
(then quit practice early with that when a 
rear wheel bearing came loose) while Fitti- 
paldi used the Texaco Marlboro spare 
When in the last session a third gear stripped. 
Hulme stayed with the one car, although 
all day its engine was running badly’ 

Reutemann, a driver mentioned by Peterson 
fas a threat to win the race, had been suffer- 
ing some fuel pressure trouble, and finished 
practice stopped at the side of the road when, 
of all. things, his clutch pedal became fouled 
with Its stop. His problem mainly, though, 
had to do with lap speeds, "1 have never 
driven so hard in my life,” he sald after. 
wards, “but I cannot get n good time. The 
tyres ‘aren't getting hot enough. . 

Mechanical’ troubles niggling and serious 
afflicted others: Beltolse’s car blowing out 
Water like a steam traction engine, Robarts 
Coming to an early end of practice with his 
engine broken, and Hill having a 16:42 gear 
strip on the last lap of practice. Of the 
food things that happened to people, Jarier 
found the short wheelbase car so much easier 
to get round the circuit that he asked to 
have his race car converted ; Schuppan found 
the altered Ensign an improvement, although 
he was. still slowest on the time sheets; 
Hunt did a lot of relatively trouble-free laps 
and felt he was making progress with the 
Hesketh's handling. All the rest had more 
or less normal practice sessions and filtered 
into their places on the grid in more or less 
familiar order. 

Much as last year, it didn’t seem to have 
been a very dramatic practice when it was 
all over and the last engine noise died away 
In the pines. The essentially homogenous 
nature of the starting line-up, with similar 
cars near each other, suggested it was going 
to be a race more of machines than of men. 
Having the right car set-up seemed to be the 


trick of the meeting: super driving didn't 
appear to count as much. 
RACE 


The actuality of the Sunday proved better 
than the forecasts, and although the rich 
blue sky was strewn with clouds they were 
light, summery clouds. For the first time 
the ‘air was distinctly warm, and as the 
Afternoon” progressed the sun shone more 
‘and more frequently. It was the last touch 
of cheer on an already festive scene, as 
tens of thousands of Swedes—and Norweg: 
fang and Danes—had during the short, 


bright night-time flooded into the area. Park: 
ing began to be a problem many miles before 
the circuit's gates, and the long streams of 
spectators—something, 


Wke 40,000 of them 


= 


Jean-Pierre Jarier put on a good show with the Shadow, finally finishing fifth despite brake 


trouble and his fire bottle discharging in his face. 


Vittorio Brambilla's the highlight of 


away from a certain sixth place and the car could not 
“John Watson when the Brabham started to have handling problems. 


Wisell got by 


race, but the oll ran out c 


e coaxed over the line. Below 


ntimetres 
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For nearly half the race, 
failure; Brambilla and Jarier follow. 


in a region of vast forests, small farms and 
sleepy towns—coming in the gates showed 
that the first GP of Sweden had been a 
success and that the second one was going 
to establish a tradition. 


Most teams participated in the morning 
half hour untimed session, trying one more 
time to arrive at a good balance of handling 
for the odd type of comer. In a couple of 
cases this was a success, as in that of John 
Watson who found that going back to softer 
chassis settings was “the magic key.” Bram 
bila. was, amazingly, the quickest man in 
the session, and he did it on full tanks. 
But for Frank Williams the warm-up was a 
disaster, as Belso’s car left the road, appar 
ently due to a suspension bracket failure, and 
shunted hard enough that there was no real 
hope of repairing it for the race—and any- 
way the engine was full of dirt, Therefore, 
Tess than an hour before the start, Robarts 
found himself plucked out of his’ windfall 
ride and the Dane, a Marlboro-contracted 
Griver, plugged Into his place. The new 19: 

ruling’ ‘about similar-but-not-identical cars 
fllowed Isos to swap numbers and start the 
Robarts-qualified machines in the spot earned 
by Belso, The same thing applied to Jarier’s 
grid place, and would have applied to Fitti- 
paldi had his times in his two cars not been 
$0 similar—so amazingly similar—when he 


Gecided to race the practice chassis "because 
It feels better.” 
At Anderstorp the actual _start/finish 


straight Is the other end of the circuit from 
the pits; the starting field after a single full 
warm-up lap lined up in grid order and then 
@rove round half the lap again to the start- 
line, Included was Kinunnen, profiting as first 
reserve from Robarts’ blameless misfortune, 
‘and Schuppan who had been instructed to tag 
‘along just in case of further last minute 
misfortune, Nobody actually told him to get 
off the grid, and thus 26, rather than 25, cars 
rolled up to the Swedish flag and tore away 
into the long, banked first corner. 

Depailler, on the inside of the track, found 
his back wheels spinning uselessly on the dust 
there, and lost his pole position to Scheckter 
and his front row to Peterson, who made a 
smoker from the third row. Jarier too came 
storming up and got into the corner In about 
4th or 5th place, but then (to his very great 
annoyance !) muffed a gearchange and drop- 
ped back again. As they all streamed away, 
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the two Texaco Marlboro MeLarens ran lke this, 


flames began pouring from one of them, and 
it was Pescarolo's BRM which stopped at 
the second corner of the race to be covered 
in dense extinguisher powder. 

Streaming round the corners toward the 
pits it was Jody leading from Ronnie and 
Patrick, with Niki and Clay next from Carlos, 
James, Jean-Pierre and Jacky and then ali 
three McLarens. Around the pits turn and out 
on to the aircraft runway they began to string 
out, and the order stabilised, but at the end 
of that first lap and then the second and the 
third they were still all in a line with vi 
tually no gaps developing as yet; it was a 
very long. very fast parade. Inexorably, 
though, the pattern of ‘practice began to 
emerge, and the leading Tyrrell, definitely 
the best car and being driven very hard on 
a clear track in clear air, pulled away. The 
SPS, itself staying ahead of the second Tyrrell, 
followed as hard as it could go, but on the 
ninth lap suddenly vanished when a rear half 
shaft broke. 

Now formed the pattern of the rest of the 
race. Depailler with nothing between him 
and his teammate pulled up closer, and then 
Twins romped of by themselves into the 
forest, leaving the befuddled Ferraris to 
dwindle gradually in their mirrors. The 12s 
still had the legs of everything else, but 

was not by a great amount, and in fact 
Regazzoni’s fourth place was not looking 
very safe from Hunt. ‘The Hesketh had 
scratched by Reutemann, who began to sound 
like having a distinct engine problem, 
although for many laps he kept Jarier, Fitti- 
paldi and Brambilla at bay. The March driver 
had come up to the leading group of the 
parade and formed its tail, after Hailwood’s 
engine died cf a broken fuel pipe circlip. 
Bebind the Italian, a gap grew to the rest 
of the runners who settled into their own 
ionely of convivial bunches. Mass, Von Opel, 
and Belso were having a carve-up, Watson 
and Wisell were hounding each other, while 
Hill and Edwards were nose-to-tail in their 
own private Tyrrell-like demonstration drive 
they were to hold for the entice distance. 
Round and round at the back, regularly, 
came the car that really hadn't started, 
officially that is, the Ensign continuing to 
Iast where one by one more “worthy” 
machines broke down. Schuppan was going 
slowly because of front brake trouble, but 
he Kept going, and nobody showed him a 


ith Emerson Fittipaldi leading, but Hulme dropped out with chassis 


black flag, so. 

Poor Roos stopped after one lap because 
his transmission had jammed itself in second 
gear. Beltolse lasted hardly longer than bis 
teammate when his engine dropped a valve 
while The Flying Finn pulled off along. the 
edge of the runway with electrical failure. 
Pace’s Surtees went along for 14 official 
laps, the handling, bad all through practice, 
gexing worse and worse as Its driver's 
temper grew ever blacker, until finally he 
came into the pits and climbed out and 
‘stalked away in a rage. 

Just after quarter distance Regazzoni, Hunt 
still breathing down his neck, slowed dramatic- 
ally and cruised into the pits with third gear 
broken. ‘The Hesketh, fourth now, fairly 
rushed up the gap to Lauda and began 
looking for a way by that Ferrari too, 

Tckx, who had vanished with a very audible 
engine problem, rejoined at this juncture with 
anew battery and a new spark box, but 
did only a few more laps before quitting com- 
pletely with a low oll pressure reading. 
Reutemann, dropping back with his engine 
misfiring, and his fuel pressure falling, came 
into the pits finally to seek a cure—only to 
be told to climb out and take off his helmet 
because the mechanics could see oll leaking 
out all over the back of the car. Hulme, who 
had been in the job of keeping Fittipaldi 
from the remarkable March of Brambilla, had 
to abandon that when just after half distance 
@ bolt in the rear suspension subframe broke. 
Brambilla however was smoking under power 
and nursing his oil pressure, so the surviving 
McLaren was still safe, Not happy, however, 
for Emerson's front tyres were apparently 
giving him a lot of grief. Jarier, after staying 
ina good place for quite a while, fell gradually 
back with brakes fading away. 

Thus the initial parade had dissolved, leav- 
ing the pair of blue Tyrrells cruising around 
easily in command of the race. The drivers 
were putting on a memorable demonstration, 
running nose to tail, driving hard in the 
corners but using 1000 or more revs less 
than normal, responding to no threat of any 
other car but only to signals from their pit. 
‘There, the strategy was that the start had 
determined the outcome, and although Patrick 
was pressing right up ‘the back of Jody he 
was instructed firmly to “STAY” in his 
place. Well behind, out of sight, Lauda was 
running as hard as he could to stay just out 
of Hunt's clutches, but the Ferrari's handling 
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The two Tyrrells completely dominated race and practice, with Depailler claiming pole position, 
but Scheckter taking the race, 

was getting worse and worse. What had gone the increasingly pedestrian race. Still he 
wrong here was the rear of the chassis, where couldn't_get by, until scarcely a dozen laps 
4 top link mounting point was literally tearing from the end, as the two piled down into the 
away from its supporting tubes at the weld. sharp turn on to the finishing straight, Hunt 
As the big red car lurched around the track scrambled by inside amid a shower of dust 
the Hesketh came closer and closer, and James and stones. That was it for the B3, only a few 
‘was putting on really the one class show of more times around and third gear broke, just 


Sixth and seventh places were claimed by the Embassy Lolas, again running nose to tail as at 
Monaco. Graham Hill led although Guy Edwards showed that he had equal speed by catching 
up after losing 2» letting the Tyrrells by 
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as in its sister. Hunt, free at last, went 
screaming around the circuit with fire in the 
shape of two blue flames in his eyes, He 
actually closed up on them mightily, soon had 
them dancing only seconds ahead of his nose, 
and put every ounce of effort he had into 
bringing them into his grasp. They were in 
fact in some bother, the Tyrrells, as the tyres 
seemed to be going off, there was some tyre 
vibration—affecting particularly Depailler’s 
car at the rear—and they were so close to- 
gether, and Patrick was pushing so hard, 
Setting fastest laps, that anything could have 
happened. 

This was the closest thing going on any- 
where round the 24 miles. Mass, having 
got the better of Belso and Von Opel, was 
driving around trying to keep his ill-handling 
car on the road but failed spectacularly on the 
54th lap. In the same corner at which Pes- 
carolo had retired in flames the  Surtec 
went charging straight off the outside, 
bounded over the rough grassy earth, down an 
embankment—and headed straight’ for the 
derelict, white-frosted BRM. Jochen sald he 
actually closed his eyes and waited for the 
smash—but the dirt-ploughing car veered 
off enough to avoid collision by a couple of 
metres. Nothing had been hit, as there were 
no guardrails or catch fences at that point, 30 
nothing obscured the fact that the front sus- 
pension of the Surtees had broken, a rose 
joint shank snapping where the right upper 
wishbone Joined the chassis at its forward end. 


Reine Wisell’s drive came to a similar 
end, he'd gotten by Watson and pulled away 
as the Hexagon driver slowed and finally pitted 
to change badly chunked front tyres, but on 
the 60th lap the March broke a pin at the 
bottom of the right rear upright and slithered 
toa halt in the escape road of the chicane, 
The other 741, running along apparently sa 

In 6th place, ‘did finally use up the last. of 
its oll, and'as the Tyrrells chased by the 
Hesketh loomed up in the distance the engine 
seized up solid. Anxiously Vittorio steered 
close to the wall under the chequered-flag 
platform, trying to eke out the last few erg 

f momentum to complete one more lap. But 
it was no good. Literally centimetres. short 
f the thin white line the orange nose rolled 
to a stubborn stop. The starter motor wouldn't 
turn over the engine and pushing Is nowadays 
forbidden. The sturdily-built Itallan. levered 
himself up out of the dead car even.as the 
Tyrrells skittered around the corner behind 
him. 

They had been kept well appraised of 
Hunt's advance, and Scheckter was driving 
just fast enough to keep himself and his 
team-mate safe from it. As the two of them 
shot over the beginning of the very last lap 
the gap back to the thrusting white Hesketh 
nose had been 438. Now, 89.17 8 
later, as Jody and then Patrick ripped over 
the finish line by the orange March and under 
the chequer, themselves just 0.38 8 apart, 
James was 2.9% behind the second place 

It was a splendid finish after three excellent 
drives, and although the leading pair were 
toying with the third man he was. forcing 
them to do it carefully. Both Tyrrells lapped 
faster, marginally, than the Hesketh during 
the race, but it ‘appeared to be a slightly 
sounder car, than at the end and had 
Hunt not been stuck bebind the Ferrari team 
for most of the distance the outcome might 
possibly have been a different colour. Any- 
way, the journalists on the Marlboro panel 
awarded him another Prix Rouge et Blanc for 
outstanding spirit, and there is a large body 
of sentiment that now that Jody has Done-It- 
At-Last, it's going to be James'-Turn-Soon. 

Behind Fittipald!'s and Jarier’s game plac- 
Ings, it was good to see the Embassy Lola 
train_bring Hill and Edwards home nose to 
tail 6th and 7th; Belso was 8th with a dis. 
Uinctly duff motor, the only one of five 
Scandinavian entriés to finish, while Von 
Opel followed at a pace calculated to gain 
experience and Watson was last running car 
after a disappointingly long pit stop. Oh—not 
quite last car: the Ensign was there at the 
end too, but not officially, and Schuppan wa: 
excluded from the results, 
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Congratulations Elf team Tyrrell 
and Special Congratulations 

Jody Scheckter on your First Grand 
Prix Win 
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Gerry Marshall on his way to a spectacular win in the DTV Ventora. 


SILVERSTONE 


Rouff holds off Henton 


Rain rather spollt the BARC (Surrey Centre) 
Silverstone meeting last Sunday as continual 
showers resulted in elght wet races—the Wella 
FF round even belng stopped early due to a 
waterlogged track. Tony Rouff took his GRD 
373 to @ superb Win in the Forward Trust F3 
round from Brian Henton whose March 743 
was apparently misfiring. Richard Morgan 
again asserted his authority over the Wella 
FF brigade, the Crossié 25F"s handling being 
vastly superior in the foul conditions, Gerry 
Marshall (Ventora) and Malcolm Johnstone 
(Mint Ford) won the Simoniz saloon rounds 
although the APG Driver of the Day award 
we perb 


‘West (Camaro) won the Britax Production 
Saloon race and Jon Fletcher In the VRM Elan 
for the first time easily won a non-champlon- 
‘ship modsports race. 

The track was very wet when the two 
smaller Simoniz Special Saloons came out to 
‘open the day and pole man Alex Clacher (Imp), 
making a rare appearance away from his 
native north, seized an early lead chased by 
Malcolm Johnstone (Mini Ford) and Jeff Ward 
(mp). But Clacher lasted only until Beckests 
on the third Iap when he spun into retirement 
leaving Johnstone and Ward to dispute the 
Tead, Despite trying all he knew, Ward could 
not get past the Mini despite a mammoth effore 
on the last lap, Ian Briggs (also Mini Ford 
mounted) tried to keep up with these two but 
finished a few seconds in arrears but well 
clear of the rest of the field. Geoff Farmer's 
Imp led home these but a cutting out engine 
allowed William Barrett (Cooper S) to catch 
right up at the end. 

‘Jon Fletcher took over the seat of the VRM 
Elan at Silverstone following John Pearson's 
‘contretemps with the team at Cadwell the 
‘week before. Jon made no mistake in the race 
and scored a comfortable win, despite the 
‘engine running rough at high revs. Ex-Midget 
man Richard Jenvey is working his magic on 
Elans now and came home second after depos- 
ing Bryan Litherland’s repaired E-Type on the 
third lap. Litherland was third clear of class 
winners Ed Stephens (3.0 TVR Tuscan) and 
Andy Bailey in the incredible 1150 frogeye 
‘Sprite, Roger Burnett's Elan was next ahead 
of Andy Fraser who spun his Marcos on lap 
two at Becketts 

‘Tony Rouff seized an immediate lead in the 
Forward Trust F3 round and kept his GRD 
373 ahead of Brian Henton’s works March 743 
throughout by driving a very smooth and well 
controlled race in very treacherous conditions. 
Later Henton claimed he could haye won the 
race but an engine ire slowed him. 
Nicholas von Preussen had a hairy old time 
‘with his March 733 almost going off at Wood- 
ote on Iap two but recovered to take fastest 
lap and third ahead of Jose Chateau- 
briand (March 743) with Jose Espirito Santo 
(March 743), Marcos Morraes (GRD 374) and 
Teleco (March 733) completing the serious 
finishers all having had spins. Dick Parsons’ 
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Smiths Ensign had to stop with a none too 
crisp sounding engine and Derek Lawrence 
retired the Ehrlich ES3 after one lap. 

It was still wet for the Britax production 
saloons and when Brian Pepper (Camaro) 
made @ slow start from the front row, 
mmed sideways in front of the pits, the 
ensuing melee immediately eliminating Stuart 
Rot’s Capri and many others suffering body 
damage. Out of it all though Malcolm West 
(Camaro) emerged as a clear leader with John 
Cooper's Muston Green/Squires Steel BMW 
3.0 Si in hot pursuit. An excursion on to the 
Brass at Woodcote after four laps took some 
Of Cooper's steam away and he settled for a 
close second to West. Barrie Boult had a 
steady but effective drive to third in his Capri 
ahead of Derrick Brunt’s class winning 
Magnum and Malcolm Kay (Camaro), who 
pullled up well from a lowly grid placing. Rex 
Greenslade kept all and sundry entertained 
with the sideways antics In his Magnum ahead 
of the recovered Brian Pepper and Jock 
Robinson, who also managed to adopt some 
seemingly impossible angles in the Marshall 
Wingfield Firenza. Bill Sydenham and David 
Vizard had an enjoyable dice for their class 
lead, the Avenger GTs sliding around all over 
the road with Sydenham just getting away at 
the end. 

‘As the Wella for Men FF's set off, the 
heavens opened and swamped a track which 
was just beginning to dry. Richard Eyre’s 
Dulon MP15 held the lead on lap one but the 
irrepressible Richard Morgan soon forged 
ahead in the Crossié 25F and started to pull 


‘away—the car cornering rock steady compared. 
‘with his pursuers. Eyre held on to second until 
the race was stopped on lap six. Roger Orgee 
(Dulon MP15) and Peter White (Royale RP16) 
finished closely in third and fourth places 
ahead of Alo Lawler, who was charging 


ing a misted visor, and Chris Barnett 
|A). Jeremy Rossiter out in the 
in, was well placed before spin- 
ning off at Becketts and pole man Syd Fox 
(Hawke DL11) spun at Woodcote on lap five, 
pulled back in front of a bunch of cars only 
fo go off again and damage the nose. Morgan's 
car was sealed after the race for a full 
eligibility check to be carried out during the 
week 
‘The big Simoniz Special Saloon race promised 
so much with Gerry Marshals’ Big Bertha 
Ventora, Mick Hill's Capri, Tony Strawson’s 
Capri, Colin Hawker's Capri, Nick Whiting’s 
Escort all on the grid but the still atrocious 
weather ruined any possible battle. Marshall 
Ted away from Hill, John Robinson (1.3 Escort) 
and Tony Sudgen's 1.8 Escort, but the best 
start_was made by Paul Taft's Cooper $ from 
the fifth row as he sho: up to fifth place on 
lap one. On lap two Hill spun at Becketts 
and Taft moved up to third place behind 
Marshall and Sudgen. Hill soon recovered and 
‘was forging back. Marshall meanwhile pulled 
away driving the beast with typical verve 


holding great twitches in front of the pits 
as he scored another win. Hill pulled back 
{0 second on lap five ahead of Sudgen and 
the incredible Taft who led Nick Whiting and 
Nigel Clarke (Cooper S) with Colin Hawker 
next up. Strawson and Robinson were both 
in difficulties on the wet track and were much 
lower than normal. Disaster struck Taft after 
‘seven laps when he ran out of petrol but the 
panel nevertheless awarded him the 
Driver of the Day award for his efforts. So 
behind Marshall. came Hill, the impressive 
‘Sugden, Whiting, class winner Clarke and 
Hawker. 

‘After seeing the Driver of the Day, we were 
treated to the Loonies of the Day in the Repco 
Caravan Farce, sorry Race, Nine articulated 
vehicles lined up and Andrew Higton (VX4/90) 
won from a hard trying Brian Charig (Mustan 
but behind Tony Peatfield (Capri) nerfed John 
Heppenstall's Opel Commodore at Woodcote 
‘on the last lap resulting in the Opel spinning 
around and inverting its caravan on the track 
‘which crumpled and deposited shattered glass 
‘ll over the place — surely the windows should 
be safety ‘oF at least taped up? 

‘To close the day a consolation FF five 
lapper was run and Chris Woodcock, who 
hhad practice trouble, was an easy winner in 
the Wessex Finance Dulon MP1S from Peter 
Owes (Merlyn Mk IIA) and Alex Donachy 
(Lotus 61) who both drove well to keep 
within sight of the experienced Woodcock. 
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First-heat start 


HOCKENHEIM F2 


Jaboullle pulls out from Laffite, Tambay, Stuck (hidden), Pryce and the res 


Jabouille scores for Elf 


Story and pictures by PAUL THOMPSON 


For the third time in 
So often in the shadow of hi 
luck, Jean: 


those of his compatriots in the last two rounds. 
less than a second behind after the first 20 lap heat 


many races, “La Marseillaise 
friend Patrick Depaille 
jerre Jaboullle finally had everything going right for his first F2 win, to add to 


could be heard round the F2 
and so often suffering the same bad 


It was pretty clear eut, though Laffite w 
‘The second part Was stopped after 15 


laps when one of the many showers of the weekend let go a downpour in the stadium, but 


Jaboullle had by then built up six seconds over Hans Stuck who wi 


problems in the works March. 
Laffite took second overall to put him jus 

whilst 

having a one-off drive in Depailler 


jans salvaged third from Tom Pryce, 


hampered with engine 


‘one point behind Stuck in the championship, 
Michel Leclere and Andy Sutcliffe. Leclere, 
March was never happy with the car suffering a down 


‘on power motor whilst Pryce and Sutcliffe both had handling bothers. 
‘The first heat rolling start was a shambles with Coulon and Flammini getting docked a 
minute, Masami Kuwashima was blocked off at the back, but drove a storming race to climb 
back to fifth, before his motor dropped a valve in the second, where David Purley kept us 
‘on our toes with an equally spirited drive from seventeenth to third in his Harper Chevron. 


‘Hesides Jabouille's first, this was Firestons 


s first F2 win of the year having gone back to 


23in new compound tyres, the new look Elf 2's first victory (finally breaking the March 


monopoly), and Josef Schnitzer's first F2 win. 


ENTRY & PRACTICE a 


Formula 2 at Hockenheim always attracts @ 
lnrge entry and this time, there were 39 cars 
to fight for 30 places on the grid. The local 
noise abatement society seem to be getting 
strong nearby and the usual two-day practice 
was cut to just one day in which there were 
three sessions totalling 2) hours. This leaves 
Little time to get cars set up properly and 
means everyone is working flat out. 


‘A half-hour session at 8.30 am set the ball 
rolling, but was hardly enough to sort out 
ratios and set up suspensions, before an hour 
Jong session at eleven and another at four. 
‘The works Marches had been testing on Tues- 
day to sort out the engine dramas after Salz- 
burg. New oll coolers were tried and they 
found the engine running cooler whilst the 
il itself was changed and seemed to do the 
trick. Stuck was clearly fastest in the first 
session, but knocked off another 1.55 in the 
Second to take pole in 2m 00.1. The motor 
Seemed down on power though so this was 
changed for the afternoon practice when a 
few worried looks were to be seen. Michel 
Leclere took over Depailler's Elf car, the 
spare which was readied after Patrick's Salz- 
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burg shunt. He got down to 2m 03.6 before 
junch, but could only clip off another two- 
tenths in the afternoon for the fourth row. 
He could not get comfortable, and though 
good through the corners, found the engine 
flat so this was changed’ for the one from 
Stuck’s car 

‘Jacques Coulon's Antar March was looking 
good through the stadium and he felt pleased 
for a change that all was well, getting second 
fastest time in the morning before chiselling 
away in the second session to get down to 
2m 02.0 for the second row 

‘Along with supplying the latest side pon 
toons {which will soon have crushable struc 
tures) to all those customers who want them 
after Salzburg, Robin Herd had also found 
another couple of hundred revs with some 
suspension settings for the long nose, the 
correct angle being quite critical 

‘The Team Harper/Memphis Chevrons occu. 
pied fifth row of the grid, Dieter Quester 
managing 2m 3.4 to Purley’s 3.65, both times 
being set just before lunch. David had a 
fresh motor since Salzburg. but a change 
of starter motors lost him time in the second 
session and just before the end, he rolled 
to a balt in the stadium with a dud spark 
box. Quester too was delayed with a broken 


rose joint on the throttle linkage, whilst in 


the afternoon the fuel filters were found to 
be blocked with fine paper from the filling, 
but this was remedied without trouble. 


The Baty/Ottershaw Motors Chevron for 
Tom Pryce got down to 2m 2.1 in the second 
practice, but was not having as much of @ 


trouble free time as Salzburg. An under- 
steer tendency resulted in Tom gyrating and 
damaging the nose on a kerb, but in the 
earlier session the Schnitzer motor had deve- 
oped a flat spot at 8000 rpm and one of the 
injection pipes had fractured again. A fresh 


was inserted for the afternoo 


. but this 

ts oll pressure, Another change fol- 
lowed, but when it was checked, an oll pump 
spring was found to be broken, This was 


replaced, the bearings checked and put back 
in for the race. 

Derek Bell stepped into the 
BMW for John Watson and like every othe 
Surtees driver, praised the handling of the 
chassis, but still the BMW motor had no go! 
Most of the quicker BMW runners had the 
choice of two exhaust systems, and Bell's 
was changed for the four into one with 
shorter injection trumpets for more top end 
power. An oil leak from the tank behind 
the driver was discovered early on so this 
was changed delaying matters in the second 
session, so it was during the last practice 
that Derek got down to 2m 4.1, Jose Dol- 
hem’s Hart powered TS 15 was 0.48 slower, 
but after its hard thrash at Salzburg the 
edge seemed to have gone though his mech- 
anics found later that the camber was all 
wrong. The Ecuador/Marlboro equipe had 
Rolf Stommeten to join Ortega and Merello 
but again the latter pair failed to qualify 
their TS 15-BMWs. Rolf got down to 2m 
7.0 and reckoned he could make 2m 4.0 
before withdrawing—a political move it 
appears as Stuck was so much faster! A sad 
waste of three good cars. 

The two Elf 2 equipes were in fine fettle 
as ever with Jean-Pierre Jabouille taking the 
front row with Stuck on 2m 0.8—a time 
which was generally reckoned to be a little 
fast by most teams—even JPJ grinned! This 
was set in the third session for he only got 
In two laps in the morning before his Schnit 
zer motor had a piston blow. His team 
mate, Patrick Tambay, looked very impressive 
getting down to 2m 24 for sixth fastest in 
the morning before running out of petrol. A 
few others ran out too, as the organisers 
extended the practice catching managers out 
on fuel calculations. Both these cars were 


Exp 2 Surtees 
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running the big flat nose and long wing 
arrangement. 

The de Chaunac managed Elfs saw Alain 
Cudini join Alain Serpaggi for his first F2 
race in Leclere’s usual car. The nose broke 
early, however, 30 he did well to get down 
to. 2m 4.3 in the last session to put him 
halfway down the grid. He was also one of 
the few runners to remain on 25in Fire- 
stones, all the faster boys choosing 23in 
tyres.” Serpaggi was lacking power so his 
engine was changed for the race as he found 
himself in the last ten on 2 m 5.2 5, 

Josef Schnitzer is getting his order books 
pretty full and the latest user In F2 was 
Dave Walker, having his first (yes really) F2 
race in Jorg Obermoser’s Warsteiner March 
742, Trouble follows the Australian every- 
where it seems. After six laps a bolt in the 
rear subframe broke. Dave kissed the Armco 
breaking a couple of wheels and the nose. 
When readied for the last practice, a bearing 
collapsed damaging the hub, probably as & 
result of the earlier prang so he was lucky 
to get in near the back. 

‘The BP Racing Marches for Jacques Laffite 
and Jean-Pierre Paoli were looking for a repeat 
of their Salzburg display and Jacques took 
third slot in 2m 1.9's. He was trying very 
hard managing to get quite tweaked up occa- 
sionally but his only <rouble were some very 
Soft Goodyears in the first session which were 
changed, Paoli was a little slower on 2m 3.0 s 
after an engine change. The Martini designed 
noses were both filled In with glass fibre down 
the channels to give a few more revs, but 
otherwise remained unchanged. 

Hardest working crew of the week were 
the Brian Lewis lads who had a new tub 
shipped out from England on Wednesday for 
Andy Sutcliffe and a near new car built up 
for Saturday. The car was pretty well bang 
On, and Andy, after @ change to harder tyres, 
got down to 2 m 4.48 with a fresh GS motor. 
fn the last session though, the gear lever 
broke which spoilt bis chances of improving. 
Bill Gubelmann was a fraction slower on 
4.8 s after a wing support broke in the first 
Session and the fire extinguisher went off in 
the second, 

Equally hard working was Roy Kennedy's 
crew who had vietually rebuilt Masami 
Kuwashima’s Sanyo/Graviner March in the 
‘week, New drive shafts replaced the Salzburg 
failure and a fresh GS engine was installed to 
go with all the latest March tweaks. Unfor- 
tunately the drive shaft rubbers split in the 
first session throwing grease all round, The 
25 in Firestones were replaced with 23 in but 
*'Super-Nip” did not have too many laps in 
the second practice when he got down to 
2m 5.1 s After looking like he was going 
for some quickies in the last session the con- 
nection from the battery to the starter broke 
stranding him round the back of the circuit 

The Italian March runners were out in force 
again, but Gabrielle Serblin lost out to 
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A sideways Leclere is pressed hard by Suteliffe’s hastily rebuilt Brian Lewis Racing March. 


——_ 


Loffite’s second place in the BP March put him second in the championship. 


Maurizio Flammini's CSAI car this time for 
fastest, Both Flammini and Duilio Truffo are 
improving tremendously, for they are the only 
serious March runners not to have the la 
tweaks, still running the stubby noses. 
Flammini got down to 2 m 3.8 s on the sixth 
row whilst Serblin equalled Truffo's 2 m 4.1 s. 
Carlo Martini in the Everest Trivelaico March 
improved to 2 m 4.6 s but Paulo Bozzetto blew 
an engine in the second session and missed 
the third while this was changed. His 2m 6.6 s 
was equalled by Cosimo Turizio having his 
Second F2 race in the Vesuvio March, all 
this lot having the latest tweaks. Carlo Giorgio 
appeared with the Jolly Club March fitted with 
the Holbay Pinto engine but failed to qualify. 
Two GRDs tripped up from Salzburg, with 
Torsten Palm's Plerre Robert BMW engined 
273 getting down to 2 m 5.2 s before a petrol 
leak from the metering unit was discovered 
and the engine was changed during the last 
Session. Claude Bourgolgnie had more pro 
biems to follow on from Salzburg, with che 
engine continuing to misfire, though it had 
been all right in mid week testing. The tran 
sistor box was changed twice before a broken 
distributor was diagnosed in his Hart mill 
A now nose with adjustable lip had also been 
made up improving the handling, but Claude 
found himself at the back of the grid once 
Roland Salomon was having his first F2 
race of the year with his March 732 getting 
down to 2 m 0.83 s after thinking he had 
blown a head gasket. Dieter Basche was on 
the kame time in Jo Vonlanthen’s Brissago 
March whilst Jo Von qualified after blowing 
an engine. Swiss privateers, Jorg Siegrist with 
a March 722 and Gerard Pilion in a 732, com- 
pleted the qualifiers but the latter withdrew 
with sand in his engine, so first reserve 
Roland Binder got a run in his March 732. 


HEAT 1 


The sun was shining strongly as the cars 
went out to warm up but quick showers 
Were ‘around which were keeping team 
managers on edge, Shortly after 11,30, the 
ace car did its bit, but as they filed on to the 
Sraight in pretty ragged order all heli let 
loose. The front rows Kept steady but Coulon 
and Flammini switched on the power a little 
early crossing up the grid and getting a minute 
penalty each. Coulon's jump did not do tim 
much good though for as they hammered back 
from the second chicane nto the stadium, 
Jabouille had the head from Laffite, Tambay, 
Stuck, Paoli, Coulon, Pryce, Leclere, Purley, 
Quester, Cudini and the rest, Pryce had been 
well bottled in at the start whilst Sutcliffe 
and Kuwashima were jammed against the pit 
wall and. started clawing thelr way back 
through. Bourgoignie failed to make the start 
when his engine would not fire up and was 
pushed off for the second week on the trot, 
As they swung ou: through the long back 
stretch each time the order remained much 
the same, before Jabouille started pulling 
ahead of a frantic scrap behind involving 
Laffite, Tambay, Stuck and Paoli. By the fifth 
tap, Jabouille’s Eif had broken the tow but 
Tambay was getting really wound up and had 
passed Laffite and went after his team leader 
in press-on style. Laffite was not letting him 
escape though and next time round they had 
Groped Stuck who had Paoli sniffing very 
close. Coulon and Pryce were a little farther 
back, both cars looking somewhat ragged as 
Pryce looked for a way round the difficult 
Frenchman. The Elfs looked quite Impressive 
up front as far as handling went but on half 
distance Laffite went past Tambay once more. 
Pryce had taken Coulon and Paoli a couple of 
laps earlier and was hauling in Stuck, whose 


2a" 


engine turned out to be lacking in revs aj 
Still they continued at it hammer and tong 
Paoli went shead, then Stuck, then Pryce— 
just what a good race is all about! A few 
Seconds further back Cudini had hauled him. 
self up from a lowly start but Kuwashima was 
really honking on and was now latched on to 
the newcomer's tail. He had been 19th after 
the chaotic start and got held up by a wildly 
Weaving Serblin who was leading an eight 
car train farther back, behind Purley and 
Quester nose to tail. 


With half distance past, the clouds were 
threatening. Jaboullle Tooked well clear’ but 
‘Tambay overdid it at the second chicane leav- 
ing Laffte alone when he locked up. Rather 
than go down the escape roed he backed up 
losing out to. Stuck, Coulon and Pryce, still 
neck and neck and Cudini/Kawashima. "Paoli 
had dropped back with overheating and then 
got nerfed in the side by Flammint who was 
Foing rather quickly for the oil flag was out 
‘Just before this Purley had been having trouble 
selecting gears and went to the pits. for 
attention and later had a puncture which 
dropped him right out of the picture for the 
engine also whizzed round to” 11,000._ Still 
Quester” was” stl thee chasing | Tambay 
followed by Paoll and Sutcliffe, ‘Serblin had 
pitted to remove his nose which had spread 
Gut the train behind so that Leclere was now 
ext up, but suffering with bad handling and 
fn engine 600 revs “down, followed by Bell 
{Gull not pulling), Truffo and Dolhem 

With five lups to run, Laffite started closing 
on Jabouille with Stuck safe in third. Pryce 
and Coulon were still swapping places until 
Pryce finally managed to pull away. though 
Coulon's penalty dropped him to 13th at the 
finish, Kuwashima and Cudini's splendid scrap 
fesolved iteell In favour of “ SuperNip "but 
the pair were very impressive, with Tambay 
recovering to seventh a couple of seconds 
behind. Quester blew up mightily a couple of 
laps from home to leave Sutchiffe from Leclere 
and Bell and then Truffo and Dolhem. A few 
drops of rain fad been falling but it waited 
Until the finish before a heavy shower bore 
down, with Laffite having closed to within 
& second of Jabouille 


HEAT 2 


It transpired after the race that Stuck had 
cracked a spark plug lead losing current which 
put him some 800 revs down so fireworks 
might be expected in this heat. The start was 
f little more orderly this time but there was 
ho mistaking the orange topped Elf which ran 
Into the lead once again. Again Laffite shot 
Into second then Pryce, Tambay, Stuck, Sut 
cliffe, Leclere, Kuwashima, Purley, Bell, Coulon 
and Serblin. Real motor racing and round 
two was on the menu! Pryce walloped his 
way Into second next time round chased by 
Tambay and after another lap they started 
to drop Laffite whose clutch had gone. Cudini 
had pitted on the first lap with a plug lead 
off and he came out as the leaders passed 
He ‘latched on to the second group and 
showed his form by staying more or less 
with them for the rest of the race. 

Stuck was still missing vital revs but he 
moved into fourth at the expense of Laffite 
with the gap widening back to Leclere and 
Purley, then Sutcliffe, Bell, Coulon and Serb- 
lin, Kuwashima had’ just’ retired from this 
bunch with a suspected dropped valve after 
over revving in the first part and then Bell 
had a nasty experience exiting the corner 
on to the pit straight when a rear wheel 
centre broke away from the wheel sending 
hhim into the boonies just short of the wall 


Jaboullle meanwhile was showing his 
mastery as he pulled further away from Pryce 
still hounded by Tamb: 

hanging on. Then 
make it an Elf 1-2 again. As Purley started 
closing the gap to Laffite (now dicing with 
Cudini) there was a deep boom of thunder 
and heavy black clouds suddenly blocked out 
the sun. That marked the exit of a dis- 
appointed Tambay whose engine blew out all 
Its oll. Pryce spun, giving second to Stuck 
and then little drops of rain started to fall 
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through Stuck 
Pryce manage Dut undaunted, 
hauled himself back ahead of the BP March 
before a real cloudburst hit the stadium. It 
was dry round the back but as they steamed 
In for the Afteenth time, came. th 
chequered flag for Jaboullie before anyone 
had-a chance to dive into the pits for wets 


Stuck kept his second slot by just 2s 
Purley, while Pryce managed one more spin 
stadium and dropped back to fi 
behind Laffite. Leclere found his March a 
jer this time and kept Coulon a 
bay with Sutcliffe eighth in handling trouble, 
then Paoli (running his dented tub after the 
first heat nerf), Truffo, Dolhem and Ser 
pagal owe as 


The Harper Chevrons of Purley and Quester sandwich Serblin’s March. 


AUTOSPORT, JUNE 13, 1974 


Shell 


AUTOSPORT, JUNE 13, 1974 25 


Correspondence 


F2000—senior league 


When Formula Ford drivers, entrants and con- 
structors met to discuss the new Formula 
Ford 2000 it was agreed that it would be sen- 
sible to have some form of driver qualification 
for this new “ Senior" league. 

‘As the BRSCC were the only club repre- 
sented at that original meeting, I was lum- 
dered with the job of proposing an 
acceptable qualification system. May I, there- 
fore, through your column now present some 
ideas that we have subsequently formulated 
after discussions with a number of our 
‘members. 

Everyone seems agreed that as Formula 
Ford 2000 should be the stepping stone from 
Formula Ford to Formula’ 3 or Formula 
Atlantic, the ideal is that we cream off, say, the 
top 50 Formula Ford drivers into this new 
Jeague. 

We don't want " pot hunters” moving down 
‘the ladder from the senior formulae. “As we 
want to relieve the present congestion in 
Formula Ford, we don't want drivers contest- 
Ing both formulae, We don't want raw novices 
starting off in Formula Ford 2000; the pre- 
sent Formula Ford, which will of course con- 
tinue, Is the place for them. 

So, as we see it, you need the following 
‘qualifications 

(@) To be eligible for Formula Ford 2000 
‘@ driver must have had Formula Ford 
experience. We suggest a minimum of 
two “full” seasons (which need not 
ye consecutive) and perhaps we should 

@iso specify that you have to do say 
‘six races per season. 

(b) Having once raced in Formula Ford 
2000, a driver would not be eligible 
to drive in Formula Ford (or if he went 
back to Formula Ford he would for: 
felt the right to do Formula Ford 2000 
again for that season), 

(©) The driver must have held an interna- 
tional competition licence during 1973 
and 1974, 

(@) Drivers who have competed in Formula 
1, Formula $000, Formula 2, Formula 
3° or Formula Atlantic would be 
excluded. 

Some of our members have also suggested 
that there should be @ further qualification 
which takes into account the driver's past 
pecformances in Formula Ford racing. A 
system of computing a minimum number of 
points scored in the major national champion- 
ships during the preceding year has been 
Proposed. This minimum total would be selec- 
ted 50 that it produced a “seeded” list of 
say the top 50 drivers 

However, this could exclude a number of 
potentially successful Formula Ford drivers 
who, for one reason or ancther, have not 
regularly contested recent championships but 
who, nevertheless, are extremely competitive 
‘and’ who would ‘be the right material for 
Formula Ford 2000. 

If any Formula Ford drivers have any views 
please let me know. If you are not happy 
with the above proposals then we took to 
you to put forward a better set of rules ! 
Lonoo, W4 STW. PETER BROWNING. 

(Executive Director, BRSCC.) 


Real races 


For the record, please get the Monaco GP 
into perspective. As in 1970 Lotus won the 
race, using the “old" car while the new 
fone gets teething troubles ironed out, but 
that Is where the similarity ends. 

The 1974 Monaco GP was a complete 
shambles. With all due respect to the other 
finishers, there was no car/driver combina- 
tion left in the race capable of giving chase 
toa “fit Peterson and a well sorted 72. 


‘The fact that his nearest challenge came from 
‘Scheckter, who finished half a minute behind 
him, shows that he was under no great 
Pressure. Lotus deserve no credit other than 
a brief mention that they at last covered the 
full race distance, which I suppose Is a com- 
pliment In itself, however grudgingly given. 


The 1970 race was a class apart. Rindt took 
2-5 off the existing lap record during those 
ast incredible laps when he challenged Jack 


MICHAELLE BURNS-GReIa (MiSs), 
Duns, BERWICKSHIRE. 


Surtees and facts 


1 must voice my company's concem that a 
journal such as yours should write pieces 
such as appeared under “Briefly” in your 
edition of May 23, relative to Jochen Mass. 
Tt would be normal courtesy to pick up the 
telephone and ask, but as this was not done 
1 will try to give you a few facts after 
the event so that perhaps you will not make 
the same mistake again. 

Jochen Mass is contracted to this company 
for this year and 1975 under the terms of 
his contract which he signed prior to last 
season. He will leave this company should 
‘we wish it, or consider it, in this company’s 
Interests. Despite the fact that he has had 
an immense strain on him for the past few 
months, it can only partly be attributed to 
some of the problems he has had with cars. 
‘At no time have we voiced complaints when 
we have had a considerable number of very 
bent motorcars, as we had faith in Jochen 
Mass when we signed him and we still have 
faith. Although it is acknowledged that we 
ourselves, as a company, are going through 
@ difficult period with some of the problems 

have experienced, it must also be under- 
stood that they are not all of our making, 
‘and that personal problems also affect it. 
In view of this I would have thought that 
instead of trying to fan the flames by 
making statements as you did, a call could 
have clarified the situation. 
Epensnince, Kent. 


Joun Sunrees. 
(Team Surtees Ltd.) 


Excuses 


According to the report on the Simoniz 
‘Special Satoon race at Brands in the May 23 
issue, Bob Constanduros states that the 
“‘batile was joined (between Nick Whiting 
and Colin Hawker) in front of a sick (car and 
driver) Marshall.” 

What I would like to know is why must 
we have these pitiful excuses everytime Gerry 
Marshall is beaten? Before the race in the 
‘assembly area, Marshall seemed in the best 
‘Of spirits as by the lap times, so did bis 
car. ‘Therefore, if we have to put up with 
bis arrogant and petty remarks when he wins 
@ race, 1 think you should forget his futile 
excuses and leave us the opportunity to gloat 
over his defeat, 

Haves, Mipx. 


Disgust 


We should like to express our complete and 
utter disgust on the television coverage of 
the Monaco Grand Prix two weeks ago. We 
appreciate Raymond Baxter's problems in 
linking up a commentary with a tatty piece 
of film, but for a professional commentator 
to be totally lost for words for 15 s or so is 
surely an utter disgrace 

‘The quality of the film was not exactly 
inspiring, although we did enjoy viewing 
the empty track at the Station Hairpin, 


Grraro Jones. 


‘accompanied by such words as “there goss 
Niki Lauda"; who was standing rather 
dejectedly behind the Armco at the time he 
‘was supposedly leading! 

Surely this Is not the way to interest the 
~ telly-goggling” public in motor racing and 
considering the absurdly small amount of 
coverage motor sport gets on television, we 
should have thought the little we are allowed 
could be of a reasonable standard. 


Stowe, BucKINGHAM. 


Scottish Rally 


An open letter to Major Tennant-Reid of the 
RSAC 


“Regarding the cancellation of the Scottish 
Rally, as a trade entrant I wish to express my 
disapproval of the timing of the announce 
‘ment of the cancellation of the event. 

“The announcement was both premature 
and ill-founded In view of the fact that talks 
were still going on with the strikers and 
At best should have been to the effect that a 
cancellation may be necessary. 

The precedent being the "foot and mouth 
RAC." If the early announcement was to be 
for the benefit of foreign competitors then 
it was not premature but in fact too late 
‘as they would already have left, 

T feel that great harm has been done to 
motor sport by this decision as sponsors and 
‘would-be sponsors must now consider whether 
this sport is stable enough to invest the 
large sums of money involved. It is felt that 
perhaps the competitors committee of the 
RSAC is not nearly as professional as the 
competitors and would benefit’ from the 
Injection of up-to-date advice as the RAC 
has in the form of Jim Porter. 

* Statements have been made in the press 
that only two complaints had been received 
by the RSAC regarding the cancellation but 
y ships 
telescope to his blind eye, 
‘My personal experience is that there were 
probably 178 complaining entrants not to 
mention all the other spin-off people such as 
hoteliers, garages, restaurants, gifts shops, etc. 

In closing 1 might add that the first’ and 
only official communication that this team 
received was on Friday saying that the rally 
was cancelled and therefore in view of the 
changed situation could have been preceded 
by a telegram reversing the information 
subsequently received by post. 

Davi F. PORTER. 
Fountaianince, ScorLanp. 


Defence for road rallies 


‘Tony Dron’s piece on “sticking by your 
mates” in the May 23 issue was excellent, 
It is just possible that whoever is responsible 
for writing club rally reports could be forced 
to read Tony's comments ? 

‘To hear supporters of one branch of motor 
sport publicly Knocking another branch by 
sianted reperting is pathetic. Do you not 
realise that casual readers of your magazine 
imagine that Aurosrort knows all about club 
rallying, and writes such reports as a friend 
Of the sport ? 

Can 1 emphasise again that club restricted 
rallying does not consist of numerous en- 
counters with local police, angry farmers and 
others. To portray it as such is absurd, and 
is as distorted as the national press coverage 
of Grand Prix racing. 

Please note 1 am not a diehard road rally 
competitor. In fact, I have left road rallies 
for stages, events thereby enjoying the 
greater freedom and speeds allowed. But 1 
cannot leave such an enjoyable and excellent 
sport as club rallying undefended. 


St Anne's, Lancs. Mice Hatty, 
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The Winner 


98 Fulbourn Old Drift, Cambridge, Tel. Cambridge 42268 Telex 81653 


ogy | 


In no time at all Safety 
Devices have become accepted 
as the leading manufacturers of 
roll-over bars and cages. 

Soys who? 

Says Ford (AVO and Com- 
petitions Departments), British 
Leyland Special Tuning and 
Chrysler Competitions Department. 
Plus Lotus for their Elite. Plus 
most of the discerning drivers who 
want to stay in one piece - even 
if their cor doesn't. 

If you want to see what Safety 
Devices have to offer - and, in 
many cases, make comparison with 
less well-made bars - vroom along 
to one of our distributors 

They're winners, too. 


Safety Devices 


Always looking for a better way. 


SAFETY DEVICES 


ROLL-OVER BARS AND CAGES 
FROM JEMWOOD 
JEMWOOD CARS LTD 


YORK SPORT 


11a Lawrence Street, 
York, 
Yorkshire. 
Tel.: 
York (0904) 53467. 
Trade and Retail Enquiries 
welcome 


TMS 


CAR ACCESSORIES 
12 DERWENT CLOSE 
WARNDON, 
WORCESTERSHIRE 


Ron or Dave on 0905-21146 
for qu 
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GPPOSITE LGC 


310 GROVE GREEN ROAD, 
LEYTONSTONE, 
LONDON E11. 


Please Telephone 01-556 7700. 


SEATS. BELTS 
SAFETY DEVICES, CAGES 
SAFETY HARNESSES 
PLUS MUCH MORE 


London distri 


safety device 


CHRIS MONTAGUE 
CARB CO. 


364 CRICKLEWOOD LANE. 
LONDON NW2 204. 
TEL: 01-455 3039 


Full range in stock and 


PIERSTUNE 


Escort and Mini laminated windscreens 


PIERSTUNE, 
SUNNYBANK GARAGE. 

ASH WHITCHURCH” SHROPSHIRE. 
TEL! WHITCHURCH Stes, 


HOOPERS 
of BRISTO 


Area destiitnitors t 


JACOBS WELLS ROAD. 
BRISTOL 8. 
Tel: 0272 23946 


TMS ACCESSORIES 


27 EIGN ROAD, 
HEREFORD. 
TEL: HEREFORD 69014 
and ask Mike Spratt 
for quote. 


TRADE ENQU:RIES WELCOME 


PAYNES 


MOTOR ACCESSORIES 
94 STATION ROAD, 
RAINHAM, 
KENT. 

Engine tuning and balancing. 


Tel: Barry Dutnall, 
MEDWAY 33859 for quote 


Northern Relly Sport Centre 
TRIPLE ‘A’ GARAGES 


28 HARVEY CLOSE. 
WASHINGTON, 
COUNTY DURHAM, 
TEL : 0632 4602! 


MOTORTUNE 


83-85 High Street, 
Bangor, 
Co Down. 


Tel: Bangor 5020/63583. 


Sole Northern Ireland 
distributors. 


a 


idances : 


Reg Woodcock and Simon Phillips squeeze by Martin Crowther on 


sht. Crowther waits for the bangs. 


BRANDS HATCH 


Mendham beats the Imps 


‘A fantastic battle between Fergus Tait and 
Jeremy Gambs in the Low Cost Racing 
Formula Four round wi 


Tait trying everything to find a way 
round the more experienced former F3 driver. 
there was the 

ing home both 
ps to earn himself £100 
the Townsend Thoresen 
ilowed Roy Klomfass, suffering from 
flu, to further extend his lead. This London 
Car Club event was considerably delayed by 
the effects of the odd shower that crossed 


race to run, 

‘As is the pattern these days, the m 
marted with two Townsend Thoresen heats, 
the first being the more star studded with 
Roy Klomfass (Hawke-Lloyd D111) leading 
off from the front row. Behind him Pato 
Nunez and Wil Arif had quite a coming 
together as Nunez rushed through from the 
Second row, but both continued, Pato in 
‘Second place. Pato was down in third by the 
‘end of the lap, passed by Rob Wicken's Mer- 
lyn by Druids’ and then by Arif a lap later. 
Wicken was challenging Klomfass by half: 
distance of the eight laps, but atthe same 
time came under pressure from Arif who got 
by at Kidney, Arif then challenged Kiomfass 
to flagfall without effect, while Wicken lost 
time on the last lap with a moment. Lou de 
Marco sat behind these three watching the 
fun, finishing fourth. However, Arif earned 
himself a 10's penalty for a push-start 

Heat two lost Frank Hopper's Crossle with 
practice prang at Paddock, but there was 
still Richard Hawkins’ Dulon as a Name” 
car/driver combination. However, it was South 
African FF champion (excelling on the same 
ay as a former holder of that title), Kenny 
Gray, who took his Van Diemen into an early 
lead ‘with five others snapping at his heels 
from whom Richard Hawkins emerged. He 
was just beginning to catch the South African 
around half distance when he spun at Druids, 
the handling being rather harsh with a stiff 
anti-roll bar. So Gray ran out the leader, 
Whilst the second driver from the bunch was 
Rob Newall (Jamun T3) who drove a steady 
race into second, Third was squabbled over 
for the duration by Tony Haines (Lotus- 
Rowland 61R) and Brian Songhurst’s Royale, 
that being the finishing order. 

‘The final was the last race of the day, 
approaching 7pm and Klomfass made no 
mistakes about this, although his start cer- 
tainly seemed too eager, like so many others 
during the day, which can only be the fault 
of the starter. However, he led throughout, 
with Rob Wicken chasing him all the way, 
and really only getting in touch at the end 
when it was too late. Equally consistent was 
de Marco in third, while fourth was just the 
same until Frank Bradley spun his Elden 
into the chicken wire at Bottom Bend so 
Kenny Gray came home fourth with Richard 
Hawkins. still not entirely happy with the 


circuit and his handling, in fifth. Wil Arif 
borrowed fellow Southern Organs sponsored 
driver Barry Andrews’ Lotus for sixth place 
following his heat incident. 

After everybody had rushed off the grid to 
change to wets as a shower hit the circuit, 
the Kent Messenger 1000 cc saloons lined up 
to. try again, and although Graham Brasler 
split the two Kent Messenger Imps in his 
similarly coloured model for half of the lap, 
it was soon John Homewood followed by Ray 
Calcutt. But who was lurking behind? Mo 
Mendham really had the bit between his 
teeth and had taken Calcutt by lap two and 
set off after Homewood. And that didn't take 
Jong either. Side by side up Pilgrims Rise 
and through Druids, he was by and counting 
his £100 bonus by jap five and extending his 
ead all the time. Homewood and Calcutt kept 
up the chase while Mike Chapple’s Imp took 
fourth. Championship contender Terry Attoe 
spun out of fourth early In the race. 

Jeremy Gambs took over his old F3 GRD- 
Lucas 373 after flancée Lorina Boughton com. 
plained of flu and put it on the front row of 
the Low Cost Racing F4 round, but alongside 
him was Feegus Tait in the MRE. Gambs 
grabbed an early lead but was soon joined 
by Tait after he disposed of John Webb's re- 
built Chevron. It was the former two who 
made the race of the day, with Tait trying 
everything and finally getting by for lap 
seven, but that was all and Gambs was back 
In front again for the flag, with Tait but a 
foot oF two behind him. Webb held off Alex 
Lowe's Chevron BIS for third with Ron Grif- 
fiths next up. 

Down came the rain again for the Charles 
Spreckley thoroughbred sports car round and 
it looked as though the good gentlemen would 
put on a really good thrash despite the rain 
and the dreaded Armco they #0 detest. First 
time round Robin Gray's Morgam Plus 4 was 
really closely challenged by the famous D300 
of John Chatham, but the challenge faded 
and Gray ran home an easy winner. As 
Richard Williams dropped down the field in 
his Aston Martin DB4, so Chatham slowly 
came under pressure from Reg Woodcock's 
‘TR3 but he held on to second with Woodcock 
third. Alan Ede pulled up through the field 
to fourth followed by Simon Phillips’ Frazer 
Nash. Vic Ellis (MGA) took the small class 
after Roy McCarthy committed various indis- 
eretions around the track 

With the track still damp, various rubber- 
ware was adopted by the Monopostos from 
slicks to Dunlop Formula 70s, and although 
the track dried, it was the wet weather 
wearers who triumphed. Brian Jordan took an 
early lead in the Nike, one that again looked 
too good for the same reason as before, but 
by the end of lap one, Mike Bowers was 
through to a lead he wasn't to lose in his 
Panther-powered Brabham BT21C. Jordan kept 
up the challenge for a lap but slipped back 
to be overtaken by Brian Toft’s front-engined 
‘Anco running on Firestone Torinos. Into 
fourth, behind Jordan, came Alan Baillie’s 
attractive Viking, which was involved in a 
first-lap accident with Paul Maxwell, which 
left him facing the wrong direction about 20 


yards from where he started. With @ pheno- 
menal drive, he took fourth from David 
Coombs’ Formula 70-shod Manta-Renault 71D. 
on lap nine after a tremendous drive. 

Penultimate race of the day was LCC's 
one-hour pit stop race for special and Gl 
saloons, the latter class consisting of one 
Cortina:Savage Mk 3 and Mo Mendham in his 
£80 tow car. There were the usual time- 
consuming, slightly pointless tasks to carry 
out by the crews in three different stops but 
it all meant tremendous exertions for them, 
and a rare opportunity to drive round Brands 
Hatch for an almost uninterrupted hour. Ray 
Calcutt did 52 laps to win with engine man 
George Bevan masterminding pit operations, 
from Dave Foster (1.3 Mini) with Bernard 
Bird failing to make it three victories in a 
row in this event, coming third, although his 
spin delayed him considerably when he 
couldn't get the car started. 


BOB CONSTANDUROS 


Kenny Gray and Tony Haines lead a Formula 
Ford train out of Paddock in the second heat. 


prin 
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AINTREE 


Classic nostalgia on anniversary 


Almost exactly 20 years ago to the day 
Aintree first opened its doors to racing cars 
‘and It was a nice touch that at the Aintree 
Cireult Club's nine race meeting last Saturday 
‘two events should be rounds of the popular 
Classic Car Championship while the 
course car the actual ex-works Jaguar 
XK120C with which Duncan Hamilton won 
the very first race on May 29, 1954, On a 
cold, windy afternoon a falr-sized | crowd 
chose Aintree in preference to Liverpool's 
Lord Mayor's Show and saw some good 
racing despite rather too many non-starters 
‘among the very full entry. 

"The only. saloon. car event, a round 
of the Brook Hire Championship, seemed 
certain to be won by one of the 
sponsor's cars for it was dominated 
by Tony — Sugden's Escort BDE and 
Dave Millington's Firenza. The Escort led by 
fem for three laps before stopping with an 
overflowing oll catch tank suggesting internal 
engine horrors, leaving Millington to take a 
convincing win, lapping all bar second man 
Derek Walker in his ingenious Fiat 850/ 
Merlyn/Holbay. The only threat to Rent-a-win 
‘would have been Brian Whiting's Escort BDE 
but this had to be push-started from the 10s 
mark, The promising Whiting made up for 
these handicaps to be second by half distance 
Dut then the oll pressure disappeared. The 
fastest 1300 Cooper Ss of Bob Fox and 
Robin Farquhar had been mixing it with the 
Flow. Flex Fiat but Fox's fan belt fell off 
and Farquhar fell back £0 secure third and 

‘The Formula Vee Championship round also 
began with a good dice for the lead between 
Bran Uriwin's McNamara, Malcolm Horwood’ 
CM and Richard Towers's Austro. But it 
didn't last. tong for Horwood spun at 
Country on the second lap, sending Uriwin 
on to the grass in avoidance and leaving 
Towers no spare room 90 the CM and Austro 
retired with minor damage and the McNamara 
carried on £0 a convincing win looking rather 
luke a mobile haystack. Despite the valiant 
efforts of Alex Lowe, Colin Dawson's Wooler 
took second while Peter Wimhurst set a new 
lap record on his way ¢o fourth position, 
after spinning his Vee Max to last at Club on 
the second tap. 

Because of chassis-flexing problems with 
his new car, Alan Baillie has transferred his 
March 733 body to bis old Viking Mk 1A 
and this very smart machine was good enough 
to lead the Monoposto Formula Championship 
event from start to finish, albeit under heavy 
pressure from Brian Jordan's Nike which 
finished only 0.4 5 behind. Baillie shared a 
new lap record with John Boughton who had 
fan eventful race in his Brabham BT23C be- 
Binning with an agricultural moment at Club 
‘On the first lap and ending with a spin into 
the bank at Country on the last. 

By the end of the modsports race there 


wasnt a fit Lotus Elan to be seen anywhere. 
‘The head gasket in John Evans's new engine 
had failed in practice, so he mever started; 
Jon Fletcher's ‘clutch master cylinder seized 
‘on the first lap when he was third; Richard 
Jenvey Jed for a lap, then chased John 
Pearson's Jaguar XK120 for three more before 
‘a rear damper pulled out; and Rodger Bur- 
net's ex-Bryan Litherland Elan just cut out 
It was perheps poetic justice, therefore, that 
Pearson, who has just lost his drive in the 
VRM Elan (for being too successful 2), 
should bring the old XK out of hibernation 
and win. Litherland brought the ex-Brian 
Murphy 45 E-type back to its former home 
and the car showed it knew a thing or two 
about Aintree by keeping out Bob Jarvis's 
Impadent Davrian from second, Jarvis winning 
his class and shattering the class record. The 
1300 Spridgets fought mightily among them. 
selves with Ian McCullough finally triumph- 
Ing over Gordon Howie by a second as the 
pair of them snapped at the heels of Robin 
Hamilton's luridly driven Aston Martin DB4 
GT. 

‘A consolation race for unqualified Formula 
Fords and spare Formula Vees had eight 
starters and nine finishers after another one 
crept out of the pits. Frank Potts came 
Uhrough from the 10 s mark in his ex-Alo 
Lawler Royale RP16 to win from the tussling 
Robin Maydew (Alexis Mk 18B) and Trevor 
Lowe in another Royale, who almost dead- 
heated. 

‘Alter warming-up with fifth place in the 
modsports race, Mike Salmon made 9 bones 
about winning the “front-engined” Classic 
Car race in Lord Downe's Aston Martin P212. 
Both Salmon and Willie Green in Anthony 
Bamford's ex-Briggs Cunningham lightweight 
E-type were sliding their cars beautifully but 
the very original Coventry product was 10 
match for the Aston. Reliant Robin (alias 
Rew of Silverstone) astonished one and all, 
not least himself, with a tremendous drive in 
the Sabre which ended in fourth place a mere 
0.2 & behind John Carden’s ex-Lumsden/Sar- 
ent Le Mans E-type. Hugh Clifford's ex-lan 
Walker Elan claimed fifth and its class with 
@ push start but without a bonnet. 

‘Yet another potentially good race was 
spoilt in the early laps. Alo Lawler (Hawke 
DLM), Stuart Baird (Merlyn Mk 24), Ed Wil- 
cox (Van Diemen RF74) and Mike Wrigley 
(Hawke DLI1) indulged in a furious struggle 
for the lead of the Formula Ford event until 
hap four when Wilcox, who had just taken 
the lead, spun at Village, was hit amidships 
by Wrigley and flown over by the Sunflight 
Holidays car of Baird. Lawler missed out 
on this one and was left with a good lead 
which he held to the end. Peter White tad his 
first outing in the works, short wheelbase 
Royale RPIGA, liked it and finished second 
while Barry Warburton's attempts to make 
amends for team-mate Wilcox's error ended 


Malcolm Horwood faces the camera in his FV CM while Messrs Urlwin and Towers fly off in 


avoidance, the former winning ultimately 
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at half distance with piston ring failure when 
be had his Van Diemen in a challenging 
third, 

'Non-starters disappointingly reduced the 
second Classic Car race to only six on the 
grid. Willie Green did his best eo inject some 
fe into the 10 laps by hurling the shatter- 
ingly fast JCB Lister-Chevrolet around the 
place to lead Anthony Hutton’s much more 
modern Mirage GT40 for four splendid taps. 
‘Then sophistication took over and Hutton 
went by to a comfortable win but that Lister 
is really something else! Monoposto man 
Brian Jordan took third in a normal GT40 
after John Cooper tad delayed his first lap 
by spinning his GT40 at 

‘As David Taylor's BRM P153B still awaits 
‘engine parts, Kim Mather had to make do with 
the second-string Brabham BT38C but this 
Formula Atlantic car was good enough to 
win the Duckhams Formule Libre final even 


BTS6 ‘and Chris Choat’s similar, but BDA- 
engined car gave chase until Barak blew the 
head gasket. Aintree veteran Jim Charnock 
saw off Peter Dugdale’s F3. March 733 to take 
third én his Brabham BT30 while the best 
two-seater was Les Aylott's Sports GT Ardua 
feom Dave Pattle's Clubmen's U2 Mk 14 after 
Malcolm Jackson's similar U2 had slowed 
with overheating. 


IAN TITCHMARSH 
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Road test 


by John Bolster 


The breathtaking beauty of the Bora remains untouched but a lot of extra interior space has heen found by fitting a much shorter ¢ 


Maserati Merak—sheer sensual pleasure 


Of all the exotic cars that are bought by 
millionaires, the mid-engined Maserati Bora 
is one of the most spectacular. With a crowd: 
stopping body designed by Giorgio Glugiaro 
and powered by a superb 4.7-litre V8 engi 

it carries just. two people and very. lit 
luggage at 10 to. 12 mpg. This scarcely 
amounts to practical transportation, but the 
Merak, which uses virtually the same body 
shell, shows that the mid-engined sports car 
can be a sensible everyday vehicle for business 
and. pleasure. 

The breathtaking beauty of the Bora remains 
untouched but a lot of extra interior space 
has been found by fitting 
engine, This is the 4-cam V 
SM, bored out to just S-litres, and both space 
fand weight are also saved by using the SM 
S-speed transmission instead of the big ZF 
box. This drops the maximum speed from over 
160 mph to about 140 mph, but it also 
reduces the petrol consumption from the 
Impossible to the acceptable. 

‘The space gained is used for two occasional 
seats. The left one is quite practical, for the 
front passenger has so much leg room that 
it Is no hardship to move his seat forward a 
bit on the runners, while the rear headroom 
is just adequate. The right one, on the other 
hand, has inadequate leg room, because the 
position of the pedals keeps the driver fairly 
far back. If anybody really cared about making 
this seat habitable, some more space could 
certainly be conjured up especially as the 
Steering wheel is adjustable in both directions. 

Much more important is the deep and 
really roomy front luggage boot. This space is 
available because an emergency spare wheel 
with a narrow tyre can be accommodated over 


30 


the transmission. The huge tyres used on this 
car could not be fitted in, but a spare is 20 
seldom required that I do not quarrel with 
this solution. Indeed, I ran a sports car for 
several years without carrying a spare and 
never regretted it. The elaborate glasshouse 


at the rear of the Bora has also been deleted, 
which is a good thing as it always tended to 


rs make entry easy, though the 
car is so low. Once installed. the driver finds 
that he has an unbeatable all-round view. The 
short little front bonnet falls away to nothing 
and at the rear the flat engine bonnet is 
bounded by a lip, so that one can back up to 
within a millimetre of another vehicle without 
touching it. The mirror gives a splendid view 
to the rear, which is certainly just as well 

Perhaps ‘the first surprise is the character 
of the engine, for in enlarging it from 2670 ce 
to 2965 cc, the Maserati engineers have 
greatly increased the torque and improved the 
flexibility. It will idle all day in town without 
ever missing a beat and third and fourth gears 
can be used most of the time in London 
traffic. Yet, when it is allowed to rev, the 
exhaust note could only be that of a race-bred 
power unit. It seems smoother and quieter 
mechanically than the smaller version in the 
SM, though this may be due to the different 
position in the chassis. 

Of course, the Merak does not have that 
supreme surge of power that the Bora has and 
its acceleration begins to tail off above 125 
mph, but a 140 mph car is fast enough for 
most of us. The gearchange is excellent. 
though the test car had a needlessly strong 
spring to bias the lever away from the first 


and second gear positions, It is enjoyable to 
use the box but the torque is such that one 
can hang on to the high gears if desired ; the 
clutch grips well but the pedal is heavy to 

The power-operated brakes are pure Citroen, 
with an extremely short pedal movement. 
Personally, I have grown to love them over 

nd won't hear a word against them, 
wer, that there are some drivers 
find them too sensitive for their size 12 
clod-hoppers. To them, I would suggest that 
it's worth persevering, for it's only a question 
of acquiring the touch. With all that rubber 
on the road, the Maserati can really stop and 
the ventilated dises avoid any fear of fading, 
but the parking brake is an afterthought. 

In the domain of roadholding and handling, 
the Merak fully justifies its central engine 
location. An orthodox saloon can be forced 
through a corner by an expert driver but the 
Maserati just simply takes the curves at un- 
believable speeds, without the 
cising any skill at all. and. to 
drama, It's a wonderful feeling to have all 
that reserve of comering power: it. means 
hat sudden lift-off or braking én the middle of 
a bend is of no consequence. The usual vices 
of mid-engined sports cars, such as front 
wheel locking and directional instability, are 
not present, though the driver of the Merak 
must pay a little more attention to bumps 
and side winds at maximum speed than does 
the pilot of a Citroen SM—but that has front 
wheel drive 

No power-assistance is required for the 
steering, which remains quite light at parking 
speeds. The absence of a long bonnet is in no 
wav disconcerting, for the driver's eyes are 
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Road test 


The engine is the four-cam V6 of the Citroen bored out to suit 3 litres, Right, once installed, the driver finds that he has an all-round view 


focused farther ahead and he does not watch 
the road passing under his toes, The ride is 
distinctly hard at low speeds but quite com- 
fortable at more usual velocities ; 1 completed 
‘a Tong journey in one day and felt fresh and 
relaxed on arrival. 

If the Maserati Merak marks a step forward 
én practical mid-engined sports car design, it 
‘does have one fault which needs to be rectified 
the ground clearance is inadequate. Country 
house drives and the smaller lanes can cause 
the car to drag its belly, but that is merely 
embarrassing, However, I was motoring along 
& switchback road at 110 mph and had 
‘Occasion to brake suddenly just as we reached 
‘@ sharp up-grade, The underparts struck the 
road surface really hard with a terrifying 
noise ; no damage was visible but such treat 
ment can't be good, as the sump looks rather 
vulnerable, 

Racing cars can be set at minimum clear. 
‘ance according to the track on which they are 
to perform, Not every owner may wish to 
emulate my joie de vivre down a switchback 
road but the conditions could be brought 
fabout inan emergency during more normal 
Griving. More clearance is essential ; a little 
research into front screen and rear window 
‘angles could also reduce reflection problems 
fat night. One accepts that retractable lamps 
fare less powerful than the best four-headlamp 
installations 


“Max mphi40+ 
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Prospective owners will naturally be very 
interested ¢0 know about petrol consumption. 
Obviously, unnecessary revving on the gears 
and wild bursts of acceleration could cause 
totally unrealistic figures to be recorded 
three twin-choke carburetters with acceler. 
ating pumps can be made to swallow the stuff 
by rough driving. On the other hand, the 
efficient body shape gives astonishing economy 
‘at high speeds. On a fast journey which I 
Undertook {in foreign country, of course) I 
did a lot of cruising at 100 mph with occa- 
Sicnal bursts up to 130 mph. My overall 
Average worked out at over 20 mpg, but on a 
much slower trip, partly in heavy traffic, the 
result was slightly under 17 mpg. The carbura- 
tion of the test car was just about perfect, but 
I think that with six chokes and accelerating 
pumps the economy must suffer when potter 
ing under urban conditions ; driving methods 
and traffic density seem to cause wide v 
tions in consumption. 

Let us forget such mundane things. The 
Merak is a car for making the dreariest 
journey enjoyable and the sheer sensual 
pleasure of handling i simply cannot be put 
into words—at any ‘moment I shall burst into 
song! ‘The standard of construction is 

the engineer, the perfect 
those long. curved doors is almost 
beyond belief. The detail work varies a bit— 
the heating and ventilation system is not very 


The elaborate glasshouse at the rear of the Bora has been del 


clever—but the radio gives the best musical 
Feproduction that I have heard in a car, 
‘Some exotic cars are fun for a week, but 
1 hand them back with no regrets.” The 
Maserati Merak is a car of pronounced per: 
sonality that 1 would enjoy getting to know 
‘over a long period. If 1 were paid what 1 am 
worth, I would have one in my garage, along- 
Side a Silver Shadow for formal occasions, of 


sd on the Merak 
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Maserati 
Merak 


Mid engined two seater 

Fixed head, with 3.0 V8 

engine producing max 
speed of 149 mph 


PEDIGREED 
CARS 


BOGTON PLACE 
FORRES 
MORAYSHIRE 


Telephone 


FORRES 2555 & 2142 
MR. M. R. FIELDING 


MASERATI 


MAIN DEALER 


GhaiS> 


BORA & MERAK 


The ultimate in high performance Grand 
Touring cars, yet completely docile and 
civilised in traffic. 


AVAILABLE NOW 


A Member of the Normand Group of Companies 


Wholesale & Retail Sales 
104/105 Bayswater Road, 
London, W.2. 01-262 2728/9 
Spares & Service 01-499 8801 
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SNETTERTON 

Young holds 
off Argenti 
and Eagling 


‘The Romford Enthusiasts CC had the misfor- 
tune to pick the first wet day of the Snetter- 
ton season for their yery ambitious programme 
of eight 12-lappers. Track conditions were at 

imes very treacherous, leading to a large 
mber of bent cars, but although the pro- 
{gramme fell well behind schedule, the racing 

some exciting moments. 

‘A round of the Reliant 750 Formula cham- 
pionship opened the afternoon's racing, the 
winner being awarded the Ron Coombes 
Memorial Trophy, presented by the club in 
memory of this popular club member who did 
30 much In the cause of circuit safety and 
was very much involved with the Nazeing 
rescue unit. On a wet track the outside of 
the grid was the place. Thus the result of 
the race was decided in the first few yards 
John Richardson got 
from poleman Day 
circulated way al 
with Richardson always maintaining a gap of 
around five seconds ahead of Newman. Mak- 
ing it a DNC treble was lain Millar, equally 
dominant in’ third place after Lyn  Evar 
retired his Centaur with overheating. Rob 
Wells (Libra) and John Bryning (Viking) 
livened up an otherwise processional race 
with their dice for fourth, 

‘The Formula Ford event was the most 
day's races, Early leader w: 
local boy Glenn Eagling in his home-brewed 
GES (a much modified Lotus 61) who kept 
the redoubtable Mike Young (Van  Diemen) 

1d Matthew Argent (Merlyn) at bay for two 
Japs and finished an excellent third. It would 
be interesting to see how he would go in a 
more competitive car, Young and Argent 
tossed the lead around in tue FF fashion 
for the next eight laps until the Merlyn of 
Argenti suffered a recurrence of a bout of 
imisfring and the Van Diemen took the fag 

st, 


real flyer to lead 


the flag fell for the start of the MG 
“1 Register Championship race, so did the 
first drops of a real downpour. As thunder 
and lightning flashed round the circuit, track 
conditions became impossible and although it 
was finally decided to drop the flag after 
only six laps, most drivers felt that the race 
should have been halted after the first! The 
expected Dave Clewley v Gerry Brown battle 
faded after Brown spun at three different 
corners on lap 2. But Clewley drove a fine 
race to win by 40 seconds, but even he 
admitted to a very hair-raising visit to the 

riculture. Brown’ recovered to move back 
fourth behind Chris Jones and Julian 
White, this duo keeping remarkably close 
‘order'in the spray. 

Frank Synter’s U2 


fas a late entry to the 
programme but in the race, he just ran away 
from the rest on a track which was still 
Streaming with water. Barry Foley's Rough- 
cutter was briefly headed by Ruari Gillies 
(Gryphon) but despite finding Russell very 
twitchy, the St Bruno car took an easy 
second place. Richard Groombridge “Hustled” 
into fourth after an eventful race, first having 
diced with Sid Marler, until the Ellova retired 
with a puncture and a broken mudguard, and 
latterly finding Andy Diamond's Gryphon to 
be after more than just the award for first 
in the F Ford-engined class. The Hustler's 
speed told down the straights, but in the 
twitches the Gryphon closed right up and 
‘was still only a couple of lengths adrift at 
the finish. 

‘The start of the F1300 Championship event 
‘was full of drama. Poleman and leader of the 
table, Tim Gath, had no “wets” for his U2 
and. ‘came out ‘on road wheels and tyres. 
Second-fastest, Bill Cowling, made a terrible 
start and then spun the Navajo through the 

Id. Incredibly everyone avoided him, but it 
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FF dice : Young leads Argenti and the impressive Ealing. 


took a push from a spectator to get him 
started again from under the Lucas bridge. 
Keith Messer led as far as Russell where he 
plunged the Messer Mk 11 straight into the 
bank but escaped intact himself, After some 
early dramas, Tom Hudson forced his car to 
the front for a comfortable win. Chris Bri 
tow survived a wild spin at Riches whilst 
holding second place but recovered to take 
fourth. The Centaurs of Ron Sadler and Peter 
Clark taking the second and third honours 
while Gath» managed seventh on bis road 
rubber. 

‘An F5000 car on a streaming track Is = 
daunting prospect for most drivers but in the 
Libre event, Nick Wattiez surprised many by 
@ display of controlled wet-weather motoring 
in which he lapped all bar the second and 
third placed cars! Jas Patterson, who had 
looked impressive in practice in his Renoir 
International Racing March 73B, chased the 
Wattiez Lola T330 for a couple of laps 
before deciding to concentrate on the main 
Purpose of the trip to Si 
certain mods on the March. 

Brabham BT28/35 was the only other un- 
lapped runner. John Jordan made his first 
appearance at the new circuit but with 
bitza iron-block mill in the McLaren MBE, 
he was taking things steady on the slippery 
track and Gnished behind the first of the F 
Fords—Glenn Eagling’s GES. 

‘A multi-classed Historic, Vintage and sports 
car event followed, dominated by David 

wm's Lister Jaguar. The initial chase after 

‘superbly turned out green Lister was by 
trick Keen's Morgan, but he became 
jother driver to discover the unforgiving 
‘ature of the Russell banking after a spin on 
fap 6. Morgan honour was upheld by Adam 
Bridgland who took over second. Frank Lock- 
hart urged the Rover Special into third in 
his usual style, his opponent Chris Ball 
giving his Alta Jaguar a taste of Rallycross 
Of Riches but recovering to regain fourth spot. 

With the sun now shining and the track 
beginning to dry, a full grid of Special 
Saloons lined up for the final race of the 
day. What happened in the next 12 laps 
would have made excellent television, The 
foreboding black 7-litre Mustang of Tony 
Rosen. spun its wheels on pole while Phil 
Clarke's Firenza squeezed into Riches first, 
only to be taken on the back straight by 
Roger Taylor, the latter making one of his 
rare returns to racing and today driving the 
Fred Hall 1.7-litre Escort-BDA. Taylor held off 
Nash for almost three laps, but once the 
Mustang blasted ahead all looked cut and 
dried. Charging after his team-mate from the 
back of che grid came Ali Hussein (Camaro) 
but just as he seemed likely to take Taylor, 
the clutch on the Camaro failed. Lap nine 
was the turning point for as the Mustang 
came alongside the pits, there was a loud 
thump accompanied by a cloud of smoke. 
‘The beast locked its wheels and Nash fought 
to keep it in a straight line and slid to a 
stop on the grass in a pool of oll. This left 
Taylor in the lead, but he got no further 
than Sear. Therefore a surprised Malcolm 
Stevens in the “ ex-everybody's Ford Falcon 
took the flag ahead of Clarke in the Team 


Iceni Firenza and 1-litre class winner Gordon 
Dawkins in the ultra-rapid Tony Bunton Mint. 
Fourth was the 1300 ce class winner Tony 


(Cooper 8), 
MIKE DIXON 
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BEDFORDSHIRE’S 
FORD RALLYE SPORT CENTRE 


Early delivery 


ESCORT RS 1600s 

ESCORT RS 2000s 

ESCORT MEXICOS 
CAPRI RS 3100s 


@ COMPLETE RALLYE 
a SPORT SERVICE 


¥ @ LARGE STOCKS 
& OF AVO PARTS& 
as ACCESSORIES 
@ EXPERT SERVICING 
J BY FORD TRAINED 
Tricentrol <7, AVO TECHNICIANS 
RING BRIAN EYRE NOW—DUNSTABLE 67811 


Tricentrol 


CARS (DUNSTABLE) LTD 


55 LONDON ROAD DUNSTABLE 


C Sorc Rallye Sport Centre 


VINTAGE CAR 


RACE MEETING OF THE YEAR 


FOR THE RICHARD SEAMAN MEMORIAL TROPHIES 
ORGANISED BY THE V.S.C.C. 


WLESH 


Don’ rT MISS THE SUPERB DISPLAY Macnee 


D’ELEGANCE a 
FOR THE CHESHIRE LIFE TROPHY 


HK JUDGING AT 12 NOON 


JUNE 15th & 16th, SILVERSTONE 


[nore] DIRAG 74. [nor | 


LOOK OUT! 220+ M.P.H. HERE WE COME! 
@ EUROPE’S No.1 

@ DRAG RACE 
@ HERE AGAIN 


INTERNATIONAL DRIVERS FROM SWEDEN, GERMANY, U.S.A. and U.K 


Entries Include: 

DAVE LEE TRAVIS, PRIDDLE, 
SKILTON, THE STONES, 
GUNNE BACKE, COLIN MULLAN, 
BJORN ANDERSON, ED SHAVER, 
VALKYRIAN, THE SAINT 


and more 


ADMISSION £1 PER DAY. 
TWO-DAY TICKET £1.50. 
CHILDREN 20p PER DAY. 
WEEKEND CAMPING 
FACILITIES AVAILABLE. 
ADMISSION INCLUDES 
PITS & PADDOCK. 


SEE ALL ACTION INTERNATIONAL DRAG RACING, 
EUROPE’S MOST FAMOUS TRACK 


Saturday qualifying 11-5. Sun racing, noon-6. Come early for stand seats. 


THE ORGANISERS RESERVE THE RIGHT TO ALTER OR CANCEL PART OR WHOLE OF THE EVENT 
WITHOUT NOTICE. 
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Purely personal 


“Kart drivers are 
certainly —frighten- 
ingly vulnerable. 
Perhaps that’s why 
so many ex- 
kartists have 
gone so well in FF 
and F3. They must 
feel they are con- 
ducting armoured 
cars in total 
‘security 1" 


CHRIS MASON 


‘On Sunday, May 12 my “learn about motor 
racing In the South” itinerary took me to 
Brands for the Rochester Motor —Club- 
Organised Promotasport Festival of Speed, a 
meeting which promised plenty of variety. 
T was not disappointed. For my 70p (plus 
15p for a, programme) I could have seen no 
Jess than 18 races, which in terms of quantity 
Sait’ be. abot ae, beet vaoe foc money 
throughout the whole season, I understand 
that about 6,000 other spectators were 
attracted (I was surprised that the figure 
was quite so high, but then [ learnt my 
crowd judging watching York City Football 
Club and until this last season one was rarely 
ealled upon to count much over about 3,000 
‘at most!) and certainly those around’ me 
Seemed pretty happy with the proceedings. 

‘The “conventional” part of the racing on 
the club circuit has been fully described in 
Avrosrort already, and was really quite 
‘exciting—certainly ‘from my vantage point 
fat the top of Druids. It was a pity though 
that few spectators were present when one 
‘dropped & sump-full of oil 
js in practice. That was really 
practice was halted while the 
marshals mopped up the mess! It was so 
slippery one of the moppers-up fell flat on 
his back in it! All good “clean” clubbie fun. 
Included in this part of the programme we 
‘two kart races which were pretty hectic. 
The sight of scores of these little projectiles 
(or “micro-racers” as the programme called 
them) circulating at very fast FF speeds can 
‘only be likened to being given a close-up 
of a swarm of enraged hornets. I'll certainly 
Rever again refer to a “swarm” of battling 
Formula Fords—now I've seen the real thing! 
Sadly, the first of these races once again 
demonstrated the very limited usefulness of 
Armco barriers as safety devices, when Keith 
Chandler was flung off his kart into the 
barrier with serious injuries resulting. 

I had never been to a British-style Stock 
Car Meeting before, so 1 then made my way 
down to the Clearways Oval with a good 
deal of anticipation. This must be really 
different. It was, but my purist’s mind could 
only take so much of it before I slunk away 
before the last three races were run. First 
though, before some avid Stock Car fan has my 
guts for garters, I must say that the Formula 
‘One Stock Cars were not completely with: 
‘out appeal. They are purpose-built, very 
powerful (American VSs or Jaguar engines), 
‘nd quite scientific—one even had a rear 
aerofoll. The drivers too are pretty skilful 
‘The trouble is (to me at least) that skill is 
put to rather limited use on a 532-yard oval. 
‘The Idea of the fastest cars starting at the 
back of the rolling 30-odd car grid doesn’t 
really grab me either. It certainly gives new 
meaning to baulking! The driving tactics are 
pretty flerce but not too blatant, in fact I'm 
Sure I saw Roy Salvadori pull some of those 
tricks in Jaguar saloons! 

But if the F1 Stock Cars were not totally 
without appeal to my eyes the Bangers, 


AUTOSPORT, JUNE 13, 1974 


Formula One Stock Cars were some of the more acceptable machines at the Festival of Speed 


at Brands Hatch. 


Mini-Rods and Anglia-Rods certainly were. 
They were ghastly. I was perhaps warned 
when, after the FI heats, one hardened Stock 
Car fan mear to me said: “Here comes the 
rubbish.” Round and round and round they 
‘went—hordes of tired, luridly painted Zephyrs, 
Crestas, Cambridges, Anglias and Minis. 
‘They didn’t handle, they poured smoke from 
thelr knackered engines, and all they seemed 
to be able to do was to lurch into each other 
Uke wounded animals. Even before the “Des- 
truction Derby" many of them were utterly 
wrecked. I never thought the day would 
come when I would feel for a Mk II Zephyr, 
but my heart bled when one such limped past 
with a flat tyre, half the front hanging down 
like entrails, and the back all stoved in— 
then ft was smashed out of the way by a 
temporarily fitter specimen. The coarser ele- 
ment in the crowd were chortling with delight, 
fand at that moment I had the hallucination 
that T was at a Roman arena watching the 
Christians being thrown to the lions. True, 
the drivers of the defunct steeds didn’t seem 
too bothered, but I did wonder at the cost 
‘of the whole thing. All right, so the old cars 
can be picked up very cheaply, but unless 
you are a scrap dealer it must be pretty 
‘onerous when you know that it's quite likely 
that you are going to have to find a new 
shell after virtually every meeting. Anyway, 
at this point I departed from the fray leaving 
the cognoscenti baying for more, and drove 
home quite depressed and saddened that such 
‘an exhibition of wanton destruction could 
ysquerade as motor sport. However, I cer- 
tainly do thank MCD, RMC and Promotasport 
for a very interesting and instructive day 
which allowed me to see, apart from the 
familiar, one category of racing that I rarely 
see, and four that I had never previously 


witnessed (even if 1 do hope I never see 
three of those categories again) 


Friendly hillclimbs 

1 must say it was refreshing ¢o read Robin 
Boucher’s plece on hillclimbing in this column 
in the May 16 Issue, For one thing it. w 
nice to read about someone. else extolling 
the promotional virtues of the BARC (York: 
shire Centre), Ihave been accused before 
now of having shares in that esteemed body! 
‘As one of those apparently rather rare ci 
Cultcracing enthusiasts who also has a great 
liking for uphill sprinting, I have spent much 
time’ trying. to. persuade’ keen circult race! 
that speed. hiliclimbing. ts certainly. not 
Snoddy” form of motor sport. The appeal 
fare certainly diferent, but as most cireult 
men can get quite excited about. the pra 
tice wessions at a GP, why not try the against- 
the-clock excitement ‘of a hiliclimb ? After 
fil, some “of the cars are. la Fi 
machines! Certainly, nobody ha 
to belittle the tremendously friendly atmos: 
phere. of a. hillelimb paddock "where car 
Owners are every-ready ‘to. talk about. thelt 
fachinery—and to help others prepare th 
cars. For the technically-minded there is 
Plenty to see too, for hiliclimbs gather to- 
Bether a ‘vast variety of individualistic 
Machinery of all types. The afore mentioned 
BARC(Y) tried to get Pete Lyons to At in a 
Harewood ‘hillclimb in his crowded. schedule 
last Year. Unfortunately, this was not pos: 
le but if he was to visit a hillelimb this 
Year it would be worth buying a copy. of 
Atrosronr to read his description of Peter 
Voigt’s Voigt. Renwick Spl. alone! 
PS: T've mow. stopped having nightmares 
about fighting Roman gladiators with a Mk TL 
Zephyr 


Excitement at Harewood : Russ Ward takes a wide line in his Sprite. 


Rally record 


by John Davenport 


there we were, 
five puny humans 
in a small open 


matching ourselves 
against at least 2 
ton and a half of 
malevolent bone 
and muscle. What 
would happen if 
the rhino weighed 
up.the odds. 

} correctly ? She 
turned and faced 


Motorcross with a 
big difference 


Ie Is not often thi 
you an invitation catch a thing 
but that is what happened to me while I 
was in East Africa for the Safari Rally, At 
the same time, it introduced me to a form 
of competition motoring that ‘was  unbeliev: 
ably exciting. To start at the beginning. I 
should explain that at the time of the 
Invitation Iwas in Vie Preston's garage 


talking with him: and Vic Preston Junior 
about’ their service arrangements for the 
Safari. They were going to use two. light 


aeroplanes in order to. give their service 
the maximum mobility. With only one rally 
car (o look after, Junior's works Ford Escort 
they could do with two service crews and 
hedge-hop them in. front of the rally car 


by ‘means of the aeroplanes. One of these 
was to be a Mooney flown by a senior 
pilot of East African Airways, Gerry Sirley. 
nd the other, a Cessna Reims Rocket, by 


Rentleman called Mike Carr-Hartley 

Now Mike is the reason that this article 
in etting written, He is the son of one of 
Africa's longest established and best known 
white hunters. He has followed his father 
Into the business and regularly takes princes 
and millionaires off into the bush to shoot 
or stalk big game. In addition, he and his 
brothers have been running a "catching 
business.” which collects wild animals of all 
shapes and sizes. and. supplies them to 
accredited zoos all over the world. In. be- 
tween all this sort of activity, Mike finds 
time to represent Kenya in skeet and trap 

noting —his last appearance was at the 


Whe Mike 


lid they Ko? 


Carr-Hartley stands and looks—Mikkola. 


Commonwealth Games in New Zealand—as 


well as flying his plane and taking an 
interest in such crazy sports as rallying 
Last year. he and Vic Preston Senior acted 


as chauffeurs to Ford Competition Manager. 
Peter Ashcroft, around the Safari route and 


now he was to fly his aeroplane as a “service 
Car” for Junior 
‘As we were talking about the rally service 


plan, Vic asked me if T wanted to see some 
Feally fast bush driving I asked him what 
he meant and he said that 1 should go with 
Mike on a game catching trip. I professed 
ignorance ‘so he said that he thought Mike 
and his brother were going out the next 
morning and would I like to go with them? 
One telephone call later and the rendezvous 
was set for 6am outside the garage in 
Nairobi though at that point | hardly knew 
what to expect. When I got back to the hotel 


T told. Timo Makinen about it and he was 
keen to come so at six o'clock the next 
morning. two nervous rallymen sat in thelr 


Peugeot recce car outside the Vic Preston 
garage and awaited developments 

Mike turned up a few minutes late with 
a Toyota Land Cruiser, his brother Roy and 
four of their boys. in the back, I tater 
learnt that these lads originated from Tan- 
zania where the Carr-Hartley business had 
inally been based and when it moved up 
to Kenya, they came along as well. On the 
way out to. the Athi Plains where our 
morning's catching was to take place, Mike 
and Roy told us that they were after zebra 
and wildebeest on this oceasion and that 
if we wanted to catch rhino or elephant we 
should have come on’ one of their. trips 
farthet south. To me this was something 
of @ relief as the whole thing seemed quite 
dangerous enough ‘without starting on. the 
biggest and most dangerous ani 

The Toyota Land Cruiser was the small 
one that looks like a Second World War Jeep 
land it was scarcely new in appearance though 
T'was told that it was not much more than 
a year old, Later you will comprehend why 
it looked like that, but at the time I was 
just as. mystified. What caught my eye 
initiatly was. the enormous roll cage fitted 
Inside the hood supports and the cow 
catcher/bush flattener that adorns the front 
bumper. Both these items were very stoutly 
constructed and when we did take thelr 
advice and go. south for thino later on T 
could see why. For the time being, we had 
made contact with their large Toyota 6000 


Todt hang on in the 


In pursuit—and un opportunity to exumine 


truck which carried the six wooden cages 
in which our catch would be taken back 
to the Carr-Hartley stockade just outside 
Nairobi. Mike was to do the driving and Roy 
the catching. This latter was done using 
a tong pole with a wire fork on the far 
fend of ft through which the rope ran to 
form a large loop hanging from’ the fork 
The rest of the rope hung back over the 
roll cage to the interior of the Land Cruiser. 
To wield this device, Roy stood up on the 
seat of the Toyota and braced himself inside 
& rope and wire ring lined with rubber 
which eft him with both hands free to 
manipulate the pole and rope 
Timo and 1 took up station in the rear 
ot the Toyota with three of the boys 
land hung on as best we could. We didn't 
feally know what was in store for us but 
Teckoned that we should have to hang on 
quite hard. At this point I can tell the 
Story about Timo because he sald after our 
chases that he had found the best 
method which was not to hang on to the 
roll cage but to cling to the seat. His 
security was destroyed at once by Mike who 


laconically remarked that the seat was not 
fixed into the Cruiser at all! Anyway, we 
started off quite gently over the smooth 
plains. The art is to find the animals 


Brazing away from rocky areas and get 
the vehicle in between before you start any 


—choosing the zebra. 


The one on the left 
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nu properties of a land ci 


of chase, To start 


immediately aware 


Mike conversed as to 


chosen. 


ratio, Timo was most 


very unlikely to roll it 
power con. though the 
wheel 


With Mike” twidd 
as agile 


briefer, the noose was 
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could easily give 
As we closed on the wildebeest 
‘which animal 

Wanted and the boys joined in with Swahi 
as they were the only 

mm female 
to speak. By now we were very close and 
Timo and I were clinging on 
inthe song as Mike swung right and left 
to stay with the animal 


He used four wheel dr 
‘and. mostly second and 


‘and. performing all 
With the "suspension. One 
ie the wheel, 
‘any wildebeest 
nly" a matter of seconds after 
had started before we had 
Sur sights so to speak. Before you could 
Say “Jack Robinson or 


Aaa 


i, Mike 
foot down and headed towards the herd 
all of whom. immediately took off in fright 
We were a bit frightened too as the speed 
was well over fifty miles an hour and we 

‘that odd rocks or 
us a nasty 


top. 


over his 


1978 


that 


in the high 
impressed with his 
Griving and pointed out to me that he was 
while he kept 
Toyota was 
sorts 
thing was 


hors and we were reining in our Land 
Cruiser in true wild west style. As we 
halted, the boys closely followed by Makinen 
and myself, quit the rear of the vehicle 
They were rushing to hold the wildebeest 


and. we were rushing {0 get terra. firma 
Under our feet again. It was surprising for 
two such hardened rallymen but we 


had both been a bit scared by the speed, 
the swerving and the possibility of over: 
turning on an unseen obstacle. 

Hefore long the Toyota 6000 was with us 
and the animal had been safely stowed 
aboard and. we were off after two more 
and then some zebra. Nothing quite had the 
Zest of the first run but at least now we 
Could enjoy it and try taking some photo- 
graphs on the move and when we came to 
fest. Mike said that he had only ever had 
a Land Cruiser turn over once and that 
was when he hit a hole dug by the natives 
to sit in and wait for animals to come 
Close before shooting them with a poisoned 
arrow. A couple of days later, when he 
was out with Hannu Mikkola and Jean Todt, 
he hit one of those holes just as a catch 
had been succesfully completed and nearly 
put them over the top of the windscreen 
Punctures too are quite frequent, as the 
pisins are covered with thorn bushes which 
they ride over as the chase progresses and 
the thorns often penetrate to the tube. The 
first morning that we were out, the rescue 
force in the 6000 had to strip two tyres 
and. carry the spot in. the 
bush, 

About a week later, as if our search for 
speed was not sated, we decided to go and 
Catch some thino by the same method with 
Mike and Roy. This Wi 
tip and we had to camp out for two 
nights whilst Mike took his aeroplane down 
fo. use for spotting the animals, This was 
necessary as rhino are found in such thick 
bush that you do not see much more than 
a few yards and direction is needed from 
the air On this occasion I was with Gunnar 
Haggbom, also from the Peugeot team and 
the first’ morning, he went up with Mike 
in’ the aeroplane spotting while Roy and 1 
went in the Toyota. One of the boys did the 
roping while Ray took the wheel. To start 
with. we followed a track which led us across 
® couple of rivers and we must have motored 
or the best part of an hour with the 6000 in 
close attendance before Mike and Gunnar 
appeared above us. They had taken off from 
a short strip in the bush which had been 
made some years earlier by Mike and another 
hunter 

‘We were principally looking for elephant. 
kudu and rhino, all of which the brothers 
hhad licences to catch, but as far as elephant 
were concerned we were totally out of luck. 
They seemed to have caught the news that 
we were around and cleared right off. We 
Gid See some but there were none of the 
Fight age or sex and we left them well 
Stone. “Then over the two way radio that 
Twas clutching to my chest as I sat wedged 
in the rear of the Toyota, came the news 
that a fhino and calf had been spotied 
We turned off the track and set off through 
the bush following the directions that came 
down from. the aircraft circling overhead. 
When I say that we set off "through the 
bush’ I mean just that; there was not a sign 
Of a track and Roy just relied on the 
ground being flat and bulldozed his way over 
And through the bushes which were gener- 
Sily higher than we were. As the speed 
Went up towards the fifty mark, I caught 
Myself wondering about stones, tree trunks, 
holes and other little items but when at 
last we crashed through a bush and were 
confronted with a full grown rhino plus 
ime calf that must have weighed balf a 
ton, all that seemed to pale into insig- 
nificance 

The mother whirled and ran followed by 
our prize, the “tiny calf. We set off after 
her, “trying desperately to keep in touch, 


for rhino are not slow and they care even 
less for the bush than did our Toyota. 
Hf we lost sight of it for more than just 
a moment, Mike's voice from the plane 
would get’ us back on course again. All 
the time, our speed was not much less than 
forty to sixty miles an hour, at which rate 
‘we were bowling through bushes, small trees 
and scrub and swerving to follow the path 
of the two animals and get close enough 
fo ‘separate the mother from the calf. 
Then came the moment that I had felt 
sure must arrive, but had tried to dismiss 
from ‘my mind; there we were, five puny 
humans in. a small open jeep-iike vehicle 
matching ourselves against at least a ton and 
f halt of malevolent bone and muscle. What 
Would happen if the rhino weighed up the 
nds correctly ? She turned and faced us. At 
that moment | would rather have been any- 
where else than where I was and when 
Roy revved the engine and all the others 
shouted, I too joined in with ali the power 
Of my lungs, sure that my next musical 
effort would be on a harp, To my intense 
relief, she whirled away and the mad chase 
Started again. 

‘We ot closer this time and were making 
progress in heading off the ‘baby’. In one 
Swift movement, the lasso got the pole 
and rope into action and all of a sudden 
Wwe had got. ourselves a rhino. The boys 
Teapt from the back to rope its logs and 
pin i ready for. its shot of tranquilllser 
[nd anti-tetanus prior to being loaded on to 
the trusty truck. I descended more cautiously 
Wondering whereabouts mum might be and 
What sort of objections she might raise to 
the impounding of her son, She didn't 
return and. soon he was trundling off to 
join the two species of antelope that we 
had caught earlier in the morning. Now 
I could see how the big, catcher on. the 
front. of the Toyota worked, for it was full 
of bits of thorn bush and the leaves col- 
lected in front of the radiator had caused 
the engine to boll. My own arms and face 
were scratched and bleeding from branche 
that had plucked at us during our head- 
long dash’ while Roy was so covered in 

from his exertions behind the wheel 
that be looked as if he had just taken @ 
Shower. Even so the whole thing had not 
lasted above three minutes from the first 
flooring of the throttle. 

1 talked later to the brothers about the 
vebicles that they use and they were full 
of praise for the Toyotas, They had tried 
Chevrolet four wheel drive devices as well as 
assorted Land-Rovers, Humber ex-army 
trucks and converted cars but nothing that 
they had used up to this time had stood it 
like the Land Cruiser, Having seen it in 
faction, 1 could understand why it looked 
bit scratched and battered. From the same 

Vehicle, they catch elephant, giraffe, 


the big cats. As an experience, it’ was 
Something that I would ‘not have missed for 
worlds and I was fortunate to get this oppor- 
tunity as shortly Mike and Roy will cease 
operations of this sort as it is no longer 
profitable and they feel that the considerable 
Smount of time taken up looking after the 
animals after they have been caught, leaves 
them with little time to do anything else. 
They say that they enjoy the chase and 
believe in using the rope to catch the 
animal rather than firing a shot of dope into 
It. As Mike put it to me “you have to get real 
close to put that dope into the animal any- 
way. so why not slip a rope over him and 
have done with it.” It is like a lot of these 
things, I suspect that there is as much attrac: 
tion in it as there is chance of profit and 
the challenge of roping big game and driving 
hell for leather through impenetrable bush 
is the mainspring of the project. Anyway, 
it is one of the most exhilarating things that 
T have ever done, so if someone asks you if 
you would like to go and catch a rhino, you 
now know a little of what to expect. 
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At first sight this photograph might not conjure any ideas of car assembly but this operation (s the very start of a Scimitar, At the Kettlebrook 
Elassfibre moulding factory the rolls of glassfibre matting arrive from the suppliers to be spread out 60 thicknesses at a time on thie long 
trestle. Highly skilled cutters mark out from patterns all the different shaped pleces required for each body and then cut through all 60 layers 
with hand knives in a single operation. 


started business nearly 40 years ago in a 


Glassfibre and resin— itt nt a feu 


fe than extensively modified 
motorcycles in appearance. The next date 


building blocks of aGTE 2 sees: 


wheeler. In providing a brief background to 
By IAN SADLER Pictures by PETER BURN the Scimitar, it would be hard to imagine such 


a car with only three wheels s0, probably, the 
‘The Reliant Scimitar GTE has been called ext most significant time was related to 
many things. Incorporately, a “sports Reliant’s first’ four wheeled explott 

‘8 car associated wit 


with the production of the Sussita estate car 


Of British automotive 


those who appreciate the GTE's unique versa- copied in essence but not yet in manner. Tor Autocars Limited, of Haifa. From that 
Ullty and high quality of construction. It Is ‘As a producer of motor vehicles Reliant vehicle Reliant ¢urned out a sports car known 
Laying-up a Scimitar bodyshell. The glassfibre sections are placed At this stage the bodyshell is complete—and a unitary construction 
into the polished and gel-coated mould in a programmed sequence. even before being mounted to the stout steel chassis. This body in 
Resin with catalyst is brushed into the matting, the most important the trim shop will have all excess material removed before sanding and 
operation is ensuring the right thickness of matting with extra pieces drilling of all the holes and slots required to take electrical and other 


{aid on" to reinforce such areas as wheel arches and windscreen fittings. After thorough cleansing, outer bodies are heated in an oven 
pillars,'Ten moulds are constantly in use and 55" shells re produced 0 reveal any air bubbles. Imperfections are rectified with filler and 
Weekly, this figure rising to nearly 70 with overtime, ‘The average ie finally doors and bonnets are mounted before dispatch to the assembly 
of @ mould is usually less than a year, producing around 300 shelis. lant at Two Gates. 

One mould has, however, lasted exceptionally and has already managed 

700 operations. 
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In the jig and clamped down an inner shell meets outer prior to 


joining. ‘The next !wo sections can be seen 


operation. 


in Israel as the Sabra and an economy saloon, 
the Carmel, The manufacture of these vehicles, 
lusing glassfibre as the body material has 
‘also helped Reliant establish " package deal ” 
‘car plants for both Turkey and Greece. Glass 
fibre offers very great production advantages 
to less industrialised countries for it requires 
Jess capital investment in plant and allows an 
easier incorporation of subsequent design and 
development Into production. Oversimplified 
it means throw the moulds away, make new 
‘ones with the desired changes and start 
producing again. 


Reliant’s success with their first four whee! 
vehicle involvements led to the introduction 
to the British market of the Sabre 4 sports 
car In 1962. The Ford Zephyr engined Sabre 
6 followed on from the original Consul 
engined design and the first Scimitar came 
to fruition in 1964. So, just 12 years after 
thelr launch with the Sabre, Reliant have 
arrived’ at thelr leading position ‘in the 
Specialised car market’ with the range 
of manual, overdrive and automatic GTEs. 

On specification alone the Scimitar is an 
Impressive and highly desirable car but é& is 
‘also, very genuinely, hand built. The reason 
why a volume producer in 1974 can offer 
such a product (long gone are the days when 
the first cars could be described as “the 
world’s most expensive Ford specials") is 
quite simply their use of glass fibre. Reliant 
flso produce vehicles at the other end of 
the market with the low cost economy Robin 
three wheeler saloons and vans. The use of 
glassfibre may have originated due to the 
Sttractively low initial cost (many years ago) 
of producing finished, lightweight bodyshells 
from this material but now Reliant have 
developed thelr techniques to such an extent 
that, .2s Europe's largest user of glassfibre 
In the motor Industry, the glassfibre body of 
the GTE Is an extremely favourable aspect 
‘of the car, It means that each single car 
‘spends a considerable period in production 
which gives a very much higher than average 
labour content per car figure. This, of course, 
is in the customer's favour, for there is time 
in hand for thorough assembly and finishing. 
Also, the inherent advantages of glassfibre 
for the GTE means an exceptionally strong 
body, good sound deadening properties and, 
need It be said—no rust. In fact, unless che 
car is washed in neat alcohol, the body is just 
‘about impervious to any corrosion and in 
theory will literally last for ever. 

‘The stages of production are as unique as 
the finished vehicle itself. It is a long and 
‘complicated procedure in comparison to the 
giant noisy and swift-running car plants of 
Dagenham or Longbridge. In the accompany- 
ing photographs the more unusual aspects 
in the making of a Reliant Scimitar GTE are 
shown but what the pictures cannot portray 
fare the smells; the continuity, or the incre- 
dible feeling of watching such a sophisticated 
‘and technical product materialise out of rolls 
of cloth-like matting. 
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ready for the same 


‘A good example of strength to weight. A complete inner shell is being 
Carried over to meet (ts bodyshell after being tapped out of its mould, 


Final assembly line, Cars travel in a central rail which only moves when it's wanted —no 
inching along. Here the cars are taking on their identity. Mixed with standard colour vehicles 
Gre special order finishes (each ear is ordered before assembly) and such equipment as Sundym 
Glass, four-speaker stereo or leather upholstery is fitted to individual customer requirements 

Now the vehicles are on the home straight to being fully finished cars—a far cry from the 
lengths of matting being the first production operation. 
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SALES AND SERVICE AGENTS 


= 
HIGHFIELD MOTORS LTD. 


LONDON ROAD, 
SHEFFIELD 


TEL: SHEFFIELD (0742) 581041 


-. well you've read 
what the experts say about 


Scimitar Distributors for it. Now — ro own f 
opinions with ne exper ) 
North Derbyshire and South i White Lodge. 


Yorkshire EARLIEST DELIVERY. 
= WHITE LODGE GARAGE 

DEMONSTRATIONS WITH PLEASURE STAINES ROAD EAST, SUNBURY-ON-THAMES, MIDDLESEX 

DISTANCE NO OBJECT Tel: SUNBURY-ON-THAMES 85252 


The Chequered Flaq_ Flag 


London's Leading Sports Car Specialist: 


ge Scimitar Main Agents 
7 01-994 7119 
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SALES AND SERVICE AGENTS 


COLLINS OF TRURO 


For early delivery of your 


SCIMITAR 


contact Cornwall's main agents 
COLLINS OF TRURO, 

KENWYN MEWS, KENWYN STREET, TRURO. 
Tol: Truro (0872) 4334. 


| 
RELIANT 


All models and spares. 
Full workshop facilities. 
Fibreglass specialists. 


14 STATION ROAD, 
READING, BERKSHIRE. 


Tel : READING 598744/5. 


o| 


HAMMONDS AND DAKWo0D | 


THE RELIANT PEOPLE 


WE ARE ALSO JENSEN-HEALEY 
AND LOTUS PEOPLE 


Demonstration car available. 


Earliest possible delivery. 


SALES — SERVICE — SPARES 


Please contact : 
HAMMONDS AND OAKWOOD 
162-166 CROYDON ROAD, 
BECKENHAM, KENT (01-650 3570), 


and 

KESTON MARK GARAGE 
1 WESTERHAM ROAD, KESTON, KENT 
(Farnborough 59016) 
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SHEERWATER MOTORS 


SCIMITAR DISTRIBUTORS 
SURREY, SUSSEX, HAMPSHIRE 
SERVICE SPECIALISTS 


Demonstrations anywhere at any time. 
SHEERWATER MOTORS, 


Albert Drive, Sheerwater, 
Woking, Surrey. 


Tel: 04862 61517. 


FOR SCIMITAR IN YORK 
SEE COATES MOTORS LTD., 
COPMANTHORPE 


YORK 


TELEPHONE : YORK (0904) 66893 


Autosport’s Guide 
to Reliant Scimitar GTE 


SALES AND SERVICE AGENTS 


BRADSHAW, WEBB & CO 


ENGLAND'S LEADING DISTRIBUTOR FOR 
THE RELIANT SCIMITAR 
Demonstration models available—Earliest delivery 
SALES SERVICE and SPARES 
42A South Audley Street (Entrance Adams Row), MAYFAIR WIY GER. 01-493 7705/9 Ansafone 
2A Gunter Grove, Chelsea SW10 OUJ. OUJ. 01-352 2926/7 for after sales service, 


@® 


RELIANT 
SCIMITAR 


MAIN DEALER 
FOR THE 
BRISTOL AREA 


Demonstration car available 


Spares and workshop service 
direct parts line 656688. 


SCIMITAR IN SCOTLAND 
SALES AND SERVICE 


HAVELOCK LTD 
® 


PARK LANE GARAGE 


Scimitar GTE distributor 
LEICESTERSHIRE AND MIDLANDS 


Reliant and sports car dealers 


PARK LANE GARAGE, ® 


ABBEY LANE, 
LEICESTER. 
Tel: Leicester (0533) 64477 and 64195. 


GLASGOW Cz. 
SCIMITAR GTE 


Tel : 041-221 6975. 
IN KENT 


New and used GTEs in stock. 
Early delivery possible on all models. 
unbridge Wells (0892) 27174/5/6. 


SILVERSDALE SHOWROOMS LTD 


Calverley Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
TELEPHONE FOR DEMONSTRATION. 
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DICKINSON’S 


ow of Middlesbrough 


Distributors for North Yorkshire and South Durham. 
Early delivery on all models. Demonstrator available. 


Sales, Service and Spares @ ) 
( 

J, T. DICKINSON (Middlesbrough) LTD. N 

Cleveland Service Station, South Bank Road, Middlesbrough. 

Yorks. Tel : Middlesbrough (0642) 47934, 


RED ROSE GARAGE 


_ = 


Tamworth) LTD. 


Nearest main dealer to the works. Demonstration car 
available. Wide range of parts in stock. Fibreglass repair 


RED ROSE GARAGE, 
Lichfield Street, Tamworth, Staffs. 
Tel: Tamworth (0827) 2058. 


For delivery quotation 


J. DIXON AND SON 
(Garages) LTD. 


HIGH WYCH GARAGE, 
SAWBRIDGEWORTH, 
HERTFORDSHIRE. 


Scimitar distributors 
Demonstration model always available 


Service and Spares @ 
‘Tel: Bishop's Stortford (0279) 722072 WS 


H. CHISMAN LTD. 


Scimitar Main Agents for the county of 
Somerset. 


Westway Service Centre, 
Taunton Road, 

Bridgwater, 

‘Somerset. 

Tel: Bridgwater (0278) 3010. 
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FOR RELIANT IN SOUTH WEST SCOTLAND 


| a 


CROSSFLAGS (Motors) LTD. 


YORK PLACE, 
DUMFRIES, 
SCOTLAND. 

Tel: Dumfries (0387) 2065 


CAMDEN MOTORS 


Reliant Scimitar sales and service 
in Bedfordshire 


Part exchange welcome—highest 
possible allowance. HP and 


insurance arranged on the spot. 
Open 7 days a week. 


CAMDEN MOTORS 


Buzzard, Beds. 
2041 (STD code 052 53) 


Autosport’s Guide 


to Reliant Scimitar GTE 


SALES AND SERVICE AGENTS 


Reliant in Essex 


ROMFORD MARKET 
GARAGE LTD. 


2 MARKET LINK, ROMFORD, ESSEX 


SPOT GARAGE 
(Northfield) LTD 
FOR YOUR 


RELIANT 


Scimitar Distributors in Earliest ible deli 
Essex and surrounding a care aL lala 


Area 


e 
fA 
=. @ yom 1163 BRISTOL ROAD, SOUTH 
BIRMINGHAM 31 


Demonstration car available 
Earliest delivery. Distance no object Telephone (ea 
ROMFORD 40584 021-475 7211 


TWO MILLS GARAGE LTD 


Earliest Delivery 
of your 


SCIMITAR 


WELSH CROSS ROAD, WIRRAL, CHESHIRE 
051-339 2581 & 5478 


SALES - SERVICE - SPARES 
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Autosport’s Guide 


to Reliant Scimitar GTE 


SALES AND SERVICE AGENTS 


EVEREST GARAGES, 


(BILLINGSHURST) LTD. 
HIGH STREET 
BILLINGSHURST, SUSSEX 


RELIANT 
SCIMITAR 


FOR EARLIEST DELIVERY PLEASE 
CONTACT US ON BILLINGSHURST 


(040381) 2052/3/4 
PART OF THE MALAYA GARAGE GROUP 


GLADSTON GARAGE 
70 VAUXHALL ROAD 

LIVERPOOL 3 

Scimitar Distributors — 


Tel.: 051-236 3363 
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L¢ 
GARAGES 


MAIN DEALER FOR THE 
NORTH EAST 


DEMONSTRATIONS ANYWHERE ANYTIME 
SALES - SERVICE - SPARES 


52 Chillingham Road, 
Heaton, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Tel: 0632 655464 


DEREK WARBURTON LTD 
SCIMITAR AND ROBIN DISTRIBUTORS 


Parts. RAC and AA appointed workshop. 60 cars and 
200 motorcycles in stock. HP and Part exchange a 


pleasure. 
260 LONDON ROAD, HAZEL GROVE, 
STOCKPORT, CHESHIRE. 
061-483 3093/4500/7974 


PIRANHA 


ELECTRONIC IGNITION 


Atlast...arealadvance 
in automotive ignition systems! 


anical contact breaker 
exploiting the prov 

of the dischargir 

Increased engine 

achieved by producing a better, 
constant spark at all engine speec 
and this provides significant im 
provement in fuel consurr 
well as a substantial reduction ir 


exhaust pollution level: 
Variants are 


THE PIRANHA ADVANTAGES ARE 


MORE POWER 
Nearly 40 
produced th 


combin 
firing at all enc pee 
more power for higher ac 


BETTER ECONOMY 
The F 
bett 
engin 


contact breaker system at high 
Completely burnt tuel therefore 
gives better fuel consumptior 


F 


LESS POLLUTION 


EASIER STARTING 


SIMPLICITY 


\ 
AND THEY VE BEEN PROVED! 


TRUST PIRANHA- 

WE VE PROVED IT WORKS 
Price: £19-8O inc. postage 
s World Patent 
he Piranha Ignition 


guaranteed tor 1 


To: Piranha Ignitions Ltd, Dept. AUS 
102 Hammersmith Road, 
J 


Ignition System for my 


(make, model & year of car) 
lenciose crossed cheque/P.. 


FOR BARCLAYCARD OR ACCESS: 

| HOLDERS. Please debit my 
Barclaycard/Access account. 
(Please delete where applicable) 

| bey rumber 
cooort 
SIGNATURE 

| reg in Englana 1012573 


| pe 


2s a 
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MONDELLO PARK 


Alec Poole in the Broadspeed Escort, Chris Meek (Escort) and Gerry Marshall (Vauxhall 
Firenza) brake very late for Shell in the second leg of the Motorcraft Trophy feature. 


Sytner beats the locals 


‘Tho big crowds that turned out for the Co. 
Kildare MC's Motorcraft Mondello on Mon- 
day, June 3, certainly got more than value 
for’ their money, all eight races providing 
lots of excitement and incidents, which makes 
the right formula to draw the paying fans 
back again in even stronger numbers to the 


tion’ to win the Motoreraft Trophy feature 
with his mammoth G-litre Ford Capri V8, 
Fepeating his win in this event two years ago. 

‘A coming together at Shell on the first lap 
of the modsports race eliminated the MG 
Midgets of Don Kissane and P. J. Fallon. 
Liam Plower raced on to victory, by 3.2 
seconds over John Gale, with Austin Whelan 
and Brian Tuite completing the usual MG 

clean sweep, only fractions behind 
‘With @ new Longman engine under 
the bonnet of his Churchmans Super Size 
Min, Conor Linehan took an early’ lead in 
the ‘1350 cc saloon race, but the order 
‘changed on lap § with Stee Griffin in front 
in hie appropriately named “ Breakaway ” 
Mini, But Griffin had serious handling prob 
tems with his tyres going off, and two laps 
from the end it was Linehan in front again 
to win by 2 seconds—"I couldn’t close the 
door on him for two laps, it would have been 
too obvious" remarked the droll Griffin after- 
‘wards. David Hall's Imp was not as quick as 
usual, being three seconds down on Griffin 
at the flag. 

‘The major interest in the Formula Ford 
race was centred on the meteoric progress of 
Jim Sherry fifth on lap three behind Garey 
Gibson, Harry Acheson, Derek Daly and Eddie 
Jordan’ and third on the next lap, having dis- 
Posed of the dicing duet of Daly and Jordan. 
Lap six saw the wily Acheson in the lead 
and on the last corner, Dunlop, Sherry some- 
how found a gap between Acheson and Gib- 
son to dead-heat with Gibson on race tim 
but winning by a whisker. Acheson mad. 

2-3 for the 1974 Crossle 25F model 
‘after a touch and tickle session at Dunlop. 
Jordan took his Crossle 20F into fourth, by 
's from Daly's Super Glide Lotus 61M. 
‘The bellowing coar of mighty American V8 
engines reverberated throughout the land, or 
so It sounded, as the field rushed off ‘the 
line in the first leg of the Superioon race. 
‘And at the first bend there was drama with 
Gerry Marshall on the grass with the droopy 
snout Vauxhall Firenza in a frenzied carve- 
up for the lead with Chris Meek in the Prin- 
cess Ita Escort, Marshall's race ended at BP 
Bend, where the Firenza went off with non- 
steering steering arm, and Meek led the race 
for two laps until Mick Hill powered out in 
front with his Boss Capri. That hectic open- 
ing lap saw the retirement of Colin Hawker's 
DFV-engined Capri, with gearbox trouble, 
while Dennis Nott trundied around slowly 
at the tail end of the pack in the brutal 
Chevvy-Capri. Lap four saw Meek domoted 
to third by “Strawberry” Strawson's V8 
Capri. On lap six Alec Poole in the Group 
2 Broadspeed Escort, entered by Bob Ryan 
Racing of Birmingham, took over third spot 
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from Meek. As Hill built up a commanding 
lead it was obvious that he was. treating 
the loud pedal very gently, turning on all 
that power only when he had the big white 
beast pointing in a straight line, and he went 
‘on to win by the big margain of 18.6 seconds 
from Strawson, thus ensuring himself of a 
respectable time advantage for the second 
Jeg. Poole never let up in his chase of the 
Second Capri, despite blowing out lots of 
expensive looking white” smoke midway 
through the 15 laps, and finishing only 0.8 
seconds behind the more powerful Capri. 
‘Mesk dropped well back behind Poole, but 
comfortably ahead of Mattie McNamara's 
‘Super Size Escort, 

‘The Atlantic field was without the Des- 
mond Mack Crossle 22F of Jay Pollock, but 
‘everyone else was there in furious search 
of points in the new €2600 BP-IYI Formula 
Atlantic Championship of Ireland, _joindly 
backed by Irish Shell & BP Ltd and Irish 
Yarn Industries Ltd of Hillsborough, Co. 
Down. In the absence of Pollock, Patsy Mc- 
Garrity had no serious challenger, which he 
proved in no uncertain terms by winning 
by 86 seconds from Ken Fildes in the Super 
Glide Lotus 69. Chevrons jointly shared the 
fastest lap, at 57.6 seconds, driven by McGar- 
rity (B25) and Nelson Todd (B20), but McGar- 
rity showed remarkable consistency by get- 
ting down to this quick time on laps 5,7, 
9, 10 and 11. Both Walter Kinnear with his 
Lotus 69 and Bill Gowdy with his Brabham 
BT30 showed great form, each contesting 
third place until Kinnear dropped back to 
finish sixth, after Des Donnelly (March 738), 
‘Tony Martin (March 72B) and Todd; 
Gowdy retired on lap 8. Dermot McFeeley 
flew off the road on the second lap at Shell 
to retire his March 73B, and there was drama 
on Jap 11 ag Dermot O'Leary screamed to 
‘a halt at Dunlop with his Lotus 69 well and 
truly in flames. The marshals were on the 
spot to save Dermot and the car within 
seconds, one in particular bravely going into 
‘he intense flames almost before the car had 
stopped, dramatic proof indeed that Mon- 
dello owes a tremendous debt to the Motor 
Racing Marshals Club of Ireland. 

Visiting drivers Frank Sytner, Vernon Dav- 
Jes and Steve Russell in U2s, Richard Groom- 
bridge with his Hustler and Peter Evans with 
his Lotus-based Access made for a fine Supe: 
‘Sports grid. Sytner was on pole, with Richi 
Conroy ‘slotting in a demon practice lap to 
put his Gryphon C73/4 alongside the U2. 
‘Sytner made it first into Shell to lead from 
Conroy on the second lap, and already Davies 
‘was out of contention following a first lap 
gilhooley at Esso. Eddie Regan and Richie 
Heeley in their Gryphons, with Evans in the 
middle, tried all they knew to pass Conroy, 
who effectively held up this trio and let 
‘Sytner away into the distance. All three, and 
‘also Russell, were in front of Conroy on 
lap five to engage themselves in a frantic 
struggle for at least second spot. Richard 
Groombridge, who was never in the bunt, 
had a rear tyre deflate at Shell and he was 
forced to retire the Hustler after only four 


detriment of his nose cone, which somehow 
managed to hold on although well smashed 
up. Russell took Heeley at Shell on the last 
lap, but Heeley does not give up easily and 
when Russell's U2 slid wide it was Heeley 
through to finish second, 32 seconds down on 
Sytner. Mike Martin took his U2 “Sizzler” 


‘The Superloons were next on the scene, 
in the second leg of the Motorcraft Trophy 
feature, programmed as the European Super 


To the huge delight of the 


drivers off the line, and really hanging out 
the Broadspeed Escort, he led for three 
glorious laps from Meek, Marshall, Strawson 
‘and Hill, Lap 4 saw Meek in front of Poole 
and on the next lap big Gerry Marshall took 
Poole in his rush through the field from back 
‘of the grid. The battle was on in earnest with 
Marshall determined to blow off Meek, follow- 
ing their first leg incident, but it was all over 
for Big Gerry on lap seven when the Firenza 
‘again had steering failure and he had to limp 
sadly back to the paddock, to the disappoint. 
ment of the spectators. Mick Hill closed on 
Meek, pulling alongside on lap after lap under 
braking for Shell but with Meek’s Escort 
always that vital fraction in front of the big 
Capri. Hill thundered past the pits in the 
tead on lap 14, then came Poole, Strawson, 
McNamara, the gallant’ Rosemary Smith 
Escort), but not a sign of Chris Meck, his 
Escort parked out on the circuit with a bent 
throttlet On aggregate Hill wi 
by over half a minute from Pi 
others to finish were Tony Si 
Mattie McNamara, with Rosemary Smith on 
29 laps and Jim Graham (Escort) on 28, 
Finally there was a Group 1 race, won by 
Robert Ward in a BMW 2002, from the 
Escorts of Tom McKinney (Mexico) and David 
Hamilton (RS2000). Big Derek McMahon, 
County Donegal's bulky answer to Gerry 
Marshall, was fourth in an Avenger GT, after 
pushing the Capri 3000 of Alan “Plum” Tyn- 
dail neatly out of his way at BP Bend! 


BRIAN FOLEY 
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ros me et Bb Wale 
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Lotus Elite—comprehensively 


G. S. CARS, 
35 TOWER ROAD, SOUTH. 
WARMLEY, 


BRISTOL, GLOS. 


equipped luxury sports saloon 


LONDON SPORTS CAR CENTRE 
available 


rations by famous racing 
driver 

HIGH STREET. 

EDGWARE 

01-952 6171 


ASTON DISTRIBUTORS LTD 
TEL: 021-356 6262/3 
For your personal test in our 
demonstrator. 
66/70 WALSALL ROAD, 
PERRY BARR, 
BIRMINGHAM. 


BS15 SBL. 
BRISTOL 673100. 
LOTUS ELITE, TEST DRIVE 
ANY DISTANCE 
LEN STREET LTD, 
67/69 DRAYTON GARDENS, 
CHELSEA, 
LONDON SW10 9Qz. 
01-370 4114. 


— 


FOR LOTUS IN LIVERPOOL 
THE NEW ELUTE. 


MAYFIELD GARAGE, 
574 AIGBURTH ROAD, 


@® LIVERPOOL, L19 3QG, 


Buy the new Elite at Plough, 


PLOUGH MOTORS 
(STROUD VALLEY) LTD. 
STONEHOUSE, GL10 2HJ, 


Gtous. @) 045-382 2382/6 


TEST THE 
NEW LOTUS ELITE 


Test drives 


sed Eur 


CORNFIELD GARAGE LTD, 
23 CORNFIELD ROAD, EASTBOURNE 
EASTBOURNE 22244, 


ERIC SAYER 

(Cambridge Sports Cars) LTD, 
10/12 HIGH STREET, 
FULBOURN, CAMBS. 
TEL: CAMBRIDGE 880711 


MALLETT BROS (Car Sales), 
Northgate Garage, 
Northgate, 
Sleaford, Lincs. 


Tel: Sleaford 2728 


& 


LANCS. 
051-427 3500 
CUBLEY’S CAR SALES, 
109 Eastbank St, 
Southport, Lancs. 
Southport 59594/ 
739080 


FROST'S OF SHOREHAM, 

398 BRIGHTON ROAD, 
‘SHOREHAM BY SEA, 
SUSSEX 

®N4 6RT. 
@ SHOREHAM 3584/5. 


J. A. ELSE & SON, 


CODNOR, 


@ 


DERBYSHIRE, 
DES 4QB. 
RIPLEY 2321/2/3. 
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Dave Hedges and Hugo Shipley in their dice for fourth place. 


CROFT 


Renault 5s entertain 


Increasing lead. Jim Ridehalgh dropped out 


Areal mixed bi 
BRSCC Northern 
dane entry for the restricted meeting at 
Croft last Sunday. A torrential downpour 


racing was due to start held up the proceed- 


Ings somewhat, and it rained on and off mos 

‘of the afternoon, giving varied track condi- 
tions to say the least. Perhaps the most ex- 
clting and certainly the most spectacular 
race was the round of the national Renault 5 
Challenge, with cars adopting crazy ang! 
‘one ending up parked neatly on top of the 
bank at Tower and Nell “Marty” MeGrath 


bending his car at the Chicane and handing 


‘out for thelr warming-up lap, the circuit 
wos vtill awash, and vast clouds of spray 
were thrown up as the field left the grid 
Chris Meek took his De Tomaso Pantera into 
an unassailable lead from Peter Taylor Jaguar 
E) and Colin Blower (Lotus Europa). Andrew 
Roughton (Lotus Elan) and John Britten (Mor- 
gan) were next up, then farther back Richard 
Charley was understandably tip-toeing round 
with his beautiful Ferrari Dino, The most 
interesting group, as the leaders got. spread 
out, was the next one, with the Spridgets of 
Ron Hopkinson, Griffiths, Martin Dawson and 
‘Andrew Chatburn, the Cian Crusader of John 
‘Tait and the Triumph TR6 of Gerald Vaughan 
mixing it for seventh place behind Charnley. 
Dawson and Hopkinson both had spins but the 
latter led that group home behind Meck, Ta; 
lor, Blower, Roughton, Britten and Charley. 

"The racing line was starting to dry slightly 
the Formula Ford cars came out, headed 
by Pete Clark, Stuart Lawson and Stuart 
Baird. Clark's Crossle led at first but did it 

t Barcroft and spun down to 10th 
, 1g Stu Baird in the lead with his 
Merlyn, followed by John Simpson's Nike. and 
Mick Starkey's Merlyn. Simpson gave Baird no 
peace and took the lead on lap six, but spun 
‘on the next lap down to fifth place. Baird 
again took the lead, followed this time by 
Dave Steedman (Hawke DLI1) and Alan 
Wilson (Elden), who was displaced by Simpson 
as he fought back. Baird took the flag from 
Stedman, Simpson, Wilson and Kelvin 
Hesketh (Merlyn). 

Event three in the programme was Fun 
Time, otherwise known as the Renault 5 
Challenge round. Neil McGrath put his car 
‘on pole position, with Stuart McCrudden and 
Bob Taylor beside him on the front row. 
McGrath went straight into the lead with 
MeCrudden following, then Brian Butler, Bob 
Taylor, Maggie Anderson and Dave Hedges 
dicing hard for third place. Then came Hugo 
Shipley, Jim Ridehalgh, Allan Hebb, Keith 
Collier, Charles Shuttleworth, Don Walker, 
Ron Sheldon and Ken Harding, all practically 
nose-to-tall, as McGrath pulled out an ever- 
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‘of the fray on lap seven when he parked his 
car ever $0 neatly on top of the bank at 
Tower, then it was McGrath's turn, when he 
hit the bank at the Chicane fairly hard. He 
reversed off and continued, but as he passed 
the pits his offside front tyre was punctured by 
the damaged bodywork and he was forced to 
pull off. All this left McCrudden fairly com: 
fortably in the lead, and Anderson eventually 
got second from Taylor, Hedges and Butler. 

Tim Wood (Magnum) and John Muirhead 
(Mallock) apparently thought ‘that discretion 
was the beter part of valour in the Club- 
men's/Modsports thrash, and pulled into the 
pits before the race started on the still-wet 
track. Ray Edge took his Mallock U2 to a 
flag-o-flag win in this one, although he was 
chased throughout by Derrick Cook's similar 
car. Ken Shipley well and truly demolished 
the Chicane wall on lap three and was forced 
to retire, Keeping a watching brief on the 
leaders throughout the race was Barry Joell 
(Mallock), followed by the leading Modsports 
car, John’ Absalom's Ginetta, and Roy McNab's 
Gryphon. Cook appeared to be catching Edge 
‘at one point, but then his engine went right 
off song and he had to be content with a 
safe second place from Joell 

Chris Meek planted his Princess Ita Escort 
on pole position for the saloon race, but when 
the one minute board went up he was stuck 
with a dead engine. After the rest of the 
field stormed away he was push-started by 
the marshals, and incurred a ten second pen- 
alty for his trouble. Up at the front meanwhile 
Frank Gunn had taken command with his 
smart two litre Escort, from Keith Bow- 
maker's growling example and Graham 
Clark's rapid Mini, By lap three Meek was 
in third spot. Then he took Bowmaker, who 
was also taken by Clark. Meek slowly but 
surely wore down Gunn's lead and overtook 
him into Tower on lap eight. Then on the 
next lap Frank aquaplaned straight off the 
road and up the bank at Tower, leaving sec- 


ond place to class-winning Clark with Bow- 
maker third. 

"An unfortunate non-starter in the final 
Libre race was the smart Simon James Motors 
Ltd Chevron B23 of Richard Simms, which 
had an oll pipe come adrift in practice. When 
the mechanics took off the sump in the pad- 
dock there were some expensive-looking metal 
filings in it. As for the race itself, Derrick 
Cook (Mallock U2) got the drop’ on Tain 
McLaren (Rondel Motul M1) and Andy Barton 
(Lotus 69) and chopped right across in front 
of them at the start to get onto his line. 
By the end of lap one McLaren was firmly 
in the lead though, from Barton and Cook. 
Then came the Formula Ford cars of Stuart 
Lawson (Hawke), John Woodcock (Nike), Dave 
Stedman (Hawke) and David Morgan (Merlyn). 
Barton was now chasing McLaren hard and 
‘as they lapped the smart FA Hawke of T. 
D’zierzek they were very close. Then Andy 
had a moment on lap nine and dropped back 
‘again, leaving McLaren to win comfortably. 
Cook’ held a steady third place until late in 
the race, when he pulled off at the Esses, 
having run out of petrol, leaving third place 


to Stuart Lawson. 
JOHN HORNBY 


evige Bihan 41.1 


Ken Shipley gets his Mallock U2 well crossed up. 


Special stage 


Ronde Cevenole to 
private Alpine 


Private Alpine driver Jacques 
Henry drove to a convincing vic- 
tory on last Sunday's Ronde Cév- 
enole. Driving a works built 1800 
Berlinetta supported by Auto 
Centre, Henry. put up consis 
tently ‘quick times for all the 
10 laps, despite being unfamiliar 
with the twisting 42-kilometre 
elreuit. 


Favourite Bernard Darniche 
(1800 Alpine Berlinetta) was 
Teading the rally despite an 18 


second penalty incurred when he 
‘spun on the third lap, destroying 
the rear of the car. Jean-Pierre 
Nicolas, for the first time driv- 
ing the ‘Alpine A310, had climbed 
to third ‘place overall by the 
time of the lunch halt, this be 
ing after 5 laps of the course 
hhad been completed. The car re- 
tired soon after the restare with 
water pump drive failure. The 
only other works entered Alpine, 
the Renault 17 prototype driven 

Francois Piot, finished 


second position, unable to catch 
Henry by one ‘and a half min- 
utes after steadily closing during 
the afternoon run. The two 
Flat 124 Spyders entered by the 


Healthy 
British 
programme 


Next round in the Castrol/Auto- 
sport Special Stage championship 

the Circuit of Donegal to be 
held on June 21/22 In Eire. This 
looks as if its entry has profited 
from the cancellation of the 
Scottish and will prove to be a 
hard fought event. A full preview 
will appear next week. Then on 
two successive weekends, there 
are rounds in the Rally 
Championship with Larne 
Motor Club's Texaco Rally in 
Northern Ireland on June 29/30 
and the Northumbrian Motor 
Club's Jim Clark Memorial Rally 
on July- 6/7. The next scheduled 
event in the Castrol/Avrostort 
series Is the Welsh Border Car 
Club's Border Stages Rally on 
July 27/28 but, though this has 
the appropriate Forestry alloca- 
tlon, some difficulty is being 
‘experienced in getting the stages 
approved at local level. The 
Wolverhampton and South Staffs 
offering on August 17/18 is called 
the Castrol 75 and is followed one 
month later, September 14/15 by 
the Castrol sponsored Manx 
Trophy Rally, both of which 
count for the ‘Castrol/AvrosPoxt 
series. 


factory for “Lele” Pinto and Sex- 
io Barbasio were running with 
6 valve 220 bhp engines for 
the first time and finished in 
fourth and ninth positions res. 
pectively. Both cars lost vital 
time with minor mechanical prob- 
Toms which detracted from the 
car's overall reliability. 

Competition in the Grovp 1 
class was flerce with victory 
going to the Opel Commordore 
Of Descezeg from Passebois (Alfa 
Romeo 2000) ahead of the simi 
lar car of Jarnaud Cuvine, Bar- 

jer (Opel, Commodore) was 
Teading comfortably before fuel 
starvation caused his retirement 
on the seventh lap. 

‘The "3000 feet vertical 
drops of the Col de Mon- 

done competitor, 

the Alpine 1600 of Destbierre 
when the car somersaulted over 
an unguarded drop, luckily knit. 
ted by trees, after a fall 
of 100 feet. “The driver was 
helicoptered to hospital with a 
fractured skull and a serious eye 
Injury. 


Beynon’s Porsche 


Chris Beynon has acquired Jack 
Tordof's Porsche Carrera and 
has rebuilt after the Firestone 
Rally accident. His successful 
Escort TC is now for. sale: 
unbeaten by any 1600 Escort TC 
0 far! 

© In the results of the Sherwood 
Stages Rally, held on May 19, 
eighth place men were wrongly 
Identified. In fact eighth place 
‘went to S. Llewellyn-Jones/D. B. 
Rogers driving a Ford Mexico 
Prepared by R&C Rally Services 
of Seaton, Devon and backed by 
Reeds Rallye Sport of Torquay. 


DOT for 
Donegal 


Dealer Opel Team will be out 
again with two cars on the Cir- 
cuit of Donegal, the next Cast- 
fol/ Aurosroxt round. This time 
they will leave the Group 1 cai 
at home and the team will com 
prise two Group 2 Asconas. Tony 
Fall/Mike Broad will drive the 
car they used on the Welsh but 
now with a new two litre block 
as the old one was found to be 
@ bit. worn on examination at 
Broadspeeg (no relation). The 
crossflow engine is not yet ready. 
The other Ascona will be a new 
Steinmetz car to be driven by 
Rosemary Smith/Pauline Gullick. 
This has a Steinmetz Group 2 
engine and DOT are doing the 
rest of the work on the car like 
altering the sub-frames and put- 
ting the brake pipes inside, DOT 
hope to enter a third Opel Com- 
modore, prepared to the same 
specification as Peter Hanson's 
Group 1 racer, for Rosemary in 
the Tour of Britain, but at pre- 
sent they are looking for a spon- 
Sor in the form of a purchaser 
for the car which will go at a 
very competitive price provided 
it is entered In the Tour. 


edited by lan Sadh 


Mikkola’s 
rallycross 


Determined not to be done out 
of a Weekend's motor sport, 
Hannu Mikkola flew back to 
Finland after hearing that the 
Scottish was cancelled to drive 
his Finnish rally Escort in the 
Embassy Rallycross Champion- 
ship round in Helsinki. Dunlop 
co-operated by hand-cutting some 
rallycross racers and speeding 
them south to London’ where 
British Rail promptly lost them 
for seven hours. In contrast Finn- 
alr freighted them to Helsinki 
and even turned some perishable 
cargo off the plane to get them 


‘Post’ Dolomite 
in Antbes 


The Birmingham Post/Colliers 
Dolomite Sprint will be joining 
the official British Leyland car 
of ‘Brian Culcheth/Johnstone 
Syer in the Criterium Antibes/ 
Grasse this weekend as it has 
been decided to do that event 
rather than the Circuit of Done- 
gal. Drivers will be John BIox- 
ham and Richard Harper as usual. 


Second on the HLF Stages Rally was the Bob Chapman/Andy Butt 
Escort seen here at Babdown airfield. Report on page 57. 


ee ee 


Non-championship Heatway ? 


Although it had to be cancelled 
this year due to the fuel crisi 

the Heatway Rally in New Zea 
land will definitely be run in 
1975. This was confirmed last 
week in’ New Zealand by 
Murray Thompson, the director of 
the rally, which this year was to 
have counted for the World 
Rally Championship. However, 
one thing which is not certain is 

whether this rally will count for 
the championship next year as 
ig may prefer to opt out because 
of what Thompson calls “ unpal- 
atable stipulations” being forced 
‘on World Championship events 
by the CSI. Instead, the Heatway 
may take itself out of the rat 
race and form part of the pro- 
posed South Pacific Champion- 
ship which will comprise 


the Heatway, the Southern Cross 
in Australia, and the New Cale- 
donian Safari. This would appear 
to be a parallel situation -to that 
pertaining in Africa where events 
like the East African Safari, the 
Moroccan Rally and the Ethio- 
pian Highland Rally are thinking 
of banding together to form an 
African Rally Championship in 
dependent of the World Cham- 
pionship whose regulations ap- 


pear to them stifling and in- 
appropriate. The South Pacific 
Series, if it comes about, will 


have ‘a big airline participating 
with if so that competitors and 
thelr cars will be. airdreighted 
from event to event. Provisional 
dates for the Heatway Rally are 
in late August or early Septem- 
ber, 1975. 


Clipstone 
problems 


The following tale _ shows 
that some people can put 
the use of stages in 
Jeopardy by being too keen. 


Shortly before the Mintex Dales, 
Iris and Gordon Kellet of the 
Dukeries Motor Club discovered 
some gentlemen “from the other 
side of the Pennines ” giving thelr 
cars and driving talents a work- 
out in Clipstone Forest. Just 
whether those Idiots have been 
reported to the RAC for disci- 
plinary action is not known, but 
such behaviour has now put the 
Use of Clipstone by the Dukeries 
Rally and indeed the RAC Rally 
into doubt. 
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Special stage 


Ron and Liz Crellin win 
Dukeries court battle 


regard to safety on rallles, 
an important decision was made 
before the Nottingham County 


Crellin vs Falinski with 
Dukeries Motor Club joined 
co-defendants and concerned the 
accident between Liz and Ron 
Crellin in their Cooper S and a 
man driving to his mushroom 
picking in Clipstone Forest during 
the Dukeries Rally some years 
ago. After a full day's session 
with ‘the three barristers and 
plenty of wi the Judge 
completely exonerated the Cre 
ling from any blame in the matter 
and indeed complimented Liz on 
her driving. He put the blame 
for the incident equally upon the 
club and Mr Falinski who had to 
pay the damages and considerable 
Eosts of the case between them. 


‘The most interesting thing Is that 
though this seems a very hard 
decision against the club, it does 
point out the serious responsi- 
bilities that a club organising a 
special stage has to ensure thi 

the stage is indeed closed to 
other traffic. Mr Falinski had 
been turned away from the start 
of this stage but had found his 
own way into the middle of it 
‘The Judge felt that it was not 
sufficient for the club to stick to 
RAC Blue Book rules on safety, 
which primarily safeguard the 
competitor, but should look much 
more into the layout and access 
to the stage to prevent such 
things happening. In any case. 
It must be a relief to all special 
stage competitors to know that 
they cannot be held responsible 
for such incidents. 


Cirencester 
now Arkell: 
regs out 


Regulations are now available for 
the Arkell Rally, _ previously 
known as the ‘Cirencester Park 
Esso Uniflo. Rally’ which will 
take place in and around Ciren- 
cester Park on July 28th. The 
sponsors are now J. Arkell and 
Sons who are a brewery in Swin 
don and who specialise in the 
continued production of real 
draught beer. The regulations 
point out that, contrary to 
rumour, draught beer will not 
be served at all controls but 
that thanks to Lord Bathurst, 
refreshments will be available 
in the Park. The event is a 
qualifying event in the BTRDA 
Gold Star Championship, the 
Triple C Clubman's Champion- 
ship and the Ford Escort 
Championship. Secretary of the 
rally is John. Williams (another 
one!) who lives ac the Old Barn, 
Stretton Cirencester, Gloucester- 
shire, 


BTRDA 
positions 


After the fifth round of the 
BTRDA Gold Star Rally Cham- 
pionship, the HI-Fi Rally, the 
Points situation is as follows: 


Citas, "moder ‘soning 27 ta 
‘the figures in brackets’ after 
the points scored indicate the 
number of events in which the 
competitor has scored to date. 
A tepor of the Hi-Fi Rally 
appears this week on page 57. 
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Adlards 
increase 


the Ford Rallye Sport 
18 the southside of Clap- 
‘ommon, are increasing 
their rally activities. For a start, 
they are entering Petar Watson. 
Mike Regan in a Group 1 Mex 
ico. on the enlarged Tour d°Ypres 
at the end of June. They have 
also obtained the services of 
Henry Inurrieta who as well os 
being famous for being seeded 50 
hhigh on the Welsh Rally because 
of his Spanish nationality is also 
fan expert parts/service manager 
who knows about rallying from 
personal experience. Chief mech- 
anie is Dave Price who has wor- 
ked on such disparate cars as 
Jeremy Lord's Minilite Lola and 
autocross Escorts as well as com 
peting in both World Cup Rallies. 


Galway International Rally 


Whatever else may be happening 
in ireland, there are plenty of 
rallies going on. The Galway 
Motor Club, having lost their 
big rally, the Circuit of Galway 
earlier his year due to the fuel 
crisis, have now got a replace- 
ment on the stocks. Called the 
Galway International Hotel Rally, 
it will be run on August 31si 
September Ist and will comprise 
190 miles of special stages run 
entirely in daylight over the Sat 
urday and Sunday. There is 


90d. prize money with €200 to 
the winner and another £1000 to 
be handed out down the fleld. 
There are no early morning starts 
so there is plenty of time for 
party-going of other social activi- 
ties. Anyone Jnterested should 
contact Mrs Patsy Cotter, An 
Pointin Stil, Inverin, Co, Galway, 
Eire, (Tel 691 73130). Naturally, 
anyone going to Donegal next 
week can see Clerk of the Course, 
Eamon Cotter, and get regulations 
from him. 


Help for Texaco 


With the Scottish Rally being 
cancelled, many crews with 
ready-prepared rally cars and un- 
used budgets have turned. thelr 
tentions to the next round of 
ye Castrol/AuTOsPoRT series, the 
Circuit of Donegal. Worth’ re- 
membering is the fact that che 
following weekend, the Larne 
Motor ‘Club are holding their 
Texaco Rally which, like the 
cancelled Scottish, is’ a qualifier 
in the RAC Rally Championship. 
For competitors from over the 


entries 


water, the club is offering a 25% 
reduction on the boat fare and 
free hotel accommodation. The 
first prize Js £300 and the class 
money starts at £40. Rally HQ 
will be in Larne and anyone in- 
terested in an entry on the terms 
mentioned above should rin 
Michael Ford-Hutchinson on 
Larne 3751 (evening) or 4150 
(@ay) or Esler Crawford on Bel- 
fast 744529. The will. com- 
prise 185 miles of stages, 120 on 
tarmac and 65 in the forests, 


Hi-Fi distortions 


‘The Hi-Fi stages was not a 
Marina rally: Pat Ryan broke 
a half-shaft and Paul Davies his 
the rally 
was David Jones’ Mexico which 
took four BTD's 
and two each 
Batchelor and Stokes, 
started at no 32 and’ several 
stages seemed to be faster for 
later numbers as they dried out. 
Alan ‘Thompson entered a car 
called a Corver, which was a 
Mk 1 Cortina with VB Rover 
engine. He had to retire at the 
half way point when a broken 


alternator left him — without 

‘any power, The Babdown stage 

which preceded the lunch halt 

and was cancelled only enabled 

one car to be on the stage at 
‘1 


test. The start 
instructed to start 
next quarter minute after the 
test was cleared, and this gave 
rise to the timing trouble. Best 
Mint was that of Terry Kaby 
‘who came ninth in his very smart 
seamless example, 


‘Out for the first time on the HUFI Rally last weekend was Rodney Badham's Gandy Master Brake Lining’s 
V8 Avenger, The engine is a Buick (left). It retired due to suspension trouble. 


TRIUMPH DOLC 
OVERALL LEADERS CASTRO 
STATION GARAGES LTD 


LONDON ROAD, 
Tel: Amersham 5911 
or 
125 AMERSHAM ROAD, 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
Tel: High Wycombe 23832 
Some Sprints at pre-increased prices 


HARTWELLS 
a: BANE BU RY 
OXFORDSHIRE 


ROSSLEIGH LTD 


FORTH STREET, 
NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE 
PHONE: 0632 28981 


Demonstration models always available 
Large selection new cars 


Surrey distributors for Dolomite 


THE REIGATE GARAGE LTD HEWITTS. Srowvernameron 
22-36 AND 51a BELL STREET, REIGATE, 
SURREY STAFFORD STREET, WOLVERHAMPTON, 

PHONE: REIGATE 43333/43334/49246 


STAFFORDSHIRE 
Sales @ Service @ Spares 


EDWARDS MOTORS (Doncaster) LTD 


YORK ROAD, 
DONCASTER, ( 
YORKSHIRE also at Walsall 26567 and ‘Stourbridge 5138 
TEL: DONCASTER (0302) 66861 
TRIUMPH = DAIMLER * JAGUAR * ROVER Most models and colours in stock 
Demonstrations by arranger ent 


Main Triumph Distributors for South Staffordshire 


Tel: Wolverhampton (0902) 24678 
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MITE SPRINT 
GROUP ONE CHAMPIONSHIP 


Main distributor for DOLOMITE in West Sussex 
WADHAM 


CHICHESTER AUTOMOBILES LTD 


WESTHAMPNETT ROAD, CHICHESTER, SUSSEX 
Phone Chichester (0243) 86151/2, 87209, 87243 


Demonstrations by arrangement 


E. W. HATFIELD LTD 


1-7 SIDNEY STREET 
SHEFFIELD S1 3PW 
TEL: (0742) 77651 
Sales and Service 
100 Corporation Street, Sheffield S38RF 
Tel: (0742) 730291 
SAVE APPROXIMATELY £160. CARS OFFERED AT PRE- 
PRICE INCREASE—WHILST STOCKS LAST 


The Specialists for the Dolomite Sprint 


DUNHAM AND HAINES LTD. 


17 LANGLEY STREET, 
LUTON, BEDS. 
Tel: LUTON 411311—10 lines 


“TRIUMPH ACROSS BRITAIN 74” 


HENLYS (CREWE) LTD ioe Spe oa 


“A DIVISION OF DUNHAM AND HAINES LTD” 


10-30 NANTWICH ROAD, LEIGHTON BUZZARD, BEDFORDSHIRE 
CREWE, CHESHIRE Get the powerful facts NOW for the 
TEL: CREWE 57391 DOLOMITE SPRINT 


from the performance specialists 
Sales, Service and Parts PHONE: LEIGHTON BUZZARD 3022 


° TRIUMPH DISTRIBUTORS FOR NELSON/CLITHEROE 
LANKESTERS (Kingston) LTD | patov irre & THORNTON BROS LTD 


39 TREET 
KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES 
TEL: 01-546 3151 ces, 
also branches at PHONE: NELSON 66771 
LEATHERHEAD—74792 Also 
KINGSTON—01-399 7254 TOWN CENTRE SHOWROOMS, 


Sales @ Service @ Spares 
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Tony Griffiths turned in one of his deceptively quic 


SHELSLEY WALSH 


runs but finished up sixth 


MacDowel still —in the wet 


The question that was on everybody's lips last 
Sunday at Shvisley was "has Steve Perry still 
got his Pluvius?" For a long time the Midland 
‘Automobile Club has insured with a Pluvius 
Insurance Policy against a rainy Shelsley but 
for the first time for a long while Shelsley 
Walsh was soggy. Despite this there was a 
Very substantial turn-out of spectators to 
watch the tremendous class battles and the 
fifth round of the RAC Hillclimb Champion- 
ship. Mike MacDowel managed to retain the 
form that took him to the Championship 
crown last year and got ahead of Sir Nick 
Williamson on the second Top-Ten run, both 
driving with virtuoso brilliance on a. very 
greasy hill 

All the class runs were held in widely 
varying conditions, it even contrived to hail 
twieg. Ron Hand in the saloon class turned 
‘out with his immaculate 1760 cc Anglia to 
foll Alan Cox's bid for the Leaders Champion: 
ship points, displacing the extraordinarily fast 
ttle 1000 ‘ce car to second place ahead of 
Richard Fry's rapid 1300 cc "S". which 
recovered from a first run misfire to take 
third place. John Hardman too upset the 
Leaders positions’ by beating erstwhile joint 
leader Russ Ward down Into second place in 
Di MacMaster’s neat Clan Crusader, Di her- 
self being third 

Malcolm Maycroft had fortunately put in 
‘one of his best climbs first time up in the now 
full road equipped Cobra shared with Brian 
Wilson as the car ran out of puff at the 
Esses second time up and Steve Hemingway's 
‘astonishingly fast blown Turner separated the 
two drivers of the Cobra in the results. Bill 
Holt was a valiant fourth in his Plus 8 
Morgan, with Andy Duncan's equally imma- 
culate BDA engined 4/4 hard on his heels, 
pipping co-driver Ray Meredith despite having 
only one run. Martyn Griffiths now heads the 
Woking Motors Leaders Championship by 
virtue of a clear win in the smaller sports 
racing and GT class in his smart U2 although 
he had a very close look at the bank on the 
exit to the Esses on his second run. John 
Barratt’s very neat rear-engined Theta was 
runner-up with it's suspension appearing 
admirably sorted to give the driver a very 


54 


g00d ride up Shulsley's numerous bumps and 
camber changes. Tony Southall spoiled 

promising second run by sliding wide o 

exit to the Esses, slowing conside! 
Spencer Eltcn exactly equalling Tony's time 
on his second run in the Taydec, built by 
Tommy Clapham, after clobbering the same 
spot as Tony on his first attempt. The road 
was still greasy for the bigger sports racers 
but Richard Brown in David Good's 1972 
Martin BMS produced a real stormer of a 
second run to beat first run leader Phil Scrage 
who lost time in the Esses getting sideways. 

The 500s were the first of the single-seaters 
up the hill and they were split into two 
classes, ancient and modern. Of the oldies 
Barry Oddy was the quickest in his rapid 
Cooper Norton Mk 8 with Paul Schroeder 
close behind in the same car and Gordon 
Bruce close behind in his nicely restored 
version, The sound of four demented Irishmen 
weilding buzz saws heralded the approach of 
Peter Voigt's Renwick special; hurling it side- 
ways through the Esses, Peter kept the little 
flat-four two-stroke right on song to complete 
an Incredible 38.14 s first run, leaving the 
Spectators in a state of near hysteria, The wee 
car has grown a proper Fl-type cockpit now 
and needs only a wing and spoilers to make 
it a } size replica of an Fl car. 

Power tells at Shelsley more than at any 
other British venue and the blower on Alan 
Richards’ Ford-engined Gryphon helped 
give him a 1} s advantage over David Way 
Ensign with F3 screamer with Tom Elton's 
Cooper JAP twin a very sideways third. There 
was no stopping Richard Jones’ Surtees in the 
1600 cc class and, even though the vacuum 
cleaner nose of his car was grounding as he 
entered the Esses, he asserted a clear advan- 
tage over David Franklin's very twitchy 
Ensign whilst David Phillips’ home-brewed 
Nitus Bedford with blown van engine was a 
very worthy runner-up to these two. The first 
runners én the over 1600 cc racing car class 
had the driest track and Richard Shardlow 
took his chance to make a tidy 32.57 s run 
just before the rain started up, this time 
subsequently being beaten only by Mike 
MacDowel's BTD time, slightly unrepresenta- 


tive at Shelsley although still very good for 
the conditions. Similarly Tony Griffiths was 
fortunate while Chris Cramer was red-flagged 
at the Esses because a stray youth was seen 
leaning over the guardrail on the finishing 
straight where cars would be passing three 
or four feet away from him at about 110 mph! 
David Good visited the bank, taking rather 
too wide a line at the kennels after a devasta- 
ting start, only the bodywork suffering slightly 
but thus missing the chance to qualify on 
the dry first runs and having to sit the top- 
ten runs out. David Fyfe was driving Tony 
Bancroft’s McLaren, his Palliser being still on 
it’s trailer after the Rover tow-car had blown- 
up its back axle. Tony had the car go all sick 
on him on the first runs and although the 
car ran on the second runs; he too suffered 
from the fact that his chance to qualify had 
gone, with the track now wet 

Before the Top-Ten runs there were three 
classes for the cars of yesteryear, Nick 
Jerome's HWM Alta Jaguar bobbing it's 
rubber suspended way to the top to win the 
Historic Sports car class from Bill Mackie's 
astonishingly fast’ white Healey Silverstone. 
‘Tom Elton commanded the racing car class in 
his Cooper Jap despite the valiant efforts of 
Roger Sweet's older Cooper Mk 7 twin with 
sit-up-and-beg. driving position, Basil Daven- 
Port once again assaulted the hill with Spider 
looking as formidable as ever, making the 


same staccato noise and assailing the 
spectators’ noses with the odour of pure 
meths ! Basil was presented with a memento 


to mark his 50th anniversary at Shelsley and 
stoutly looked forward to the same celebration 
for his 60th anniversary! Another presentation 
had been held before the meeting started to 
Ashley Cleave who has retired from the sport 
this year after a long innings in his Morris 
special which used to be the bane of much 
more modern cars until very recently. 

Conditions didn't_vary very much in. the 
RAC Championship Top-Ten run off and Nigel 
Pow, his Brabham Buick now sporting @ glant 
rear’ wing, made his debut to the Top-Ten 
acquitting himself well but remaining firmly 
last. David Franklin was still getting the 

insign tweaked-up on the greasy surface and 
was at first ninth, improving second time up 
to beat Reg Phillips for eighth spot. Roy Lane 
scored with a 33.26 s in the squat McRaw to 
take fourth place, his second run looking 
better, but actually slower, was still good for 
this place whereas Chris Cramer with a wary 
first run tripped’ the watches at a startling 
33.03 s and improved to 32.85 s to remain 
third, a great effort in this small car with its 
Hart F2 engine. Alistair Douj 

Udy first time up but his second run dram: 
tically improved his placing from eighth to 
fifth place with a 33.40 s, more than a second 
quicker, despite a very sideways passage in 
the Esses. Reg Phillips failed £0 improve on 
his first run time and dropped three places. 

Sir Nicholas Williamson threw his diminu- 
tive-looking Marlyn up the hill to a resounding 
32.50 s, albelt a somewhat scrabbling climb, 
Tony Griffiths turned out one of his decep- 
tively fast runs to take fifth place at first, 
pushed down Inter to sixth by Douglas 
‘Osborne despite an improvement on his pai 
to 33.75 s and Richard Shardlow, fastest of 
the qualifiers owing in part to the whims of 
the weather, turned in two crisp runs to make 
seventh place both times. 

Mike MacDowel had changed to interme- 
diates for his second run and this enabled 
him to get a bit more power on to the road, 
somewhat uncharacteristically opposite-locking 
his way out of the Esses to a 32.18 s and 
BTD whereas Sir Nick improved on his first 
run ‘but not enough to hold on to his position 
even though the car made a much tidier climb, 
Aited likewise with intermediate tyres for it 


ROBIN REW 
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Sports extra 


edited by Bob Cor 


fanduros 


Roses’ record — Lyons the champion — Bevan’s hack — 
drag preview—Stokes’ Hi-Fi—Morris’ course record 


SPRINT 


King of Curborough sets record 


Solihull businessman Bob Rose once again 
assumed the title of King of Curborough in 
no uncertain fashion last Sunday when, with 
the last run of the day, he set a new course 
record in his McLaren MI4D. Appropriately 
the record was set at an event run by Shen- 
stone & District CC, the owners of Cur- 
borough, and Rose goes into the record books 
once again with a time of 3113 5, which 
beat the previous record of Roy Lane, by 
0.185, Not to be completely outshone by 
Rose’ his current closest challenger John 
Ravenscroft also got into the 31 secs bracket 
with @ run in 31,945, both times being set 
in the top ton runoff runs for the RAC 
Sprint Championship contenders. 

Biggest of the 11 classes was that for road. 
going cars in which 15 starters were led by 
the Lotus Cortina of R. Ibrahim who did 
43.118 to finish three-quarters of a second 
up on a pair of Marinas driven by Derek 
Brown and Trevor Howard. Despite a spin 
on his first run Neal Johnstone returned to 
take the 1 litre special saloon class in his 
Mini in 39.05 s which piped Peter Holland 
by 0.828, Norman Adams had his super- 
charged Cooper on heat again in the next 
class and he and Keith Holyoake shared the 
places, Adams being half a second quicker 
in 36.63, A healthy entry of 11 sports cat 
hhad to give best, yet again, to Herbert Shep- 


herd and his E-Type, but Ray Jeavons drove 
his Europa with much skill to return a time 
of 39.21 which was only one-tenth behind 
the E-Type. 

Sprite man Des Richardson won the mod: 
sports car class in 37.735, with Hugh Cole- 
man half a second down in his Midget and 
Dick Trye was alone in his class with his 
Elan in 36.15 5 as was Cyril Baxter's Marcos 
in the over 1600 ce class. Best of two small 
capacity clubmen's cars was the Cox GTM of 
Ken Haywood in 38.69 while in the over 
1600 cc class Maurice Starbuck brought his 
Chrysler Special along to. collect first in 
37.81 s with Roy Williams’ Mallock U2 second 
in 38.315. 

Eight single seaters up to 1600 ce were led 
by the March 702 of Martin Steele who, with 
33.34 5, was the only driver to get under 
34° In the class. Eddie Lewis, in a Lotus 
of unknown type, was second and Peter Fisk 
(PME) third. In the class runs Rose beat 
Ravenscroft by a fraction with 3246s to 
3248s and Jonty Williamson, in his Man- 

Surtees, was third in 33.08 s. 


1 and Mew Course Recard: 


AUTOCROSS 


Class win for Blaber despite crash 
Ui 


thelr Sugworthy course for the second 
time this year North Devon MC had 63 com- 
petitors for thelr restricted autocross last 
Sunday and Dave Baskerville brought his 
1293 Cooper through for BTD in 2m 124 
secs on his second run. During the day 
three Minis rolled on the same corner and 
those of John Boston, a 998, and the 1300 of 
Dave Blaber were badly "damaged, while 
Steve Hargreave came off slightly better 
when he inverted his 850 Mini. No personal 
Injuries resulted. 

‘With everyone having three runs over a 
1000 yds course the day started with a win 
for Julian ‘Thomas in the 865 ce Mini class. 
He returned 2m 22.28 to beat Adrian Taylor 
by almost three secs with lan Cockran third 
in a field of 10 cars, There were 11 more 
Minis in the up to 1 litre class and John 
Yates rushed off to an easy win in 2m 154s, 
which was almost five secs better than Philip 
Lane while Chris Adams took third. Dave 
Blaber rolled his big Mini on his second run, 
but his fiest time of 2m 15.45 was just good 
enough to take the class, but small consola- 
tion for ‘A’ second run of 2m 
1565 
same car, driven by Alan Northway, was third 
albeit nearly three secs slower. 

In the first of the two front efigined-rwd 
classes Ron Grimwood hurled his 1300 cc 
Popular round in brisk fashion to beat a class 
of five with 2m 302s from Bob Mack's 
Anglia which was three secs slower. There 
were only four cars in the over 1300 class 
and. Mike Wyatt's RS1800 easily beat the 
2'3 litre Firenza of Chris Crockett, the margin 
being 3.65. 

‘Tom Shilston got his Pimpernel Special 
wound up to record 2m 14.23 and take the 
‘award among the Specials where Ken White 
was second with Nimrod in 2m 152s. The 
biggest class was that for road-going cars 
with 15 entries and Gordon Rogers was out 
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in ffont all day. He returned 2m 192s in 

Mini Cooper to finish almost 11 secs up 
‘on Bill Cherry's 1600 Escort with Richard 
Jenkins coming through into third with his 


RALLYCROSS 
Waldegaard in Finland 


Nearly 20,000 spectators saw the fourth round 
of the Embassy European rallycross series at 
Keimola near Helsinki, Finland, last weekend 
when Bjorn Waldegaard took top honours in 
the Porsche. This first rallycross in Finland 
naturally saw a number of local rally aces 
Competing, but still it was the regulars who 
claimed the honours, with Franz Wurz still 
scoring points and leading the championship 
taking second spot, equal with Stig Blomqvist 
in the works Saab, Behind him came team 
mate Per Eklund with Guy Deladriere fifth. 

John Taylor still wasn’t im much luck, 
bringing home the Haynes of Maidstone Escort 
to a best of third in the three runs, but suffer- 
ing from rear axle problems. He finished in 
sixth place, while Rod Chapman only dis. 
covered how badly his German crash had 
Injured him when he took over his spare car. 
However, the ignition broke on each of his 
three runs and he wasn't placed. Hannu 
Mikkola missed out with a hole in his Escort’s 
radiator, Curzent championship positions are 
1, Franz Wurz (VW), 138; 2, Bjorn Waldegaard 
(Porsche Carrera), 125; 3, Per Eklund (Saab), 
112; 4, Stig Blomqvist (Saab), 110; 5, Guy 
Deladriere (VW), 98; 8, Hubert Katzian (VW). 
93; 7, Jan de Rooy (Daf, 80; 8, H. Grunsteidi 
(VW), 73; 9, Rod Chapman (Escort), 71; 10, 
D, Riefel (VW), 65. 


AUTOTEST 


Eighth BTD earns 
Lyons championship 


John Lyons is the new Castrol/BTRDA 
‘Autotest Champion, He clinched the title in 
fine style at the 10th round at Lancaster 
Auction Mart last Sunday when Morecambe 
CC attracted an entry of 25 cars for the 
18 tests. Lyons, already undisputed cham. 
pion in his class, collected his elghth BTD 
‘Award to put the issue beyond question and 
his time of 789.65 left the fleld standing by 
half a minute. In his 1275 GT Lyons was 
initially challenged by Phil Darbyshire in his, 
Clubman GT but this threat disappeared com- 
pletely when Darbyshire broke the diff on 
the third test. 

‘With nine entries from the local club 
joining the “regulars” the first class, for 
Minis up to 1000ce was won by Robert 
Dawber who returned a time of 1,052.78 to 
beat Southern Ireland competitor Ron Corry 
by 12.8 while Stephen Waters was third but 
some way back. With Lyons rushing off into 
the distance in Class 2, where there were 
only four competitors, Peter Ballance was left 
to take the class in his 1275 GT. He made a 
mess of the 12th test but still won the class 
‘as he pleased from Peter Marshall. 

‘The seven entries in the saloon class, for 
cars over 7ft 1 in wheelbase, were headed 
initially by Tony Hunt in his Mexico. He 

vent ahead when Peter Noad collected penal- 
ties on two tests but later in the day Noad 
stormed back to take the class by nearly 
4's in 916.5. Brothers Brian and Paul Cas- 
sidy shared a Mexico to take third and fourth 
places, Paul finishing only 10s down on his 
brother although still suffering the effects 
of a road accident the previous week. 

Biggest class of the day was the sports car 
category where nine entries were headed 
throughout by three main challengers for 
honours in the series. Trevor Smith, the 1972 
champion, drove as hard as only he knows 
how to try and stay with Lyons but to no 

‘but the man of the class was Dick 
Squires. With third places in only two of 
the previous rounds to show for his efforts 
he was in sparkling form in his Sprite and 
challenged Smith throughout and he was well 
satisfied with second place less than 3s down 
‘on Smith who totalled 822.68. Cliff Robinson 
finished third on 842.78 which time would 
have been 10 better but for an infringement 
with a pylon. 

Three Indies competed for the separate 
award for women and at lunch there was 
only 2s between Gillian Asquith in = 1600 
Capri and Mrs Pauline Corry in her husband's 
Mini. However, the session was a different 
story entirely’ and although both ladies 
went astray on a number of occasions Miss 

finally home and dry by a hand- 


© Mike Sones (Mini GT) won the Redditch & 


District CC's autotest meeting at Fort Dun- 
lop last Sunday and has moved into joint 
second place in the AMMC Autotest Cham- 
Pionship. He did the 12 tests in 453.7s to 
beat Ray Webb (Sprite) by 3.75, and he 
joins Webb on 9 pts in the series, Mike 
Styles (Mini), second on the day, leads the 
series after two rounds with 10 pis 
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Sports extra 
AUTOCROSS 


Bevan back in form for BTD 


John Bevan got back to something approach- 
ing his fiery form of two seasons ago when 
he collected his first class win and BTD at 
the seventh round of the Castrol/BTRDA 
Autocross Championship run by Chelmsford 
‘MC at Writtle, near Chelmsford, last Sunday. 


Although the class opposition did not include 
this arch rival, Bevan got Naveb into full 
song and his time of 2m 27.05 was all the 
more noteworthy as he did it on a re-run 
following an accidental shunt up the boot 
which left him with only thicd gear. 

Others stars to shine were Messrs Graham 


in thelr 
better run by Roger Brunt and heartening 
wins by Clive Holland and Rob Gibson in 
the face of stiff opposition. Rain rather 
dampened activities for the second runs and 
few people improved on their first runs on 
the 900 yds course on which three laps con- 
stituted a run. 

Eleven cars contested in the production 
Class and for once Martin Barnard 
(Datsun 2402) had to work a little to gain 
his customary win. His opposition came from 
Dave Keevil, in only his second competitive 
outing with his similar car and he finished 
& mere 1.3 5 down, but some three secs 
‘ahead of David Lyes in his Mexico. In the 
‘sub section Graham Harper (Honda Civic) 
continued a promising run by scoring another 
nine points, being three secs better than 
another Mexico man J. Clinton. 

Potteries & Newcastle team member Clive 
Holland gained his second class win in the 
up to 870cc Mini class returning 2m 35.3.5 to 
beat Ian Thomson by slightly more than two 
secs, while Malcolm Cope gained another 
third place after a good run which was only 
‘a whisker away from gaining him second 
spot, Current leader of the up to 1300 front 
engined-rwd class Bob Merridale suffered 
only his second defeat when he came up 
against Graham Hathaway in the 10 car class. 
Last time they met Merridale was demoted 
to third in the class, but last Sunday he 
managed to take the runner-up spot albeit 
‘over four secs down on Hathaway, who te- 
mains undefeated in three championship 
‘Appearances, Anglia man Tony Beesley was 
third less than a second behind Merridate. 

‘The biggest upset of the day was among 
the sports car class where the previous al 
‘most unchallenged Triumph GT6 of Paul 
Northall and Roger Dowson was put in its 
place by a determined Rob Gibson (Sprite). 


One of the late surprises last season, Gibson 
hhas struggled to regain his form this season 
but hhe chose the Chelmsford round to gain 
his first win. Dowson put in a tremendous 
late run to try to wrest the class, but Gib- 
son's 2m 33.75 left him trailing by three 
tenths. Northall was not in the hunt all day 
and was demoted to fourth behind the Elan 
of John Pharez who beat him by almost two 

Peter Harrold retained the lead in the rear 
engined class with his VW with an easy win 
in 2m 386s beating John Savage by seven 
secs, while another VW man Bill Vevers was 
third and just ahead of Linda Savage. 

The meeting produced the first confronta- 
tion between the East Anglian pair of Alan 
‘Smith and Duncan Kirk and the west country 
butcher Roger Brunt. Brunt quickly showed 
who was boss and his 2m 21.0s was third 
fastest of the day left Smith to take second 
nearly two seconds down. Kirk was no 
better than seventh while the likes of Nick 
Brise and Frank Morvis want to forget the 
event as quickly as possible. Local man 
Barry Crump was third in 2m 34.18 in a 
class of 14 Minis up to 1 litre. 

One of the biggest entries ever—20 cars— 
contested the big capacity conventional 
saloon class, but despite the numbers George 
Warren again proved the master with his BDA. 
Escort. He had nearly two secs in hand over 
Tony Ford, in another Escort in taking the 
class in 2m 33.48 and local driver Mick 
Helm (Escort) came third in 2m 41.3 and, 
in turn, was a long way ahead of Clive True- 
man in his 2 litre Escort. 

Like his brother, Barry Hathaway rushed 
off into the distance in the big Mini class 
and he had a clear cut win in'2 m 30.1 
‘This left Peter Withers, current leader of the 
class to take second 3.3 secs down, but he 
was only a fraction of a second ahead of 
Richard MacDonald. Dave Fuell and Bruce 
Rushton completed the top five with Bevan 
taking the Specials class, the conristent Nick 

‘again collected the runner-up award 
with the Volnik while Norman Bradshaw 
made his first appearance in the series with 
Bradbuilt to collect third place a fraction up 
on Geoff Silvester in his Brody Special. 


This weekend at 
SILVERSTONE 


Both Dennis Priddle and Roz Prior hope to 
be running this weekend at Silverstone for 
the second international event, though Priddle 
will be using an iron block 392, Roz may drive 
“Revolution Three” as her car will not be 
ready in time, but this depends on whether 
Roland Pratt will have his funny car ready, 
and therefore be unable to have his regular 
Top Fuel drive. 

‘The meeting has attracted over 200 entries 
from home and abroad, and will be one of 
the highlights of the drag racing year. Silver- 
‘tone ‘Circuit and Clive Lanson Enterprises 
have invested over £6,000 on developing the 
track, which last year proved to have un- 
believably good. traction. Both sides now 
have Armco. barrier for the entire length, 
with banking ‘right down one side and 
1,000 seat grandstand on the other giving 
the close up view that has been impossible 
at similar sites in the past. The paddock has 
been enlarged to take the expected entries 


‘and camping facilities will be available for 
both entrants and public again. 

Qualifying takes place from 9 till 5 on 
Saturday, with an additional practice period 
on Sunday morning from 11 till noon and 
racing from from 1 o'clock. The meeting will 
count as rounds for the STP Pro Stock and 
‘Street championships and for the Castrol Bike 
chemplonship, Dot Rot cars. Motor vole News 

re sponsoring the bike side, while Queen- 
sway Travel, Sperex, and John Woolfe Racing 
will pat up contingency awards. A stunt 
motorcyclist’ and a barbecue on Saturday 
night complete the weekends entertainments 
and all at the bargain price of £1 per day or 
£1.50 for the weekend with pit admission 


free. 
@ Volkswagen St John's Wood, London's 
premier Volkswagen Dealership are entering 
@ car in Autocross. They are preparing a 
Volkswagen 1500 “Beetle with which John 
and Linda Savage, from Flitwick, Bedford- 
shire, will be contesting the 1974 Castrol/ 
British Trials & Rally Drivers’ Association and 
the London Counties Association of Motor 
lubs* Championships. The car, which will be 
extensively lightened, is powered by a 1900 cc 
supercharged engine. 


SPRINT 


Morris’ course record 


Five new records, including a new BTD for 
the course were set at a fine weather sprint 
meeting organised by Pembrokeshire CC at 
thelr Talbenny sprint course overlooking 
Irish Sea last Sunday. David Morris lowered 
his own record for the three quarter mile 
course from 93.12 s to 93.05 s in his F2 
Ensign FVA and four class records also went 
by the board including the ladies record, Most 
outstanding of these was Peter Waldon who 
clipped an incredible 11.8 s off his own modi- 
fled limited production sports car class in his 
Elan, 

With a field of 60 plus competitors the 
event began with a win for Malcolm Davies 
In the up to 1150 ce touring car class where 
his Anglia did 113.1 5 to win by 4 s over 
John Billings (Mini). In the up to 1500 cc 
class Alun Morgan (Min) had a 1s advan- 
tage over Roger Woodward's Escort com- 
pleting the two laps in 113.9 s, Bob Fowden 
was third in a class of eight only 0.4 5 behind 
Woodward. The day's first class record cat 
in the over 1500 cc class and fell to the 
Mexico of Graham Hollis who did 108.7 s to 
clip 0.39 5 off the previous best. 

Anglias took first in both the special saloon 
a ‘Ednyfed Morgan took the small capa- 
city section In 107.7 and surprisingly Andrew 
Jones was over 3s slower in his 1300 machine 
to head a class of nine, Mick Lovatt (Escort) 
headed John Cowburn (Escort RS) by two 
tenths for the places. Geoffrey Edwards was 
untroubled in beating three others in his 
Spitfire in Class 6, 

‘Stuart and Maureen Watts then held court 
with their Elan and both put up new records, 
Stuart took 3.5 s off his own record to return 
106.8 s while Maureen took 1.9 s off the 
ladies record with the same car and finished 
third in 112.32 s, The meat in the sandwich 
was A. P. Jenkins in his 2 + 2 Elan who did 
1117s. As if this was not enough Peter 


Waidon’ was next on the scene with his 
shattering run, also Elan mounted. The secret 
Of his. suces 


apparently was a different set 
time of 99.4 5 was fourth 


Six clubmen and GT Sports racing cars were 
lumped together and Mallock U2's in the hands 
of John Wilson and Brian Keane were first 
and second, Wilson doing 102.2 s to Keane's 
103.2 5. Roger Blackmore's Vixen took a 
poorly supported up to 1100 cc racing car 
section in 101.7 and Billy Morris, brother of 
David, used the Ensign to take the up to 
1600 ce class in 96.8 s, beating Michael Lewis 
(Lotus 1X), by 2 


‘ 
© Swansea MC are Besa their first national 
hillclimb event at Penrice Castle on the 
Gower peninsular this weekend in this, thelr 
jubilee year, sponsored by the nearby Alcoa 
concern. Sir Nick Williamson, David Good, 
Tony Griffiths, Roy Lane, Chris Cramer, 
Jim Thomson and Russ Ward are among the 
125. entries. 

Practice will be all day Saturday with 
timed runs starting at 11 am on Sunday. 
Admission is €1 for per car including occu- 
pants. 
© Only five rounds are scheduled for this 
year’s 361 Autocross Championship and only 
two clubs, Billericay MC and Gaynes CC will 
be involved. 

Venue will be Wrightsbridge Lane, Noak 
Hill, Romford, and the dates are June 16, 
June 30, August 4, August 26 and September 
1. The championship is being sponsored by 
Hensmans of Brentwood. 
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Sports extra 


RALLY 


Stokes squeezes back 


Eight months away from rallying have done 
no harm for David Stokes when he returned 
for his club's Dursley Hi-Fi Stages Rally held 
last Sunday. He drove like mad and eventu- 

ly beat the favourite Bob Chapman by just 
3s after both had excursions. The HI-FI was 
the Dursley club's return to national cham. 
plonship organisation, now in the form of a 
BTRDA/CCC stage event rather than the 
marathon road and stage rallies held in the 


Tate 60s in Wales, and within the limited 
scope that the territory allowed was well 
received. 


‘The limited scope was quite remarkable, for 
stages were squeezed Into woods where you 
would never dream there was room, and in- 
evitably the tracks were often very narrow 
fand the corners extremely acute. There were 
Several farm tracks, some on the rough side, 
there was @ strange out-and-back airfield test 
anda tarmac. stage at Dodington. Many 
drivers complained that they could not drive 
the way they liked and felt unhappy. A lot 
of drivers paid the expensive penalty for try: 
Ing to throw thelr cars Into corners and not 
being precise in thelr driving, 

‘The Scottish Rally took away little of the 
strong entry, though Tony Drummond was an 
Important absentee, being the current BTRDA 
leader. Graham Lepley, second in BTRDA and 
Teader of CCC. came with an RS2000 in only 
mildly-tuned form in place of his usual 
RS1600, which he sorely missed. " The RS2000 
has a ‘built-in understeer which in forests 
you can overcome by throwing the car into a 
Gomer, but that doesn't work here,” Graham 
lamented. Bob Chapman (third in BTRDA) 
had his usual F. English Twin Cam inthe 
same tatty condition. His team-mate Colin 
White, however, had a smart newly-painted 
TC, Pat Ryan came in another dented horror, 


the Endrust’ Marina 13 he used on the 
RAC, whilst Rodney Badham, after many 
non-starts, finally arrived in his Gandy Mi 


Brake Linings Avenger with Buick V8 engine. 
120 cars started, and such was the mechani. 
cal readiness of the competitors that only 
six crews from the reserve list got a start 
‘Although four new-series maps were speci- 
fled, all but one stage was on the old OS 
Lin’ map 156, in and around Dursley itself, 
with the first being through the stately home 
at Dodington, where the incredible knobbly- 
tyred Chapman took 4 off Iliffe and Farring: 
ton in only two miles or so. Stokes went off 
for a while as did David Beil who was indis. 


creet enough to collide with a blue RAC 
caravan—"it was really in a very stupid 
place""—and lost a wing arch and about 


40's. John Sutton did worse by demolishing a 
comer of his Datsun 180B at the very firs 
corner. The next stage, on the Badminton 
estate was a rough track that was disliked by 
‘most. Rawson had a throttle cable pull out on 
his Martin's Ascona, Allan Jenkins in the 
B. & I. Motorway RSi600 holed the sump (he 
only discovered the injury when he lost his 
oll pressure) and Tony Baines (remember 
Pollard and Baines of Imp days? It’s the 
sam3 one now driving an RS1600 for W. 
Parkinsons) caught David Brookes’ road-going 
240Z in the first half mile, while Laurie 
Richards went off in his Ian Trotter/Sky 
Petroleum RS1600. 

‘The first forest was the third stage. The 
little tracks dived in and around the scenery, 
and it was a luxury if drivers were able to 
reach even third gear. The forest stages 
characterised the rally right through to the 
airfield test that preceded lunch and were 
the basis of the event. Chapman had difficulty 
in making many of the hairpin turns, saying 
that ‘when all your controls are duplicated 
there Is quite a lot to think about, and some. 
times you don't have time to use them all ! 
‘The two Lancia Fulvias (Paul Appleby, driving 
Barry Waterhouse's, and David Scheidt) had 
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trouble with the gears jumping, whilst Appleby 
had his wheel studs shear, fortunately of a 
stage, and lost a wheel. Lepley, of long-face 
fame, sadly recounted a tale of a broken 
battery and Richard Miffe had his limited slip 
fail. Gordon Batchelor went off for 90s on 
SS4, where Ryan bent a swivel pin. Spiers 
rolled his Viva after a bad jump, Llewellyn. 
Jones plunged his Escort into the scenery and 
Vance Raeburn was said to have overturned 
his Lotus Cortina. Ray Radford had a broken 
halfshaft in the Westridge forest complex and 
this caused the stage to be cancelled, for: 
tunately for the organising club as there 
were rumours of unjustified re-runs being 
granted before this happened. Rodney Badham 
had front suspension trouble and Vaugham 
Bond, on seeing the carnage, decided to retire 
at halfway before he, 00, had cause for 
regret. The airfield test before lunch was also 
scrubbed when a few times could not be 
reconciled by the organisers ; it was here that 
Stokes had again gone off and though not 
realised at the time the cancellation deprived 
Chapman of a win. 

‘Off again after lunch the cars tackled a 
similar series of tests once again. Dodington 
was not repeated though Ebworth was used 
later for a. first time. Mike Fisher's Corgi 
Toys RS1600 had his gearbox jam after the 
lever had broken, Chris Clark kept splutter: 
ing and banging around in his Opel Ascona 
which seldom seemed to get on cam and 
Tony Baines went off and banged the front 
of his Escort at the end of S10 to the added 


Winners David Stokes and Nigel Mills (Escort 


Westridge Forest 


confusion of the marshals who were already 
giving bad times liberally. Stokes got a 
minute and when Chapman's navigator realised 
this he demanded, and got, a minute himself, 
and many people seem to have been done 
Im, though few did anything about it till 
the end, when it was too late. Linda Jackson 
was one such, but with a bad petrol leak at 
the time she and Pauline Gullick had their 
mind on other things. Times on this stage 
stood, however. 

Richard Sprigg in the Endrust Escort TC 
gave his sponsors more practical testing by 
rolling, after some tremendous times in the 
early tests, while Lepley's face fell to the 
floor at the finish when he found he had been 
done a minute on stage 12 and fallen from 
eighth (which would have been very good in 
the circumstances) to 14th. 

‘The final stage was a traditional farm: 
track and reckoned the best of the rally for 
the drivers, but sadly the watches had been 
wrongly set and it was easily cleaned, and 
&s Chapman had gone off during the after- 
noon, In front of his old co-driver Simon 
Bretherton ; Stokes’ win was secure. Beeby's 
third place came despite losing first and 
reverse gears during the moming and a 
badly bent axle at Ebworth, though he kept 
just ahead of David Jones’ Mexico, entered by 
Precl-Spark who, in was nearly & 
minute clear of his near 


TC) negotiate one of the tiny stages in 


AUTOCROSS 
Peter Shaw’s BTD 
Peter Shaw. driving a 1275 Mint, took BTD 


Loughborough CC at Countesthorpe near 
Leicester. On the last of his three runs over 
2 900 yards course he clocked 2 m 04 s to 
head a field of 50 plus contestants by 3 s. 
Second quickest was Reg Fitt in his 998 
Cooper, who put up his best and class win. 
ning time on his last run in 2 m 3.4 s. 

He was in a class of 14 made up of all 
Minis up to 1000 cc, and second was Dave 
Chaney, also 998 Cooper who was nearly 2s 
slower while Malcolm Scott took third, in 
another of the near 1 litre Coopers in 2 m 
78 s. Another driver to gain his class by 
a margin of more than 2 3 was Dick Keen 
in his 1300 Escort. He took the conventional 
saloon class award in 2 m 140 5 leaving 
John Parrott and Tom Eaton to take second 
‘and third in their Anglias 


by 3s 


‘The big Minis and rear engined cars were 
amalgamated to give a class of nine but 
neither Terry Westley nor Brian Betteridge, in 
their shared VW were able to give serious 
battle to the Coopers of Roy Bates and Paul 
Lankescer who finished first and second, Bates 
did 2m 4.7 s to take the class by more 
than 5s. Best of the large engined conven- 
tional saloon entry was the 1650 Escort of 


Alistair Lyall who did 2 m 13.8 5 to beat 
Peter Mann's 1650 Escort by 0.8 s while 
Jim Creasey's Avenger was third in 2 m 
152 5. 


‘The final class of six comprised road and 
rally cars and was won by Don Buckley's 
1600 Escort in 2 m 9.4 3 from Malcolm Kidd 
in his rally Mini in 2 m 108 s. 


Sports extra 
AUTOCROSS 
Pigott wins in the wet 


Rain spoilt times for all except the 16 
runners in the up to 850ce Minis class at 
last Sunday's EMI MC Charville Autocross at 
Mursley, near Bletchley, but it did not 
worry Derek Pigott who took BTD in his 
850 Mini in 2m 7.8 s to collect the Charville 
Trophy. With an entry of 79 the club aid 
on a slightly longer 900 yards course outside 
last year's circuit. The rain made runs very 
much slower and quite a large number did 
not bother to take a ‘second run when, 
although the rain had stopped, conditions were 
just as bad. 

With Pigott nipping through to outright 
victory the 850 Minis class went to Paul 
Braddock in 2m 82s and he was over a 
second up on Jeremy Fielding who did 
2m 96s with Steve Finch close bhind in 
2m 10.0%. The 1275 cc Minor 1000 of Brian 
Hoar was the last car to have a dry run and 
he collected the small capacity front-engined 
wd class in 2m 12.08 with poor Alan Davies 
having to struggle through the rain in. his 
Anglia for a time of 2m 51.0% which gave 
hhim second in a class of alx. A poor entry 
of only five rear-engined and sports cars saw 
Brian Prior have no difficulty in taking the 
class in his VW in 2m 33.2 with Mrs Yvette 


Greasley coming home second in her husband's 
Imp some 18s down, 

Best class battle of the mud was in the 
871-1000cc class for Minis where three 
drivers all got down to the same second. 
Mike Walsby took the class in_his Cooper 
in 2m 49.0, a fraction up on Tony Brett's 
Mini who did 2m 49.2 s with Robin de Gai 
ston’s Mini third in 2m 498s. Rallyman 
Steve Hill enjoyed the conditions to take the 
over 1300 front-engined rwd class in his 
Mexico in 2 m 24.8 s, miles in front of Norman 
Newell's Cortina with Collin Richards (Escort), 
some way back third in a healthy class of 18 
starters. 

‘A similar number of over I-litre Minis next 
did battle but John Winsor, in Jim Forrester's 
old 1340 Mini, showed a clean pair of heel 
to return 2m'3445, nearly 95 quicker than 
‘Angus Martin (1293 Cooper), with Ken Hutton, 
in a similar car, third. Only four out of nine 
Specials did runs and the class went easily to 
‘Thunderbolt driven by Alan Bolt. He did 
3m 4.5 5 to beat the Lotus 7 of Ron Haywood 
by over half a minute. 


Long Marston entries 


‘The second round of the Philips Electrical 
Rallycross Championship will be held at the 
Long Marston Circuit on July 28, The event 
is to be organised by MotoStage and televised 
live by ATV. 

MotoStage have circulated their regular 
competitors with regulations already. How: 
fever, they would very much appreciate any 
competitor who wishes to enter the event 
contacting them immediately. Automatic entry 
will be given to all competitors who have 
scored points in the championship so far. 
‘There will also be a class for Group 1 cars, 

The positions in the Philips Electrical 
Rallycross Championship, are: Nick Jesty, 12 
points; John Taylor, 9; Hugh Wheldon, 
Brian ‘Streat, 6; Rod Chapman, 5; Peter 

arren, 4 


of 48 entries in the Brighton & Hove 
watotest event on part of the sea front 
it Sunday was Geoff’ James in his 1300 
Mini while Terry Armstrong (Cooper) ws 
second BTD and put up best: performance by 
a Brighton member. The other class winners 
were John Scott (Cooper), Roger Fripp (Mini 
GT), P. Wright (Saab), M. 

GD, 


PRESCOTT 


Champagne celebrations 

‘The first weekend of June saw the Bugatt! and 
Ferrarl_ Owners’ Clubs working overtime. at 
Prescott to stage two separate meetings, the 
first on the Saturday being a members mect- 
ing and the Sunday event bringing to the 
hill ‘some of the most desirable venerable 
‘and vintage machines in the country. 


‘With Barbon Manor having drawn some of 
the entries from the Saturday touring and 
sports car event, the up to 1300 cc class 
‘attracted Just five starters with Peter Kirby 
taking his Cooper S$ to victory In 57.13 5 


ol down. Ray Leddington 
climbed his 1340 ce version in 58.66 s to win 
the nex: division from the evergreen Porsche 
of Tommy Pascoe, The 3-litre touring and 
sports car division again saw Morgans in a 
class of their own with Ray Meredith ascend- 
ing in a stirring 52.85 s with his 4/4 version 
to head the ever enterprising Andrew Duncan 
by 3 second. 

‘With Tony Brown and ‘his Cobra a non 
arter, it was left to Malcolm Maycroft to 
iphold the honour of the marque and he did it 
well climbing within a second of the class 
record, hhis time of 51.84 s. Derek Lloyd and 
his Landar R6 made no mistake in the first of 
the classes for GT and sports racing cars, 
climbing in 51.16 s to easily head the rest 
of the class whilst in the up to 1600 cc 
division, Spencer Elton, debuting his Taydec 
Mk II FVA, headed the field with 54.25 5 
despite a second run spin. Jack Richards, who 
knows Prescott as well as anyone, quickly 
showed It in the large class by whipping his 
Testa Rossa 625 to the finish in an excellent 
56.49 s heading the Jaguar D type of Mike 
Barker by just a fifth of a second. 

‘Sensation reigned in the 00 cc racing car 
class where Peter Volgt’s class record 
Femained in tact by just 0.08 s. But the man 
who pushed it was David Moseley with a 
Motus Mk 7 go kart whose progress was 
tremendous from a 250 cc engine. After 
Tommy Elton had run singly with the Cooper 
JAP’ in the next class at 52.39 5, the Bugatti 
handicap followed with John Boulton’s type 
49 only just failing to make his bogey, but 
75.57 was good enough for the silverware 
ahead of the rest of the nostalgic class. The 
Ferrari handicap was another for the Testa 


Rossa with Sidney Pile beating his bogey by 
barely 5 s with a climb of 58.26 s to head on 
handicap, the 275 GTB/4 of Peter Jackman by 
@ second. The favourite for the 1100 ce racing 
car class was Terry Smith with the Hunts- 
‘man Vixen but he really found Don Robinson 
in top form with the Lotus 69 Novamotor 
and despite a clean climb of 50.34 s, he was 
forced to concede defeat to the “ Screamer 
by just over a 10th of a second. In the 
1600 ce class, David Morris was again really 
showing the potential of his Ensign FVA 

‘orming to BTD at 46.89 5, Billy Morris very 
nearly made it a family one two in the same 
car but in the final reckoning was pipped by 
0.07 s for second place by the GRD of the very 
forceful Richard Wallinger. Unfortunately just 
Jonty Williamson and the now much ‘tdier 
Manpower Surtees TSI1 appeared in the large 
class, climbing in a “no fireworks” 49.595 
whilst the very efficiently run meeting was 
concluded when the very popular Doc Taylor 
waved the elbows and at frightening speed 


Simon Phillips took the post 1945 
‘seater class with ease in his 2.0 Cooper Bristol. 


ingle- 


conducted his venerable Caesar Special to 
the finish in 58.09 s thereby winning the last 
handicap class of the day. 

‘The Sunday meeting, which regrettably was 
marred by rain in the morning, brought out 
some of the most desirable cars in the country 
and was generously supported by Mumm 
Cordon Rouge Champagne. After Raymond 
Mays, who many seasons ago had run under 
the banner of the sponsors, had opened the 
hill, the pre-1940 1100 ce sports cars came 


‘out to do battle with the MG Q/3 of Colvin 
Gunn taking the class at 63.83 s. While of 
the two modern cars, the Lola Mk 11 of 
Norman Hillwood proved the fastest at 65.56 s. 
Nigel Stoyel made no mistakes with his Frazer 
Nash to take the next class at 65.91 s, fairly 
well clear of his numerous chasers whilst 
Michael Campbell-Bowlings’ Lotus XI Le Mans 
brought back happy memories as did Pel 
Dixon's Jowett Jupiter which, although well 
outside the winning time of 61.22 , still took 
@ most worthy second place. Frazer Nash Is 
still _a name to reckon with In hill climbing 
45 Bill Stephenson proved by taking the 
3000 ce class at 58.85. Of the more recent 
cars, Sidney Pile again emerged  victoriout 
with his Te Fe ‘The 
S.litre sports car class ay ntley 
marque to the fore with John Balley taking 
the honours at 64.50 5 with his 4}. In the 
1945-1960 class John Harper was again in 
magnificent form with the Forward Trust 
Enterprises Lister Jaguar with a great climb 
of 53.53 s to head the similar car of Robert 
Cooper by over 2 

‘With no modern machines to worry them, 
the 500 cc racing cars staged thelr own battl 
and it was John Turner who emerged 
victorious with his Cooper Norton at 55,118. 
Tommy Elton with his much campaigned 
and successful Cooper JAP made no mistakes 
In the 1500 ce class, bursting his way to yet 
another BTD and gallons of champagne with 
‘grand run at 52.59 s, leaving the class to 
the Lightweight Special of Chris Dowson with 
a very creditable run of 57.50 s. The final 
class of the day for the large racing cars 
‘most appropriately was taken by a Bugatti. 
ROBIN BOUCHER 


Seah a seek 
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Get your 24-page fully 
illustrated 
of the 


Eealerstip's lis 


Bentley Bros. cae ) Ltd, 
44 Savile Street, Sheffield $4 7UA, 
Yorks. 0742-29281. 


Chester ring 
Sodtora Works Bought 
0244-24611 


City Motors (Oxford) Ltd.. 
Gistcester Suset, Oxtord. 48021 
David Marshall Ltd., 
60-70 Shaftesbury Avenue, 
Belfast BT7 2ES. 32222. 
Drake & Fletcher Ltd., 
‘The Broadway, Maidstone, Kent 
0622 58531 
EJ. Baker Motors Limited, 
ower Famham Road, Aldershot 

Hants. 0282-24401 
E.S. Stock Motors Limited, 
Main Road, Copdock, Nr. Ipswich, 
Suffolk. 555. 
G.N, Croydon Ltd., 
380 London Road, Croydon, Surrey. 
01-684 3686. 
Grose Ltd., 
Queens Park Parade, Kingsthorpe, 
Northampton, 0604-31682, 
Hamilton Motors (London) Ltd., 
466-490 Edgware Road. 
London W2 IEL 01-723 0045, 
Harold Thompson and Sons Ltd., 
‘Tynemouth Road, North Shields, 
Northumberland. 089 45-70346. 

|.S. Robson Ltd., 

Yont Street, Consett. 02072-2957. 
Leedhams (York) Ltd., 

Rougier Street, Lendal Bridge. 
York, 0904-25444. 
Nash of Cardiff Ltd., 
Sloper Road, Cardiff. 
0222-387221. 
Neville (E.M.V.) Ltd., 
Nottingham Road, Mansfield, 
Notts. 26101. 
Ryland Vehicle Group, 
Ryland Street, Birmingham BI6 8BT, 

rarwick. 021-454 B11 

Shaw & Kilburn Ltd., 
‘Two Waters Road, Hemel 
Hempstead, Herts. 51212. 
S.MLT. Sales-Service, 
Dunked Road, Foca. 26241 


ompsons of 
Base Anlaby Roa 
0482-23681. 
Wallace Arnold Sales-Service Ltd., 
123 Hunslett Road, Leeds, York. 
0532 39911. 
Wellington Garages (Oldham) Ltd., 
Huddersfield Road, Oldham, Lancs. 
061-633 1334. 
Sportparts Centres are run by enthusiasts 
for enthusiasts, 


thester 


|, Hull, E. Yorks. 
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PERSONAL EXPORT SALES 
OUR SPECIALITY 


RELIANT, LOTUS AND MG 
SERVICE AND SPARES DEPT 


TELEPHONE : HOURS OF BUSINESS 10 am-7 pm Monday to Saturday. 10 am-5 pm Sunday 
USED CARS AND HEAD OFFICE : 01-639 3204-5-6 
NEW CARS AND EXPORT SALES : 01-692 4607 ; 01-692 4651 
SERVICE DEPT AND STORES : 01-639 3105 


FREE LIST OF STOCK ON REQUEST 
MASERATI MERAK PORSCHE 911 E 


First registered October 1972. Celest Chiaro. October 1971 
Tan leather interior. “Air conditioning. tinted 


SPORTS AND 
PERFORMANCE 


Super Clearance 


Spoilers. 1973 ‘style grill and tights, 6 
mags, etc. 
Brian Lamb, Citroen Cars Ltd, £2850 ono 
Maserati Division, Slough. Tol: Curry Rivel 352 (Somerset), 
‘Tel: Slough 23808. anytime 


Zaere Cheysier ongine 
Gai 3002 "Ti Sngine’ and ‘gearbox, good 


Formula 3 clutch and flywhoo! 


WD MURCEONS ENE 290 SLC. slic shon/arey FVC exhaust system 


WS CLARENCE ROAD, WINDSOR, BERKS ‘and ask for Mike. 
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MAYFIELD SERVICE STATION 
574 Aigburth Road, Liverpool 19 
Austin Healey 3000, 1966 24-2. Drophead. 
Radio. Spots. Recent engine overhaul 
Excellent condition. £850 ono. HP 
available. Part exchange considered. 
Tol : 051527 3500 


GOODLIFFES GARAGE (CROYDON) 


376/379 Brighton Road 
‘South Croydon 
Surrey 


1072 360 SLC MERCEDES BENZ. 15,000 miles trom 


MG MIDGET 1972 


Good condition throughout, 10 months’ 
road tax, tonneau cover, good tyres, etc. 
New car arrived early, hence reason for 
quick sale at £645. 


+ Racing and Competition Cars 64-68 


$C Newsury 


MOTORS LTD. 


offer the following vehicles 
Sept 73 Jensen Interceptor It. 5000 mil 
Dec 73 Jensen Interceptor. Moss green. 


‘4000 miles £7180 


‘Mar 73 Jensen Interceptor Ill. Havana 
16,000 "miles eee) 


Sept 72 Jensen WI. Brazilia/ 
Interceptor razilig 


tan. 23,000miles 


71 Jensen 
AcQuarts. 29,000 miles 


1973 MGB GT VB. Damask red. 1000 mile: 
1971 Ex-Abingdon Marina V8. Now fi 


with 1300 co Screemer. Can be m 
fied full race 


Manor Lane, 
Halesowen, Worcs. 
021-550 7611 


LULWORTH GARAGE 


For Immediate Delivery 
pataliic bive, 1808 SSS 
Teor 


SAM WANAMAKER’S MARCOS. 
Left-hand drive. Bahama yellow. Six 
cylinders. wire wheels, radio, heater. G 
Reg 1969. Low mileage (14,000). Due to 
‘owner being abroad for several months. 
Garaged. 


£1200 
TEL: 01-928 4229 
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SWINDON ROAD | ANIA] 
SERVICE STATION 
MAIN LANCIA DEALERS 
ay op teas 


Lo 
Lots ETE tor a 
NEW LOTUS +25 130/4, HRW, radio. 

Roman purpi ust 


NEW SAAB 99 EMS, silver LST 


1972 Toumpn 

1972 Sunbeam Rapier H120. HRW. 1 owner 

1871 BMC Min) 1278 ce. 
Eitsrted Doering 
nd "Sas 

1989 Triumph 2 PI 


ate. Sleatord 
‘et Yoss' say 2728 


FRANK DELL 


1973 December, M_ reg, Citroen SM, 
electronic fuel injection, air conditioned. 
Finished in motallic green and Jersy 


’a saving’ ot 


TR6 SPORTS 


Immaculate example of this thorough! 
sports car. G Reg with only 48,500. mi 
on the clock. Has one year's MoT 
tax. Finished in red with soft top. 
Extras include O/d and 8-track stereo. 
£775 ono. 

To view : Tel : 041-554 1738 


or 031-336 7472 


For further information on inserting 


advertisements on these pages 


Ring: 01-636 3600 


porscHe 


ieee 


SUNBEAM 


sunmmam nicer, var az. iteen 44751 very gace com 
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DON’T BE OFF THE ROAD WITH AN 
b BFGoodrich J AMERICAN CAR 


GET YOUR SPARES & TYRES FROM 


D.B. MOTORS 


of Leicester 


Aine eatormance sourm ong, Stewie tront fengars and cone spaier ot a 


ee ieee MAIN DISTRIBUTORS 


Res tee eres GINETTA LEN STREET LTD. 


67/69 DRAYTON GARDENS 


wanreo ane “eastern ears nant oe r 7 CHELSEA SW10 


SOHO GARAGE (WILTSHIRE) LTD > TEL 2 01-570 A118 
STUDLEY, NEAR CALNE, WILTENIAS. 1974 +28 130/65. Biack/gold. GP radio. 
elt Cone 257 (Win tay Ue Goon stLecTio 0 Tinted glass, HRW. 4000 miles £2695 
1973 +28 130/56. Mono yellow/oatmeal, 
6000 miles. Mag wheels. Radio. HRW. 
£2390 
1972 +25 130/4, Maroon/silver. Tinted 
oss, HRW, radio. 18,000. miles. 1 


Calling all car owners 
THE HILDENBOROUGH MOTOR CO. LTD. 


Swe Cia9d 
tending their operations to inch 

Lg snl aly heey aed od 1972 +28 130/4, Lagoon blue/silver. 

A FABULOUS Sunroot 1998 

1973 Eur ic blue, Radio, 


MAZDA RX3 


“NEW PRICE” 
PROMOTION 
JUST LOOK AT THESE ALLOWANCES ON YOUR OLD CAR 


1972 Sprint DHC. Mono maroon. Radio 
1495 


1971 Sprint FHC. Mono yellow. Radio. 
Very clean car £1295 
1968 $4 DHC. White. Radio, MoT. 
‘39,000 miles £675 


nn ill ad mat en} eed gtatel aa NEW +2S 130/5, NEW EUROPA 
THE LIST PRICE THAT YOU GUARANTEED 1000, On + THE Laas NEW ELITE 
(whichever tt feet) GUARANTEED ‘ei avaliable. 


D rations a pleasure. 
1971 CAR pie cant jemonstrations a pl 


“GUARANTEED E800 OR 
cont we GUARANTEED asi Heer 
(whichever ie 005, 


QM, THREE PROVIEOS 
arunawsnov‘aore, than £1600 2) Less than 1800 ee 3) Good condition and average 


ROSELAND MOTORS 


of TRURO, offer 


CLAN CRUSADERS, 1872 
Yellow and green All ext 
1932 MiGs ROADSTER. Or 


‘aidsenn 3800 ot 
ee YERYAN, TRURG, CORNWALL. 
"Yet on7260 347, 


Unbeatable motoring value and 
don’t forget your new car carries a 2 year/24,000 miles guarantee 


HILDENBOROUGH MOTOR CO. LTD. 
MAZDA na 140 Trowbridge Road, Hildenborough, Kent. MAZDA (3 
Fists Ex WORKS Tol : Hildenborough 2424 and 2698. 1086 © WORKS 


1969 Ro80 


Red. Latest modified engine 5,000 
miles ago. Good condition. Taxed 
till May, 1975. £800. 


Tel : Boroughgreen 3503 (day). 


ALPINE-RENAULT 1600S 


Geoff Shepherd is selling his ex-works Alpine 

az seen on the Circuit, Engine requires! re- 

Building, otherwise exc ‘condition. 
Cetisin 1600 class winner 


OFFERS OVER £3,000 


Box ASP 2082. 


LONDON ROAD MOTORS 
PETERBOROUGH 
offer 


FERRARI DINO SPYDER 


din metallic dark blue. Fitted 
Ferrari including _radio/ 
stereo unit. This one owner motor car 
must be seen to be appreciated. Recent 
tyres plus very low mileage. This car 
will suit the man for bird pulling purposes 
by my recommendation. 


TRAFFORD GARAGE, ALDERLEY EDGE, CHESHIRE 


HSCC registered, 


ALAN DOUBLE 
Tel: Peterborough (0733 67177) 
After hours Stamford 782516. 


i800 
MICHAEL WOODHEAD. 
‘Tol : 021-472 6181 
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SLOAN MARSOALE ON THE BORDERS OF JOS ANDLES 
_ GARAGES SGT picks AND BERKS R 


aT APS iar oor sone Sasa & |<! ff 
igi Rie eg <= 
Ca a cog LOTUS GINETTA Ss 


srancing ce 
1974 180 tal. “Avisinaic, PAS. Sune =a 2 SSIS Gian tase rene Toe 
ym electric’ windows. As new. 4 SF oro, 1269 Fiat 124 Spore 6-speed . 

£9960 . *, a 

1974 Lowe +25" 130/e-spe08. Works 

4 css08 

1971 mae OT. 0/4. w/w, radio 008 

1972 Aile Romeo. 2000 TV pit 

1973 Gitar Inveder. 1 owe fies 
1970 Escort Twin Cam 1200. ce. big. valve 

yess mac aT. 0/4 O96 

56-58 Barnes High Sireet. SW13 3 4 nF en. 1971 Marcos S-titre. Red £1095, 

Sales | 01-876 9285 or Meas GY. Ot wf, radia. Choise of? Eroee 

Co des 3 : 1972 Lov “toons tooo se 

ger G2) "tna Srersies es whovte 2 EMee 

1973 ite 2000 Se Bit 

Wrz Plot 124 Sport County S-speed NES 

sep o/a. 1 aay ovr Elias 

= fee 


CEE SECS es sunkey 


ALFA 
ROMEO 


ous) abn en 
THE te HERE! WHARF GARAGES 

. . STOKE-ON-TRENT 
e catreanre. OPEN SiioRe Scan em Tel: 48361-47623 _ 


i si - THOMAS MOTORS LTD GERRY MARSHALL 


BLACKPOOL 


Tel: 6333 Aaya TRIUMPH STAG. c 
keg ecu Se Pesci tee Tuners tendision. throughout 
of colours. Also. stock of | Mexicos, 
choice of colours. Now in stock RS3100. 
Sebring red, Daytona yellow. 

1973 (M)_ Austin Allegro 1750 careme wie wh 


Sport Special. Harvest gold. ana 4) 
miles only £1245 


For sale due to cancelled order, 
Escort RS 2000. Works stool arches, 
6" alloy wheels. Bilstein world cup 
Suspension, LSD engine blue printed 
and balanced, oil cooler, Maguard. 
Full FVA cage, in white with blue 
flashes. Prepared in our own work 
shops and offered at £2250. 


orsleya114 


MOVERLEY WATT 
MOTORS LTD. 


JAGUAR & ASTON MARTIN SPECIALISTS 
ESTABLISHED OVER 15 YEARS 
SAME DAY SERVICE WHERE POSSIBLE 


1973 Morris Marina 1.8 Super de 
luxe. Blue. 1 owner. 12,000 
miles. Like new £1050 


1970 Mini 1275 GT. _ Bronze 
yellow. New tyres. Excellent 
Condition £645 


1971 Fiat 124. Special T. Radio. 
1 owner. 33,000 miles £795 


1972 Escort Mexico. White, with 
re s. 1 owner. Excel- 
lent throughout £895 


RS3100. Sebring red. Taxed. 
Ready to go £2250 


Contact the people who know thei 


‘Marshall Wingfield. 886 Finchley Road. London 
ee 
To: 01-858 4204, 


CATERHAM CARS (LONDON) 
urgently require used Lotus, TVR, 
Clan Crusader and Marcos cars for 
cash. 


1969 reg 350SS CAMARO, with 
mag wheels. Manual with modi- 
fied brakes and suspension. 
Radio/stereo, four speakers. 

£900 
Tel : 228 3931/223 0198. 


Tel: 01-794 9659. 
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A. W. BROWN RACING 


291/295 WILLESDEN LANE 
LONDON, N.W.2 
01-459 6534 
01-451 1306 
01-451 0953 


Due to change of plans Lola T330 ex Clay 


Regazzoni car. This car is the one being 
campaigned by Damien Magee in the 
Rothmans F5000 Series with some decent 
results. Complete with 15 wheels and tyres. 
2 Jones-Eisart Chevrolet engines completely 
rebuilt. Spare nose and wings. Spare rear 
wing. Full set of gear ratios, etc. 
New flat back Formula One trailer plus 1972 
Citroen. Manual shift, tow car. Offers in the 
region of £10,750 for everything. 


Chevron B23 spec in white. New Allan Smith 
F.V.D. engine. New Firestone slicks and wets. 
This beautiful car is race maintained regard- 
less of cost. Accident free history really 
magnificent. £4,250. 


We still have for sale our fully rebuilt 8.1 

litre Can-Am Chevrolet engine. This engine 

would be fantastic for a special saloon. Cost 
new over £6,000. Accept £2,500. 


ROAD CARS 


1970 Rolls-Royce Phantom 6. 7 passenger 
limousine. Finished in garnet with beige cloth 
trim. Fitted with TV, radio and stereo back 
and front. Nominal mileage. £11,250. 
1970 Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow. Finished in 
black, red hide trim. Refrigeration, Sundym 
glass, radio, 8-track quadraphonic stereo. 
Absolutely like new. Low mileage. Full service 
history. £7,950. 
1973 Datsun 180B SSS Coupe in gold with 
black trim. 8,000 miles from new. Usual. 
Datsun refinements. £1,050. 


1973 Datsun 160B. Fabulous car. 7,0 


miles. £975. 
Jensen Interceptor, 71/73. Choice of 2 low 
mileage cars from £3,500. 
1600E Cortina, 1968. This one owner car has 


covered only 26,000 miles from new. Finished 
in white with black fees and is a give away. 
‘665. 


Mercedes 280 SE. 1971. 
steering. Metallic gun metal. 
Bargain. £2,250. 


Auto, power 
Radio, etc. 


These are just a selection of our ever changing stock. New Datsuns for immediate delivery. 
We are open to any sensible offers or propositions on our racing cars and we will take anything 
that doesn’t “ eat ” in part exchange. 
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The ultimate special saloon Escort. 
Princess Ita wishes to sell this car, as driven by Chris Meek current outright special saloon car record holder at 
Aintree, Llandow, Cadwell Park, Rufforth, etc. 
The specification of this car is quite unique, full details on request 
Offers in the region of £5500, please. 
All enquiries to the Secretary 
Princess Ita Estates, 
c/o Titan House, 
Westgate, 


Leeds 1. 
Telephone Leeds 41381/ 26216. 


car! 


SOME tian. See 


FORMULA ATLANTIC It ae 
ROYALE RP 12A you are a rally specialist or 


have any rally equipment to 


sell why not give us a ring on 


See eta i 01-636 3600 
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TWO F5000 TROJANS 


COMPLETE AND READY TO RACE 
Lots of spares 


Cars 59-63 ~ Racing and 


Ex-Scheckter and Lunger cars. 


Contact Sid Taylor, 
Dublin 908624 or 907756 


or 
Alan Smith at Derby 48974. 


Competition Cars 64-68 - Autosport Market Place 68-71 


FULL RACE MODSPORTS 
DAGUAR ‘Ee’ TYPE 


Carin excellent condition 
mechanically overhauled and 
completely ready to race this 
season. “Many” spares | and 

lent trailer included in 
‘rice £1300 one. 


Ring : Rodger Burnett 
‘021-476 4794 
for further details 


CHEVRON B21 


Fr Kons 


‘BOTH CARS FOR SALE DUE TO CANCELLATION OF DUTCH SERIES 


RAY HUTCHINSON. LAAN v.N.O.INDIE. 60, 
‘TE HAGUE, HOLLAND. ‘TEL: 070.856097 (EVENINGS) 


ENGINES FOR SALE 


LOW COST RACING LTD 


WRECCLESHAM ROAD, 
FARNHAM, 
SURREY, 
offer this week our superb new Mk 2 F.Ford type 
racing car covers. 
%* New double-thickness material 
* Fully waterproof and fade proof 
* Restyled to suit more models 


£35 each + VAT. 


Our remaining stock of original car covers are being 
sold off at £30 each + VAT. 


Congratulations to Jeremy Gambs and Fergus Tait 
for a thrilling F4 race last Sunday at Brands Hatch. 
After ten laps of close racing they finished only inches 
apart—both drivers were using DELTA MAE engines 
prepared by LOW COST RACING LTD. 


Tel: FARNHAM (STD Code 02513) 6666 


FOR SALE 


INTERSERIE McLAREN MBE 


FINANCE AVAILABLE. 


Tel : 024-026 2129/2321/3251 


Telex : 837241 


Contact Malcolm st 
0-203 0180 or 4665 


A. G. DEAN (RACING) LTD. 
F5000 FOR HIRE 


Choice of 2 F5000 Chevron 824 cars fitted with 
injected engines. Transporte: 
to any circuit you may require, 


h Morand 
insured and managed if required 


Genuine enquiries only please to 
Tol : 09775 2828 


IMMACULATE AND SUCCESSFUL 
1150cc SPRITE 


Driven by John Wilmshurst and entered by Whitegate 
Service Station, Peter Vickers short stroke engine 
with special crank. Mahler pistons, split Webers, 
big valve head, Allan Woode suspension, Brabham 
wheels, B33 slicks. £700. Part exchange considered. 


JOHN WILMSHURST 
0634 79760 DAYTIME 
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BRABHAM BT 30 
FVA 


OFFERS 
1600 cc all steel twin cam £450 
1500 cc all steel twin cam £250 


TONY LAMBERT 


Tel: 021-772 5561 day 
Tek: Knowle (Warks) 3908 evening. 


NICHOLSON 


Offers for sale 


2 Formula Atlantic Lyncars. 


Built 1973. Completed ‘73 BP Championship 
and is now heading the 1973 John Player 
Championship. Comes complete with works 


1972 model. Rolling chassis. Completed first 
half 1973 season. 


Contact John Nicholson, 
Nicholson McLaren Engines, 
Green Lane, 

01-572 3232. 


AUTOSPORT, JUNE 13, 1974 


ECURIE SANTOS 
RACING 


RACING CARS FOR SALE 


Ex-Peterson 721X, completely rebuilt to new condition with 
Alfa 5-speed box. or can be supplied with DG 300. 732 Santos 
Merch FB. new tb, suspension. tc. FT200. Meimags, ‘etc, 
£3500 complete with 1800 twin cam or available 

1373/74 Santos Ma 


many mods. £760. 
fannon, rebuilt roliing chassis, £2260. 
i ‘erson. now modified 


(engine/box 
71 arch, ex-Ronnie, Peterson team car, to accept OFV, 
‘Febuiit, many now parts. Price nego! 
$35, March Sports Cat, ex dody Scheckter, rebuilt, many new 
rt3, rolling chassis, £3500. 
12. March, wor 
Vegatune. twin cam, modthe 
73 bodywork, wings, Gravin 
aon ‘Championship rolling el 
£55, 
Monocoque sports car, £100 
orks, excTommy Reid, ex-Brian Nelson, Irish 
p car, rolling chassis, £980. 
ROAD CARS FOR SALE 
1966 Mustang, fitted 289. High performance ‘2600 
Ford Falcon Estate, runs. well © £180 
We will shortly be moving. to new and iarger premises and 


will be undertaking the preparation and maintenance of cars. 
0 be storage and working space available for 


MARCH SPARES 


front frame rad trays, 732/742, nose con 
cook. evo be and secondhand. vented dis 


tyre new, one at £35. 


FORD SPARES 
289 Hillbourne F1 manifold. 
289 8 or J block with liners, £50 each. 
289/302 bo: I crank. £100. 
289 crank, reground with bearings, £45, 
FT and Hewland adaptor plates 


i 
389 Alternators and distributors, 


GEARBOX SPARES 


Hewland_slave cylinders £1.30 each, FG crown wheel and 
pinion, FT 200 adaptor plates, FT and FG gear ratios. 


VARIOUS SPARES 
eee aac eee ae 
sae oes ae vere 
Sec ern tke Sea are, 
gt a Na pe 
oe coerce 


TEL.: 01-952 0602 
WATFORD 30726 EVENINGS 


28/30 SOUTH ROAD 
EDGWARE, MIDDLESEX 
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CLIVE BAKER’S FABULOUS 


COMPLETE FORMULA ATLANTIC 
OUTFIT FOR SALE MARCH pea 5000 


March 1974 model including aches bod bag K “ 
i is £3, 


New Richardson BDA engine. Rebuilt Richardson BDA be 
engine. 3 sets wheels. Spare Monocoque. Spare hevy engine £1,500 
wing. Transporter. Hundreds of spares and tools! Spares, i.e. gears, tyres, etc. £500 


~ one FOR DETAILS PLEASE TELEPHONE 
Apply (Mr Cutler MAIDSTONE 55252 9 am-5 pm TORQUAY (0803) 63424. 
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BALANCING EXPORT SERVICES 


RACING SCHOOL 


HEAPEST RACING 
‘SCHOOL IN 


EUROPE 
PILETTE. INTERNATIONAL 
Zolder, Cireuit 
Free Information ANDRE PALETTE 
Srentaan 34-9800 Aasselt. Tel: 11/2216 
52, Belgium. 


RACEWEAR 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 
1300/2 FINCHLEY ROAD, LONDON NW2 2HP. 


WEBERS (traseone 


RACING iG GEARBOX cr CENTRE 


Tat: O1-7a8 0370 (day) 
‘ov-aas e781 (night) 


INSURANCE 


YoRK INSURANCE. 
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They're good enough for. 


. . : Ronnie Peterson and David Purley G. M. 
LINEA SPORT FP) 


carbonize 
it to form 


Distributors: 
joring (eee Mustr neers 
that H derives Hts protactive f 

fibres from which 


Tel: Ashford 84584 ~ Jerry Hol 
ALL CAR EQUIPE 
ROAD AND RACING 
ACCESSORIES LIMITED, 

Tol: 01-242 3080 — Chvis Wilsor 
AYLESBURY TAPPETT 
Gordon Spice (Aylesbury) Limited 
‘28 Buckingham Street 
‘Aylesbury, Bucks 
Tol: Aylesbury 85369 ~ Huge Tippet 

YAYCES: 


LINEA SPORT FPT fl "tsi foe 


Tel: 0733 68247 Roger Hawking 


(EEO) A) gnirtin 


1GD polycarbonate visor for 
‘Star Helmet: Now avaiable, 


Gremn Grand Prix Intwora) heimet 
eth FEY ining. ve ie 


suntint and yellow at (398 «x 


VAT. The visoe wil 


U.K. Concessionaires : Gordon Spice Limited 


12b Central Trading Es 


A MEMBER OF THE ALAN SMITH GROUP 


RACING GEARBOXES LTD. 


OFFICIAL HEWLAND AGENTS 
First-class repair service by factory trained staff. 48 hour 
collection or delivery on receipt of your instructions.* 
Prompt attention given to any enquiry, spares or repairs. 
Immediate dispatch of goods by any method to suit your 
requirements. 

OVERSEAS ORDERS WELCOMED 

‘AND PROMPTLY EXECUTED 
‘Tel: 0332 40606. MANCHESTER ST. DERBY 
* WITH FEW EXCEPTIONS DEPENDING ON YOUR AREA 


ATLANTIC B.D.A. 


Completely rebuilt, including new rods, 
pistons, oil pumps, c/w carbs and manifold. 
Brake test run only. £1,150. 


Tel: Wormley 2270 
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‘Staines, Middx. Tel: 0784 57867 


HOOPERS OF BRISTOL 


CASTROL/MOTORING NEWS AND MEXICO 
RALLY CHAMPIONS 1973 


Leading suppliers in the South West of Ford end 6. t. 
Competition Equipment, inc 
Ford AVO. BL Special Tuning, Jaybrand Racewear, Cosworth 
BDA and ‘Twin Cam Parts, Janspeed Heads and’ Manifolds, 
Aley and Safety Devices Roll Cages, Castrol Competition Oils, 
Champion Racing Plugs. Webers and Spe 
il parts sont COD if required 
62 Jacobs Wells Road, Bristol 8 
Tel : 0272 23946 


J.B. RACING 


"Bergen 43,408 
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ROGNULAIEIOO 1966 BEDFORD TK 
Fitted new 330 diesel engine, new clutch and gearbox, 
TROJAN 101 FOR HIRE Cade omar ale ae oy aaa 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS : Work bench, winch, tyre racks, ramps. 
01-568 3259 (day) eee 
01-997 3641 (evening) 


Tel: Salisbury 28698. 


DETER Bi BLOORE RACING 


SCORPION RACING zon eH 


FORMULA FORD RACE HIRE 


Contact: Mike Eastick, 


Radwinter, Saffron Walden, 
Essex CB10 2TF. Pad 
STOCKISTS OF KAWASAKI PORTABLE GENERATORS 
Tel: Radwinter 389. FULL RANGE OF ENSIGN PARTS STOCKED 


GROSVENOR C. & A. LTD. AUTOSPORT 


SPECIALISTS IN PERFORMANCE CARS 


require @ 
PANEL BEATING ueea North Eastern Correspondent 
Suassis REPAns —COMVENSIONS yg | | 19 cover race masings ot Croft and Ruth and 
Ge ren swee puinsnoasrar ieee Car erond while you ae All applications in writing to : 


Batemans Row (5 minutes Liverpool St) London EC2 JAN PHILLIPS, CRAVEN HOUSE, 
34 FOUBERT’S PLACE, LONDON W1A 2HG. 


RACE WHERE ? ROLLOVER BARS 


SAFETY DEVICES 
ROLL-OVER BARS AND CAGES 


FROM JEMWOOD 


For the best 
selection of 
racing cars 
and equipment 
ROLLING ROAD matron Senco, Ste mnuerse See these 


pages 
every week 
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SPARES ANQ ACCESSORIES 


SITUATIONS WANTED 
Ihr i ia Fa RACING TYRES 


STEERING WHEELS 


WANTED 


va nae “that tlt 


ryan" Grand 


eg 


TRAILERS 


“2ton to Stons 


2000.55, MACING 2M Must haze rama tse 


WHEELS & TYRES 


2 MAHONEY, 


Race car Moreginns Hin. abe 


71 Jeddo Road, Shepherds Bush 
London, W12 
Tol: 01-749 1391/2 


ACCESSORIES AND EQUIPMENT 


Sports and Performance Cars 59-63 - Racing and Competition Cars 64-68 - Autosport Market Place 68-7! 


PORSCHE 


Llhec ta atest V.W. DERRINGTON LTD Accessories and secondhand spares 
of advertisements on these FOR ALL for 911/912/914 
pense WEBER CARBURETTERS 
peep 
ring 01-636 3600 si A EEE ae, | A TT 
eas ww-tr Udnten Rees Ringo 66572. es a te ar 
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MERLYN 


COLCHESTER RACING DEVELOPMENTS LTD 


Tel: Great Bentley 307/535 
Cables : Merirace Colchester 


ARCH MOTOR 
& MANUFACTURING CO. LTD. 


REDWONGS WAY TRADING ESTATE 
HUNTINGDON, HUNTS 
Tel.: 0480 4502/51116 


Spocialiats in the construction of both monocoque snd tubuter 
racing car chassis in production quantities. 


Complete sheet metal work and welded fabrication service to 
the motor and motor racing industries. Painting and stove 
‘enamelling. Chassis repair service. 


MAKERS OF BEAUTIFUL BODIES 


SPECIALISED MOULDINGS LTD. 


MANUFACTURERS, DESIGNERS AND 
STYLISTS IN GLASS REINFORCED PLASTIC 


GRAND PRIX METALCRAFT LTD. 


ts in prototype aluminium racing bodies. Monocoque 

oy petrol and oil tanks, aerofoils, Nascar fuel churns. 

Restoration of vintage cars. Argon-att and all types of welding 
‘and sheet metalwork. 


RAPID MONOCOQUE CHASSIS REPAIR SERVICE 
2/3 Thane Works, Thane Villas, London, N7 
Tel: 01-609 0384 


HEWLAND ENGINEERING LTD. 


AN Howland gearboxes, Cortina limited slip, differenti 
gearboxes for the motor racing 
industry Gpply anything from @ Formula Ford to 8 
Group 7 gearbox. Contact us ot 
Boyn Valley Industrial Estate, 
Boyn Valley Road, 
Borks. 
Maidenhead 32033 (6 lines) 


THE ABOVE IS ONLY INTENDED AS A GUIDE AND IS NOT A FULL LIST 


Classified Advertisement Form 


it you wish, uve the torn ten 
Send it to AUTOSPORT, Advertisement Department 
Siow House, 8 Winsley 8 indo. WIA 2HG, Minimum charge 
161.40 per insertion, 
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| Z = id i= the Prize -winners 


Cibie are specialists. They make only one product—a range of motor lighting that has set new 
safety standards, They cost the little more that you would expect to pay for better technical 


design and top performance. 


They give you an easier, safer drive—and go on giving! Small 


wonder manufacturers and the rally and racing champions rely on Cibié. 


FOR CIBIE IN BERKSHIRE 


FLOCKHART AND LANGRISHE LTD 
STATION APPROACH, 
STATION HILL, 

ASCOT, BERKS 
Phone: ASCOT 24791/2 


CIBIE DEALERS FOR:- 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE, LEICESTERSHIRE AND LINCOLNSHIRE 


R.S.A. FACTORS LTD. 
303 ABBEY LANE, 
LEICESTER 
Tel: 0533-63485 


Main Stockists for Koni & Corbeau 


LARGE STOCKS HELD OF LAMPS & PARTS 


FITTING AND BEAM SETTING SERVICE 
AVAILABLE. 


KERR-BRIDGLAND LTD 


52 Westfield Road, Harpenden, Hertfordshire 
ALS 4HW 
Tel: Harpenden (05827) 62575 


TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


SPORTSTUNE (Accessories) 
10 BRANDON TERRACE, EDINBURGH 
Tel: 031 556 3507 
We are also Scottish Distributors for 
ALEYBARS, KONI, SPEREX, FIAMM, SPEEDWELL, 
BROWN & GEESON, CORBEAU & RESTALL 


TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


PIT STOP ACCESSORIES PIT STOP ACCESSORIES 


149 CROYDON ROAD. 9 CARLTON PARADE, 
BECKENHAM, KENT ORPINGTON. KENT 
Tel: 01-650-1941 Tel: 6624035 


we carry a vast range of Competition and Do-It-Yourself Accessories 


AUTOPOINT 
37-39 NORFOLK STREET, CAMBRIDGE 
‘el: Cambridge 63258 


SAFETY FAST LTD. 
Tel: Wickhambrook 356/574 


Stockists of Spax, ¢ 


01 Bri aki, Devices 
ibars. Race Rally Tuning Equipm ic. 


EVERSTONE GARAGE LTD, 
PETERSTOW, 
ROSS-ON-WYE, HEREFORD 
Road & Competition Distributors for Cibie & Koni 
COMPETITION, TRADE & RETAIL SUPPLIED 
Tel: 0989-87272 


GPPGSITE LOCA 


310 GROVE GREEN ROAD. LEYTONSTONE 
LONDON E.11 
Please Telephone 01 556 7700 
All your Tuning needs including 
SAFETY BREAKER, ARMSTRONG, SPAX, MOTO LITA, 
SCORPION SEATS, SAFETY DEVICES. ROLL CAGES Etc 


TON TYRES 
43/50 QUARRY HILL, 
TONBRIDGE, 
KENT 


Phone: 073 22 63333 


CARTUNE LIMITED 
CIBIE FOR V.W’s 
147 STANWELL ROAD, 


ASHFORD, MIDDLESEX 
Phone: 69-53159 


You'll notice some nice 
things happening once you fit 
Michelin Radials. 

A significant saving in petrolt 
fora start. A big improvement 
in performance; in positive 
cornering, tidy acceleration, 
controlled braking and bitingly 
efficient roadholding. What's 
more, Michelin Radials give you 
twice the mileage of conventional 
crossply tyres. 


